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CATHOLIC CHRONICLE.

YOL. X.

THE WRECK OI;‘

THIE DILLONS.
A TALE OF TIPPERARY-—FOUNDED ON FACTS.

(From the Publin University Moguziae.)
CHAPTER V.

Leaving the neighborhood to ring with the
wondrous gassip consequent on the disappearance
of Nelly 1illon, while each day confirins the be-
lief that she has eloped with Peter Fogarty, we
shall, with the reader’s gond leave, go back to
the afternoon on which Nelly lsft her howme, and
by following her footsteps, throw a clearer light
upon the mystery that envelopes her.  Morfitied
and o goard deal excited by the vausually harsh
words of her lather, the young gisl hat Dustily
quitted the house 3 for, althougl in genersl gen-
fle and affectionate, she bad materally o quick
temper and o gl spivit 5 and being o good deal
spoiled at home, it was casy to wound her feel-
ings. 'f hough a little wayward ot tunes, sle
possessed very high principles, which never per-

, mitted her to stoop to falschood or meanness.—

" Her's had ever been considered the lip of truth,
and it was frequently the beast of her parents,
that thovgl: she had often been guilty in child-
hood of mischief, she had never once told 2 lie
to excuse herself. As she grew up, the same
truthfulness characterized her, and the same in-
dulgence that surrounded ber infancy was ex-
tended to her maturer vears.  Solittle aceus-
tomed to hareh treaiment, 1t can hardly cause
surprise, that the wérds addvessed to lLer by ber
father on the evening w question, showld irvitate
and rouse her. But her excifement soen passed
off 5 the color was quickly restored to her chieek ;
and as the air blew freshly from the hills, she
owas not long in recovering her usual buoyancy,
"while walking on to ineet her-mother. The
route she took was the one generally taken by
her family, 1 going to or relurning from Knock-
mayle, a town ten miles distant.

Crossiny some stubible falds, she struck into
ane of these narrow, winding roads, flanked by
thick wild hedges, so common in Tipperary, and
having {ollowed its zigzag turnings for some time,

*<he once again got into the fields, and ascendmg
some lonely Litls, pursned her way with a light
step, when suddenly a low, prolonged wlhistle at-
tracted her atiention, and she stopped, thinking
the sound was a signal to hersell, She was not
mistaken, for, in i« short time, a male figure lhur-
riedly approached ber, and Peter Fogarty stood
soon beside her. s appearance was wilder
than usual 3 Lis clothes looked disordered and
bespattesed with blood, Neélly thought he pre-
sented all the aspect of a gmity man.

“ Good evenin’, Neily,” be smd hurriedly, in
a low tone, as if fearful of speaking aloud. I
knew you'd be comin’ along here, and I’m watch-
ing for you this hour.”

“ Then, indeed, Pety, yon might be doin’
somethi’ better,” replied Nelly, a little drily,

“I'm gomn’ to lave the counthry shortly,” con-
tinued Fogarty, ¢ an’ I must get a plain answer
from you Neliy—whether youw’ll come wid me
or no ?”

The girl turned almost Rercely round upon her
companion, as he utlered this sentence, and fixed
her eyes undauntedly on his face, without speak-
ing, while he went on—

T know there 1sn’t one belougin® to you likes
me—but what do I care for that? Not a cush-
oge! I’ve money in plenty; an’if you come,
Nelly, T promuse yow’ll pever want. So now you
can just answer, yes or no.”

For a few minutes Nelly was silent, and then
she spoke :

“ Peter Fogarty, if you had all the gold in
the world, and werc the best man in Tipperary,
T wouldn’t go wid you, an’ lave my father an’
motker, like an ongrateful wretch. I wouldn’t
go tor to dhraw tears from their eyes, nor put a
thorn i their hearts, fov anything i life. No,
Pety ! not a foot 1'd go—even if Iliked you
ever so well.”?

“ Exen I repeated I'ety, with emphasis, # that
means you don’t like we at all, maybe.”

«1 liked you wanst, Pety,” said Nelly, in a
tremulous voice ; © you know T did—but things
are changed since that time. My people are

“against you; and ] have given my promise lo
another.” .

“ That sehamiv® blu’guard, Diany Ryan, is
it?" asked Fogarty, fievcely.

“You've no right to spake of him that way,
Pety,” veplied Nelly, rebukingly. © Dinny niver
wronged mortal.yit.”

