12TH FEBRUARY, 1801]

THE CANADIAN MILITIA GAZETTE. 63

Denmark has a rifle, the Krag-Jorgansen, of .315 cal,,
and a velocity of 2,099 ft. per second.

The Belgian Mauser rifle of 301 cal., working on the
holt system and using a bullet encased in « German siiver
cuvelope, has a velocity of about {800 ft. per secound.

The new Engiish rifle of .303 cal., working on an im-
proved Lee system, has a muzzle velocity, asing ovdinary
powder, of 1,700 ft. per second.

The German Intantry rifle, pattern 1883, of (311 cal., has
an esthnated initial velocity of 2,034 foot secouds. lis
sights wre graduated 1o 2,242 yds.

The new Swiss vifle, the Schmidt, of .295 cal., hus a
mnzzle velocity of 2.362 foot sceonds.  Lés estimated rate of
five is 30 shots per minute.  The Schmide is operated on a
bolt system.

The new French Lebel vifle is of 13228 cal. maximum and
k2 call minimnm. T has a muzzle velocity of 2,194
foot seconds, and it is said that » Lebel bullet can pierce
over 19 i of oak at 220 yds. The powder is a secret
compound of guw. cotton and collodion, which is reported as
producing no smoke, little noise, and very slight vecoil.

The new Portugnese rifle is the Kropatschek of 310 cal.
Tt has o muzede velocity of 1.745 foot seconds.

I comparison with the above the United States Spring-
ficld rifle is found to have a 430 cal. and & muzzle velocity
not exceeding 1,300 foot scconds, Lt is at the same time a
single loader, while all of the above pivces are wmagazine
guns.

EUROPEAN GOSSIP.

LBy a Volunteer Abroad—1In Volunteer Record. |

A special letter of thanks aud the distinctive decoration
of the Blue Ribb .n Avmy of England ought to he voted w
General Saussier, the worthy Military Commandant of Paris
and 1ts environing torts.  The General, it may be observed,
has alveady a lwge constellation of others to carry on his
breast, either for civil or military merit secured amidst
trials of “derving do” in every nature. This gallant ofticer
s friends on every side, and awmidst all the latter muta-
tions of the French Cabinet, no overt attempt has been cver
made to alter the command of the Paris Army to his pre-
Judice, or to disturb the ruling of the forces under his
command.

The reason why vour ¢ Volunteer Abroad ” will ask for
the additional honour to a gallant French General, trom the
Blue Ribbon Avmy, is the fact that General Saussier has
ordered that every trooper and Infantry soldier within the
sphere of his command shall every morn receive hall-a-pint
of wari, swecetened, strong feq, in addition to the ordinary
liuid allowances of water, or the infused chicory wixture
misnanted “collee” daily doled out to the stomachie pertur-
bation of the soldiery at large.

“The cup that chieers, but not inebriates” will be cer-
tainly largely appreciated, and the consideration of General
Saussier received as i bounty by the otherwise insuflicieutly
nourished troops under his command, I is guite a novelry
besides, in its way, as this temperate wnd refreshing drink
1s almost unknown, save 1 a medicinal sense. to the major-
ity of the French people.  As it is, both  che physical and
mosal forces of  the vecipients may be gready 1mproved,
Whether the venerable military commandant knows or nor,
s ddea s w0 good one, and supported by the proof that the
four Targest aad wost numerically powerful nations in the
world are inveterate tea drinkers, viz, China, Grea Britain,
the United States, and Al Russia.

The Freach Minister ot War in his many tentdive vet
somewhat senile aspivations for the progress and improve
ment of the Avmy, and military science in general, has fre-
quently led his ideas to an extreme length.  Acvostation
has of late become a particular study  for Avay parposes.
*ad last Sunday some bold experiments were nuade aceord-

ing to the order of M. de Freycinet, “ up in a balloon” at
Rhetms. A billoon christened © Lo France,” was sent into
the clo uds to carry out some curious scientific and militavy
uwaneeuvres, includivg acrial bombardwments, a sham fight
between hostile machines, the launching of to-pedoes from
the skies, and the interchang+ of telegraphic messages from
air Lo earth and vice-versa.  The balloon car, which was
captained by a certain M Cherean, carried two howitzers,
four torpedo tubes, & purachute, a long rop. of “saucissons”
(sausage) petards, twelve smaller parachutes or pilot bal-
loons, with uther <m dler explosive devices—and 130 urst-
ing shells for incendiavy purposes.  Its pyrotechuic display
in mid air was only comprehensible to the spectators on
terra fivma, by the numerous puff: of smoke and muted
reports at incervals during the inexplicable gyrcations and
movenients up and down imparted by the mronaut to his
machine, but which were possibly perfectly explicable to
the inspecting military men who had to report tlie trials.

Two no able French painters, amonzst a trio of artists on
canvas or on warble, and about half-a-doz.-n writers or jour-
nalists of mark at Paris, have paid the debg of life in Janunary
lost,  Leaving aside the poli ieal celebrities of the time—
whose name s legion-—in Franee, your correspondent will
confine himsell’ to a short bivgraphy, and passing anecdotes
concerning the deceased limners (each good in their ways),
Meissonnier, and Charles Chiwplin.

Meissonnier, who was born at Lyouns; in 1811, grew to be
of an exceedingly trritable and pugnacious temperament,
like all little wen, who possess or have acquirad a certain
reputation in their chosen line of labowe.  Meissonnier
prided hiwmself as much apon his lavze Howing beard and
moustachois, as he did in his paintings, upon which he
placed and obtained in the future the most extravagant and
after-enhianeed prices -according to the customer. In his
carlier caveer, Meissonnier had been content to cover canvas
with his pictorial ideas at the rate of 5-frs. (4s) for a metre
square (168 cubic inches) of modulated pigments in oil. He
then took up the almost lost art of winiatuve or cabinet pic-
tures, and in vhis genre he largely excelled, according to the
present standard of fine art jndgment.  More ambitious
grown, Meissonnier went into mdlitary episodes, and also
trinmphed all along the line ot soldiers (French), which he
most ably portrayed, at doubtiul episodes, in some of the
uncertaiu battle successes of his countrymen under the Furst
]‘]mpil'u. ’

Metssonnier was not above painting portraits, but clients,
in the «nd, grew somewhat chary in enlisting his talent to
perpetuate their “Jovely features and forms divine” by his
brash and paleite, as the artist had an ugly propensity to
ask a certain sum, and to double the demand when the
picture was nearly finished.  Many people of rank or dis-
tinction were thus *Jewed” b. the “mannikin” artist, in
cluding even Napolron THL 5 but it finally belonged to an
Awerican wom n to being the dwarted wweitre de peinture
on his knees, and to his proper senses.  Muvs.  Mackay
ordered her port aits of Meissonnier, during one of her fits
of favish expenditare, but, well cognizant by report before-
hiid, of the vanity and avavice alike, in the character of
this accumulative genius, and with whom sie woul l have to
deal atterwards in regard o the stipulated payment.  Meis-
sonnier, without suspicion, haggled about the sum ; in the
ead the conditions were assented to by Mrs, Mackay, and
the fimshed  portrait was  brought by the painter him-
self to the Luly.  The mouey was at once paid down, but
to the ungovernable rige of Meissonnier, Mrs. Mackay,
adter bestowing bhut scarcely o glance at her ve-produced
featres, ordered her servants, in the presence of the horri-
fied painter, to detch the canvas from its frames, voll it up,
an kb put it away in the lumber-roow.

Of far different temperament and character, and in his
mode of dealing with the world, was Cliules Chuplin, whose



