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THE FRENCH LANUUAGE.

Mr. J. P. Tardivel o! La Verite, in hie
chapter entitled "Causerie sur l'Euca
tion"l in his issue of lait week, falls foul
of L'Electeur on the question of the
dual language. IL appears that the
latter j -urnal contends that, willing
or not, the language of the
millions (English) muât be spoken by
French-Canadians; in fact, that it is
mra important than the French lan-
guage in the genexal affaire of life in
Ibis epoch and in Canada. Mr. Tardivel
in of opinion that useful as the English
language is (and he admits its great
utility and almost neccesity) tb French
Canadian sbould give the preference to
his mother tongue. We agree with
Mr. Tardivel. As far back as 1886 we
publicly advocated the same idea, and
ince we bave had no reason to regret so

doing or change our opinion.
On both-a ides examples are given;

there are dozens of prominent Canadians
wboa speak Equally both languages;
thcre are ale scor s of successful men,
in the Church, on the Bench, in the Pro-
fession and in the State, as wel as in

-,Commerce,' who know only one Jan-
guage, and who speak English quite im.
perfectly. L'Electeur may be more utili-
tarian'; La Verite is certainly more
pairiotic and sensible. By all means let
the French-Canadian child be taught
Englishi; it will be a mrst important
factor in his education, and will serve to
level the road he las to travel down the
years of his future; but commence by
teaching him bis mother tongue, by
making him speak and thoroughly un-
derstand the' French. Let il be so

-.-sta mped upon is mind snd planted in
his heart that forever it must hold the
firt place, sud all'danger of its ever
beinir effaced or uprooted je obviated.
He bas Lime enougih, if he have the
talent, Lhe opportunity, Lhe inclInatIon,

tr If-ife séé thé necesittutdytie
l~gse w1.ih wi1 complet.ebisnduca

tin "nd polai'off his future;baL if is
mother tongue is neglected from tie
cradie, experience bas proven'that h.
wil have certain difficulty in lesning it
properly later on, and he will find that
his inclinations .to preserve and perpetu-
ate the chief safeguard of his nationality
have diminished ta an alarming degree.

What is -man? A being created by
God, and consisting of two elements-a
body and a soul. Perfect as -te body
may be, let the soul depart from it and
you bave only a corpse, a mass of clay
that a few houre mrust-reduce to asies.
A nation ia the aggregate of individuals;
and a nation consista of a material body
and spiritual elements. In this country
the Englishlanguage gives expression to
the solid body of the nationhood. In
every part of the world it ia understood;
it is the language of commerce, of pro-
gress, of inventit n. But the French re-
presents the spirit of the nationhood; it
is the language of arts, soiences, philoso-
phy, literature, religion; it is above allJ
the diplomatic language of the universe.i
Take away the French language and1
you destroy the spirit that animates thatj
being called a nation, a people.,

Moreover, the French language ie the
medium whereby tbousands of the mosti
useful, the sweetest, the loftiet, the,
most inspiring ideas that the world basi
ever known, are embalmed for the use1
and admiration of untold generations.i
Let the French-Canadian child forget or
learn indifferently his mother tongue1
and ho will grow up without a perfecti
knowledge of English and without any(
knowledge of the perfections and beau-j
Lies of the French. He will soon affect1
to despise his mother tongue, and, afterî
the example of a number who went to
the United S!ates.(and who are now glad
ta get back) h will find himsel uin turn
contemned by bis own people and
laughed at by the English-speaking race.
Some have even gone so far, in their in-
sane desire to pass for Americans or
English, as to translate their very names.
Not long ago in Chicago one Magloire
L'Evesque, told a magistrate that he
was Mr. Myglory the Bishop.