“He has wronged me, Nelly, and you know
it.  'Would I be what I am only for him ?”

“ What bas he done to you'?

“Robbed me of all that could have made &
dacent boy o’ me.  Hasn’t be come like a thief

and taken your heart from me, Nelly? You
loved me till he went between us. You would
have married me if he hadn’t been to the fore ta
sluther your father an’ mother with his blaruey.",

% Never, Pety,” cxclaned Nelly, empbati-
cally. «I never would have married you. The
life you lead wasn’t what I could have borne.—

If I loved you it was a long time ago.”’

e e s e e i t )

“ D’ye forget then days whin we walked on
the hiils ;

“1 wish to forget them,” interrupted Nelly,
asshie bastily wiped a tear from her eye.

¥ You don’t forget them! Youll never for-
get themI” exclumed Togarty, veliemently, as
he wildly threw bis arm round Ler slight figure.
“The CGod abuve only knows what I teel, Nelly
Dillen ; an’ if your heart wn’t made of stone,
yon can’t but pity me ! '

The younz gui’s eyes were besst onthe ground,
The sirugale :
she Lud lony thought subdued, exused a poweriul
emation in her bosen § aad w0 perplexed was her
mind for a few months, that she did not percarve
the wpproach of some acquainiances, returning
from Kreckmayle, tili they were quite close, and
had aceosted her with a “ Good evenin?, Neily.”
Hastily withdrawing hersell from the amm of Fo-
garty, she bushingly returned the salutation, aud
and her fricads passed on to jaake their own
comments on her belaviour as soun as they were
out of lLearing. ’

She aud Teter were now as far as Seally gap

i —u hollow path between two hills—and with

tremulous cugeriess she entreated Fomurty to
leave her.

“Yeu den't know, Vety, what anger ] got to-
day about you, she abserved, scewmg that le
would not quit ker side. ¢ Aly father, that uever
searce spoke a cross waord to ine in his life——"

“Your father!™ interrupted Fogarty ;  who
cares for kem? I0 you [oved me, Nelly, it’s
little yeu’d he thinkin’ what Dat Ditlos thought.”

“Is 1t wmy fatker you wouldn’t care for?  Oh,
Pety, you litte know e or him. 1 wouldn’t
wish him e sy mother to think ill o° me for all
the riches w the kingdon

Nelly now stopped, and deciared she wouldu’t
go a step further untess he left ber ; but Fogarty
stll kept by ber side, and then she watked raz-
rapidly on m advance without speaking, They
were zacu beyoud the Seully gap, wseending a
suceession of rugged heights, very lonely and
wild, known as Cappanick hills. Sowme very
dark thoughts took possession of Fogarty™s mind ;
and the more determined Nelly was to avoid an-
swering him, the more wicked and revengeful he
felt. No man, poor or rich, likes to be rejected
with scorn by lis lady-leve, and, unforiunately,
Nelly’s conntenance betrayed too much indigna-
tion at his persecution. Tley were both going
on in utter silence, when the young man suddenly
stopped, aud laying his land on her anm, asked
in a very lusky agitated vowce—

“AVill you come, Nelly? It°s the last tme
I’ ask you ; an’ by———, f you dont——"

The sentence was unfimshed ; for, with the
keen eye of one often on the look-out for such
objects, TTogarty beheld, far distant, a body of
men quickly passing in marching order over a
low plain, distinguishable from the Cappanick
hills.  Without waiting for a reply, he dexter-
ously drew out a large bandkerchief, and, quick
as lightaing, passed 1t tightiy over the face of the
unsuspecting girl, who bad not recovered her sur-
prise and terror, when it was fied firmly behind
her head, thus preventing her uttering a siugle
audible word, He then seized her in spite of
her frantic siruggles, and bore her in a direction
different from the one they bad lutherto been
taking, IDs giant strength rendering her weight
the burden of a feather, he struck over the tufls,
plunged into solitary valleys, aod again ascended
wild heights, till Nelly’s form lay more hearily in
his arms, and her struggles to release berseif, no
longer incomumoded hum.

CHEPTER Vi.