No matter how high the position to
which a French-Canadian may aspire,
in the Church, or in the professions, in
public life, or in business, let him re-
member that the more perfectly ho
knows the language of Bossuet, Bourda
loue, Fenelon, Corneille, Racineand La-
martine, the mure likely is ho t> bEcome
an adept in that of Bacon, Onatham,
Macaulay, Shakespeare, Milton and
Longfellow. Besides. as a Catholic, ho
muet know that the French laws and
French language are the two pillars that
protect the religions and national insti
tutione from falling beneath the strength
of the Sampson of Anti-Catholicity.

WS HAVE already spoken of our St.
Patrick's Day Souvenir Number. - We
are aniions to add a new feature to this
publication. If the colleges and con.
venie wvould get their best and most
clever pupils to write short essays upon
the feast, either from a religions or a
national standpoint, or fron both, and
each institution send us the most able
production, we will publish the same,
with the pupil's name and portrait. But
we muet alo get the photograph of the
pupil, and have the material in before
the 16th of this month. The composi-
Lion abould not exceed a column and a
half. We have several Limes made
similar offers and no attention was paid
to them; and yet our institutions wonder
why the press is not more liberal withi
the young. W. biad ta give up the.
youh' column of lettors, simply be-
cause there was only oeschool liai took.

i .c
SdVMit . of i It la ioo i to -b. part ,erormaneMat which
bled tfrer ôÊpportunities upon thos theym b e t estittering

who se0l0 dlyclamor fo thèmwhen all thi me and'th i Ei llOies them.
3hey donoî exist. selveS wiWll hehnllis o-ver." Ths

sentence followu a mostuarcastic descrip-
tion of the MontrealState Drawing-
Room,"adescription that we do not deem

We have had many occasions to criti- it necessary to reproduce. The Professor
cise Professor Goldwin Smith for his very then addi: 'The genuine thing in the
prejudiced expressions of opinion con- old country has at least.:the grace of an-
cerning theCatholic Church, Irish ques- tiquity, while the performers do not
tions and Canada; but we have never need a posture-master to teach them how
'hesitated to give credit to that able to courtesy. But what can the imitation
.writer whenever lie happened to appear among us generate except vanity and
rational in his effusions. A couple of lunkeyism, together with the habita of
weeks ago we pointed ont how exact he expenditure, which have left the family
was in bis criticism of Fronde, this week of a prime minister in want of public as-
we can heartily approve of ome ideas sistance ?"
expressed in hie recent letter to the We are not quite as democratic as
London Advertiser. Speaking of the'the multi-phased professor, especially
movement no generouuly set on foot to when he goes into raptures over Ameri-
provide for the family of the late lament- can institutions as contrasted with those
ed Premier, Professor Smith says: "Sir of Canada; but we cannot help admit-
John Thompson's family have a fair ting that he is not far wrong in his esti-
claim, not only on our sympathy, but on mate of the true value and remults of the
our justice. Sir John had been compelled, miniature pomp and court life that our
in conformity with the social require. citizens are induced to adopt. O1 course
ments and the present scale of living at Mr. Smith ses everything perfect in
Otawa,to expend on ministerial hospital- Washington; but he must forget that
ities more than, with.his salary, he could "like causes" over there-produce "like
afford. The mimic court at Ottawa in. effects ;" and that even without the ex-
evitably leads to expensive habits. Yeare cuse that we have the inhabitants of the
after the departure of Lord Dufferin, who American capital from the samie social
was the real creator of this court, it was extravagance and rivalry. Much as our
said that the narrow purses of clerks in American cousins may boast their demo-
Government departments were still feel- cratic principles, their practice falls short
ing the effects of bis reigur." of the mark; moueyed aristocracy drives