A long faint rendered the young girl insensi-
ble for some hours ; and wheu she again came te
herself sbe found she was alone in a strange
apartment. The roofl and sides were jagged and
of irregular forin, suggesting at once the surmnise
that it was a mountain cave. The small aper-
ture serving for a door, was blocked up from
without by buge stones and bramble bushes,
which left very little room to admit the fawnt
evening hight. A variety of articles were strew-
ed within 3 o black still, evidently superannuated,
a powder flask and a couple of pistols, lay toge-
ther in one end ; while at another were piiad niz-
terials for fuel—turf, sticks and tinder; a large
pitcher of water and a gallon jar of whiskey, or

oleen, stnad side by side, accompanied by sene
half-baked wheaten bread, a bag of flour, a gri-
dle, aniron pot, and one or two saucepany..—
These things were not at once distinguished ty
cur young friend, whose eyes failed to pierce tie
dim light around her. .
been hastily rewoved (rom ber face to give ber
air, and now lay loosely around her shoul-
ders; but en trying to risc from her reclining
position, she found that her ankle had been spraiu-
ed by some means, causmg her much pain.—
Trembling and weak, she lay there m a tecror
amounting to agony. for a long time. Na sound,
save the whistling of the wind, as it arose high-
er, reached her; und gradually mutterings of
thunder struck upon her ear. As the evening
faded into mght, the storm grew fiercer; flash

. . ¥
between doly and an alfectivi which
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the cave, while the crashmg of mghty thunder
echocd with tremendous force overhead, aud the
neise of a rushing wountain torrent added to the
dismal sound. It was long before the fury of
eleinents abated, but at length it died out, the
gurgling of watce alone remaming. Hour ufter
hour passed, and still Nelly remamed wnmolested
by the presence of any living thing. She dared
not atlempl to sleep, however: amd twoanghout
i the whole wight sbe lay there mationless, with
unclosed eyes. "Fie dawa of morsing {2und Ler
weak, shivering aud decidedly ill, with a swolien
ankle and feverwsh thirst. By o sirong elort she
erept a few paces do obiain wdink of waster
from the pitcher, after which she was auain
obliged to return to ber rechining pesition. From
the aspest of the cave and ils contents, <he
could not doubt that it was the hiding-place of
men engaged i nefarious pursuits j and had she
been able to walk, she would have lost no time
in edeavering 1o make her escape ; bur, lame as

move. o her surprise and rvelied, the fady wore
on, anl she was still alone. Al within and
without was sient and desolate.  ilvening came,
and twilight was giving way to the darker shade
of night, when the stones were hurriediy re-
moved {romn the aperture, amba dim head wus
fuingly discernible peering in, wiile a husky
veice whispered :

“Are any o ye here, boys? ety Fogariy,
if you're within, make off as fast as yer legs can
carry ye.”  And then the apparition suddesly
disuppeared.

Rather encouraged by this circumstance, which
scemed 1o indhcate that the eave was Jonger
deemed a safe retreat for those who had farmerly
sought its shelier, Nelly now gathered eourage,
and betbought her of binding vp her ankle tight-
ly with the bandkerchief banging round Lerneck.
"T'his she did, hoping to sliy lis pawm; acd having
accomished her purpose, she erept to the spot
where shie had seen materials for making a fire ;
and procuring fint and tinder, dexterously ma-
naged to light some well dried sticks, whicii soan
crackled and blazed brghtly.
added a rurf or two; and though there was, pro-
bably, more smoke than you or T might have ap-
proved of, reader, she was by no means mecom-
woded by it.

“If 1 am to be murdered,” thought she, 41
may as well die camfortable ;* and with this 1dea
she endeavored 1o infuse some warmth into her
chilled frame. What Fogarty’s designs might
be she could not tell ; but {rom what she knew
of bis character latterly, she feared he was capa-
ble of committing any crime for the sake of re-
venge. Weak aud exhausted as she was, the
heat of the fire had soon a somnolent eflect, and
sbe was gradnally dropping off into slumber,
whea a noise suddenly roused her, and a voice
rang ia her ear—

“ Holloa ; young woiman, yow’re our prisoner.”

By the lignt of tbe blazing sticks she bebheld
two figures in the costume of revenue police
quite close to her. They had evidently been at-
tracted to the cave by the light from within it ;
and 2 constderable force being in the neighbor-
liood, oa the lock-out for a party of illicit distil-
lers, they were not slow to take advantage of the
beacon. Police, or as they are termed, ¢ Peel-
ers,” of any description, are not particular favor-
ites with the peasantry of Tipperary, and Nelly
trembled very muck as she found herself in the
custody of the reveaue men. In vain she en-
deavored to explain to them that she was there
agafast her own will ; the story was not a proba-
bie one ; and seizing ber by the arm rudely, they
demanded wheve her aceomplices were, inform-
ing her with a good deal of bitterness that they
had a warrant for the apprehension of Fogarty
and some others for the murder of their late of-
ficer, Grogan. Nelly’s spirit was at lengih

[T
roused, and she stoutly denied all kuowledge of
the whereabouts of her supposed companious ;—
but the men, who bad been roused to a piteh of
great ferovity by the barbarous murder of Gro-
ran, heard the words with incredulity, and in-
formed lier they must arrest ber. Matters were
now beginning to look very black for Nelly, for
she held it alinust-a greater misfortane to be in
the hands of the revenue men than of Fogarty.
By various threats and promises, they still en-
deavored 10 draw from her some mformation re-
specting the present hiding-place of the fellows
they were searching for; but as she persisted
m declaving ber utter ignorance of their move-
ments, they at length abandoned the eflort.—
i They took possession of the fire-arms in the cave,
;and  having searched among its other contents,
Featisfied themselves by battering and kicking cat
ithe remains of the old still, and then regaled
| themeelves with pretty strong drauglts of po-
[teen. Three men, fully armed, remaied to
[ guard the cave, while the rest went to make fur-
| ther searen among the mountains. The night
l’ was now itlaminated by a clear, anclonded moon,
|

which rendered outward objects perfectly dis-
“tinet.  Retreating (o an end of the cave, re-

she was, she could not think of attempling to

To these she !

after flash of lightning in quick succession lit up [moved from where the police were _L’_:llllt':l'l‘!(“i white she sull lay t

roupd the fire, Nelly sat m parivet silenee, in-:
wardly praying that {ate would contrive a way |
to release fier from the presence of these beings |
whom she so inuch dreaded.  As the night wore |
on, the men deank deeper, til} their herds became ‘
tconfused.  Shots were heard in the distance, !
breaking the siillness of the air, aradually grow-;
ing mare frequent, while a Lideousneise of voiees, |
yelling and shouting, mingled with the
Suldenty the men staggered 1o their fuet.
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tone of them hastening o the montis ol
reave, bstened cagerly.  {rwas erdent that

L was going on vot vory far o
Dinost savage kind, made the
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' Tmoready, thes," repd
bwell enough inchined for a aprec
their prisoner, they all three
seaveely knowing whether they stond o
heads or their heels, but eapable enongh of 6i2h
ing boldiy.

Nelly ardently trusted that they g
came burk, though we don’t suppose she wasd
sapguinary encugh to hiope they weuld be Kifled !
in the fray, carcely kaew whether the de-
feat of the waugglers ar the reve
be the more adrantageous to b

.
bBloLever !
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and shvering for a long while, thuakag
:might probably try to make her escape, evon
ishe had to eraw! step by step all the way.  {y ]
degrecs the nolse of lighting gresw more fint, w

)

e 2 0
if the combutants were toviag 1o a g
tance.

At lengtl it was only atiare in
she heard a shot at all.
ion the prudence of now venturing from the cave !
at all hazards, when the scund of upproxehing
steps struck upon her ear, A theill of horvor
shot through her heart.  Nearer and nearer
they came — u heavy tramp, like the meweqred
i tread of twe or three men waiking stowly,  "The
sounds ceased at the entrance {5 the cave s und !
with eyes nearly biind {rom tersor, Nelly beteld,
i the dim light, the wncovered bead of 2 man
thrust through the aperture, quickly followad by
lis shoulders and the rest of bis Lody. Iiaving
made its entrance w this way the figurs creninl-
Iy fay at lull length, flat upon the ground, without
motion ; and Nelly heard the sound of retveating
footsteps cutside.  The moonlight stymuni
in, now fell faintly on the form of her
silent companion, and with a cold shuwlder
the girl became aware that she was within @ fow
paces of a dead man. DBy his dress she con-
cluded that bhe bad been one of the smugalers,
and earaestly bending down, she examincd bhis
features, hut they were unknown to her. Ghastly
and stifl, with eyes glazed and wide open, the
corpse seemed to stare hiorribly at her.  She re-
treated in fear and trembling, but found it impos-
sible to keep her eyes off that sinister form.—
The dread of being alone with the dead is over-
powering among some portions of the Irsh pea-
saatry ; and perbaps Nelly felt morz alarmed at
being n such close contact with a corpse than
shie had yet felt sinee her capture by Fogarty.—.
Tt wasa straage fear, not connected with this|
world, and therefore the more terrible. Witk 2!
thousznd wild funcies rushing throngh fler twind,
among which ghosts, demons and other ghastly
forms, bore most unpleasant puris, she made an
agonizing effort to Mave the cave, and crecping
onwards passed the dead man as she madz her
exit through the aperture. It was a calm, cold
night, the sky deep blue, and a brsad <hining
moon riding high in the heavens. Dark masses
of wountans surrourded her, rising high and
wild above the hollow in which she stood. it
was impossible for her to know the best way 1o
turn, Chilled, terrified, and weak from want of
food and sleep, she lound it difficui® to move a
step 3 but assisting herself by her bands to clib
a rugged ascent, she slowly crepton,  Atiength
reaching a lofty emioeace, from woich she de-
scried what appeared to be a worg path winding
along for a considerable dmstance, trusting to
chance she struck into it; and moving thus
stowly for 2 long wlule, had made considerable
way, whena faintness overcame her, and she
sunk down senselesy.
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CHAPTER YVIL