Whether Lord Dufferin.in to blame them into the same groove. In Canada
for the extravagance to which this -as a general rule-the words of Burns
system gave rise is a question apply to our people :
open to debate, but the cold fact "The rank ls but the guinea-stamp.
remains that more domestic trouble and The man's the man for a' that."
financial ruin have been caused by this
semi-regal state of social entertainment "6WAGES CONTRASTED. '

than could easily be calculated. To In the Brooklyn E igie, a! January 24,
such a degree had it come at the Capital, Mn.Prancis Wayland Glen has a very
that nobody was "anybody" who had telling biter au the subjectof "Wages."
not xeceived an invitation to Rideau Evidently the rocont trolley lin. diflicul-
Hall. And for very many of the citizens tien in that city gave tb. writer o! that
sncb an invitation was the forerunner of communication occasion ta express the
another and more emphatic views that bo ably ets forth. With a

I"Billet-doux, considerable portion of the. etter we areWithQ,ueen Vlotoria's compliments,
Requesti ng one Pound two."intimdaeycnenda ti lo

W. know cases in 'which men were gether local ta Brooklyn u fth matterd
obliged to launcl inio a very vortex of ireated. But thore are a lew goueral
debt 'in order that thoir wives and acs laid down trayl may serve as a baei
datugltera s huld assiat aI a recoptiou e or of argument, hu any city where the
bail, and uhat their names should appear trolley systeni eeune r in flivocof
in the mcraing CiLizin as members of more subitantial compensation for ma

what aociety cafla le .dite. Imagine a 'twhove had the live of citizhns are
poor feUlo w, who is try ing to eke out an contaty ateptako. The folowing parae
existence on a ealry of six or moyen, or grap, for example, May find its appli-
even nine hundred dollars a year, ependrgone ven in aOur oWn Cityh:
ing 'ie tird hofa bi pittance on the I A mecani in, a mayrvcbina shop e-
duersshouldrEsses ad accompanying re- ceives frm $2 50 ta $ 50 fo ten hours

necesaryfor runnrng the.lathe. For eight hourBquirements, rather than have hie nameai the ten he staind or walks by it a d
ind those orhie fainily members o fitted imply looks on. A carpentei recives
in the reports o the opening o d closing $4 for tn hour , and a tone mao n from

i te House, tar vice regal rceptin $4to $5 fort xae, ma They do not re-
evnninehundred dlar a e, mpenid caive teo mu ou motorman worksingtheendr thd ofxes trt e mn t th bis bande and feet, hie oys and h e
ecesry duress Ean acOpanyinre-vesfbrun, without a momente intormiesiou,
bimself outside thre sodal circle. He je ta rn $3 in twelvehours. I it seldouri
"btween the devil and thav deep saes thet he bas en rode or walks btrack head
ruanose ofitins onmiyembe omittd om. loks oasponsible evry momentrinons erorltis o the oe andlosingdfor human life. IL is banemaoed robbery
social ostrciem on thie other. We bave to ask hm t render That service for
known eeveral who paid as high is ten laborers twageo."
per cenit pr onthta monxeY-lendee, in bLeaing a msioemeexact figures, for
Omlawa,iu order t soecurei e sufficient thoey do n altogeter gre. Iwith e
amouit ta settie millinery eand dres- rates a w rges inMonrea, we ear
making bills. The money had to-be go heartily commend the writer-for hie re
because credit would .not be given ; ex- marks regarding motormen and the
perience taught the tradespeople many salaries that'their responsible position
severe lessons. On whom does the'blame should command. It is totally unneces-
fall for all this ? On the victima of the sàry t.'go into details conéerning all the
system. On whom should it fall On difficulties-these men have to meet and
the promoters and encourager& of that coolly overocinè Anyprson who
systemn. tavels on ou ètreet ars, ïepecially in

In concluding hisletter GoldwinSmith winter baorly to ak.a front seat a
bits sone very bard raps and uses - ew timesašsud t h aperation of
pressions that mighit be sonïewhat uai guiding,-heking tantin and controll-
fied, but.'which, in a genal appicati ingtb cLbe ovnced 1f Lb faoî
are verytimely.H le:"IL is2wndr- tiattl emnon*hos&cton :8 any
fui that~ self-rectnopl ntoe 'sm~ iiy e ~aÇ dnd is