On returning o partial consclousness, Nelly
found herself Iying in a bed with the clothes
tightly tucked round her, und a feeling of great
weariaess oppressing her.  ‘Though aware that
some person was sitting near her, sod that the
walls of a liouse surrounded ber, there was sume-
thing dreamlike in it all ; and feeling unable to
collect her senses clearly, she soon dropped off
into a confuwsed slumber. How long she remain-
ed fn ths listless state—alwivst as much dead as
alive—she could not telf ; but she had an - indis-
tinct 1dea that any days and mghts elapsed
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wanld awiliingly buve
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she b
quired thme o re
Many wmove days elapeoid
dered it to trave
gouL Witk 0 great g ek
have oaly thrown her Back; nad,
Alaber, tie man of the lonae, wav ul
sitatedd to procure a donkag-vart, to conver Ler
bome.  Oue geey winler moarninr, then, <ie toglk
her place on the bundle of vraw, piled £ her
benefit m the siall eart, and taking a woateful
farewell of her kind fends, set out on ber jour-
ney. DBad roads readered Ler nragress sty and
unpleasant ; and it was ulready evening, with a
thick raiv falling, when she found  lhersolf pear
her beloved home. Not wizhiug a stranger chould
witness heraseeting with her relatives, sie pre-
ferred getting down from the cart before reach-
ing the house, aud pursuing the rest of the way
en foot. Behold Ler, then, in the gathe-ing dark-
ness of the winter evening, tharkiully approach-
ing her parests’ deelling, thouglh pale wd weak
from recent iilness.  She was already upon the
pateh of meaduew belore the house—alreatly with-
ina yard or iws of the door-—now her hand was
upon the fateh.  ‘Phe door bad been fasteued for
the nizht, and <k was obliged to knoeke for ad-
miltance, marmring, a< =he did so, » devont—
the be to God 1

Lor & motient the swinuons was uuanswered,
but the vogee of Lo Lather at deagth denanded
who was there, )

“1%s me, futher.
ve, 7 rephed the yousg
from emoticu.

A silence av of death reigned b the honse for
severad minutes,  Then the door flew open, and
the figiwve of her futlier, wrthiul apd facious,
stovd before her,

“ Begope, you shumelul wreinh!™ he exclaim-
ed, wildiy. ¢ Disgrace nevir duwrkened your
father’s name (H 10 wis blackened by you I—
Quit the place.  Hide vour face from all belong-
ing 10 ye, you ungrateivd gin ! ilow dare you
show youwrseil huek bwre inthis brazsa way? It
well becomes you to have that inpedence, now
that yow've zat ne whae ehe o go, since the
blackguard you wisi oif wil bus been tuk up for
murder and rubbery.”

Astonished at this rezeption, yet fully compre-
hending what the words of Dber futher meant,
Nelly endeavoured 16 utter :cimw explanatory .
seatences, but Le would not listen 1o 2 word from
her, and even her nother now celied oul dtern-
ly—

“Come i, at: st the door, the air’s blow-
i’ in cowld.” i

In an instant after the dooi was banged with
a force that made the liuges wemble, and the
miserable girl found Lerself tnce agam alope,
standing out iu the chill wight »ir, with the ram
pattering thickly . on ber.  Her Lead became
giddy, and, staggering a few peces from the
house, she would -bave fallen to the groudd, had
nota frindly arm been passed ronud ber slight -
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