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JUST RECEIVED,
SERMONS BY THE LATE

REVEREND J. J. MURPHY,

who lost his life at the fire at Back River on the
night of December 4th, 1875,
We have just received from our Agents in El.:gla'nd
s consignment of SERMONS on VARIOUS SUB-
JECTS, given by
TEE LATE REV. J. J. MURPHY, IN 1871,
Price, $2.00. Free by mail on receipt of price

from
© D. & J. SADLIER & CO,,
Catholic Publishers,
275 Notre Dame Street, Montreal,

THE LION OF FLANDERS;

OR,

THE BATTLE OF THE GOLDEN SPURS.
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BY HENDRIK CONSCIENCE.
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CHAPTER VIIIL

The city magistrates and their friends the Lil-
yards had goue to great expense about the cere-
monial of the royel entry. The triumphal arches
and scaffoldings, and the precious stuffs with which
they were adorned, had cost large sums of money;
besides which, a quantity of the best wine had been
served out to each of the king's men-nt-arms.  As
all this had been done by order of the magistrates,
and consequently had to be paid for cut of the com-
mon chest, it had been rcgarded by the citizens
with the greatest dissatisfaction.

All the machinery of the pageant had long been
removed; De Chatillon was at Courtral, npd the
royal visit almost forgotten, when one morning, at
ten o'clock in the forenoon, s cri:r appeared before
the town-hall, at the usual place of proclamation,
and by sound of trumpet called the people together
As soon as he saw & sufficient number of bearers
assembled, he produeed a parchment frow a case
which hung at his side, and began toread aloud :

#It is hereby maie known to each and every
citizen, that the worshipful the magistrates have
ordered as follows, that is tosay: .

< That an extraordinary contribntion be levied
for covering the expenses of tl e entry uf our gra-
cious prince, King Philip. . v .

“That each and every inkabitant of the city pay
thereto the sum of eight groats Flemish, to be paid
head by head, without distinction of age.

“'Phat the tax-gatherera collect the rame on
Saturday next, from door to door ; and that such ag
by force or fraud refuse or evade psymeut of 'the
same be compslled thereto in due courae of law.”

Those of the citizens who henrd this proclama-
tion looked at one another with astonishment, and
secretly murmuved at so arbitrary an exnc‘tlou.
Among these were severu] journeymen of the Cloth-
workers' Company, who, without delay, hastened to
make the matter known to their Dean, L

Deconinck received tho intelligence with extreme
displeasare, Such a violent blow struck at the
rights and liberties of the commonulty filled Lim
with mistrust as'to .what might follow, for he saw
in it o first, sbep towards tho' despotism under
which, with, the il of France, the pobles were
endeavouring again to Lring the people; and hé
determiaed o, defent these firsy attenipts cither by
foree or potiey,. . He well knew that any, .OAPI)OIS]tYi'O'l‘l
might easily be fatal fo Lim, for th: foreigu armies
#till occupied:, Flanders; but, po consideration
could check  his, patriotic zeal : he'had devot:
ed himse!f body, and.soul to, the weal of his native
city. sending imm-diately. for the company’s
beadle, he thug tommissioned him: . © o

“Ge rouad instuntiy, 1o ull ihg masters, 1 .d sume
mon thi-pi in, my,uame t it “forthwith at ths
hall, \

v.name to meet fortnwith ab b
Lst them iny alf elsy dside, dnd dehiy not'a
moment, for the mntier-is urgent” - o
+, The Clothworkers’, Hali wwus. .a specious Auilding

with o voupd, gable. -4 siogle. largs ‘widdow io:
front ‘gvh}u. f'é,f%&lc}ti',th “aris, of the company,’

oty 7 i % .,.? et T i e ot
-zays light ip thé,preatToom g8 the st flobt; pydr]
e widg doprvag,s .«;tzﬂ. Sﬁiiﬁ?‘sq‘&'&é.Pnﬂi'&;‘i&,ﬂFﬂ on,,
anistienljycy fn stare..,, 1 K1 OH8(E Feegbla o
front wap fithout araatmen ot hraesnsion ;1 woald
-bave boen,ifgeuls 1n Fact, 19 gces b 1At
ancu that it ‘'was here tho wealthiest'guild gn-fl!',’laqf'
.,(_l‘l‘nl'F hl}ld {{g“fﬁsetihv'vg' “for - it ﬂ »" ft\e”‘é“.{ 311é‘ﬂ‘ln§
*mig AR by E’ﬁy\iﬁf’tﬁ'@iﬁdqﬁﬂi“ijﬁﬁpﬁg1t£§,§3;?‘;'
‘Notwithafhidh éajsﬁaigeg‘?ﬁg&iﬁgrmgi d
and o T ‘ 3 q:. » de e Tr i s
‘ Bm-m&%: ssﬁ%‘?‘ai&s !?#‘o*{ ealuA bk

‘not one of them was empty or uncmployed. Ina
spacious room on the second story were te be seen
the master-pieces, or specimens of work. which
every one had to show lLefore he could be admitted
to the mastership ; and also patterns of the most
eostly stuffs that the looms of Bruges could pro-
duce. In an adjoining chamber were exhibited
models of all the implements made use of by weav-
ers, fullers, and dyers. In thethird apartment were
laid away the dresses and arms which were used by
the guild on occasions of ceremony.

The principal roor, in which the masters held
their mestings, lay towards the street. All the
operations which the wool had to undergo, from
those of the shepherd and shearer to those of the
weaver and dyer, and even to the foreign merchant,
who came from distant :lands to excbange bis gold
for the stnffs of Flanders. were exhibited upon the
walls in well-executed paintings. Several oaken
tables and a number of massive seats stood upon
the stone-floor, Six velvet-covered arm-chairs at
the further end indicated the place of the Dean and
Ancients.

The beadle once deepatched, it was not long be-
fors a considerable number of master-clothworkers
were assembled at the hall, energetically discussing
the matter which for the time most occupied them,
and overspread every countenance with the deepert
gloom, Most of them were violent In their expres.
sions of indigpation against the magistrates : never-
theless, there were some who seemed disinclined to
teke any extreme steps, While the assembly was
thus each moment ipcreasing, Deconinck entered
the room, and passed slowly through the crowd of
his fellows up to the great chair, where his place
was, The Ancients took their seats beside him;
the rest mostly remained standing by their seats,
tne better to catch sight of their {Dean's counten-
ance, and read off from his furrowed brow the full
sense of his weighty and eloquent spcech. The
whole number present was sixty persous.

Ac soon a3 Deconinck saw the attention of his
fellows directed upon bimself, with an emphatic
gesture of bis hand lie thus spoke:

# My brethren! give heed to my words, for the
enemies of our freedom, the eremies of our pros-
perity, arc forging fetters for our feet! 'The magis-
trates and Lilyards have flattered the foreigner who
is become our master by receiviny him with ex.
traordinary pomp ; they have pressed us into their
gervice for the erection of their scaffoldings and
arches, and now they require that we sbould make
good thie cost of their scandalous prodigality from
the fruits of our hounest labour; a demand which is
an infringement alike on the liberties of our city
and on therights of our company. Understand me
well, my brethren, and endeavour with me to pene-

"| trate the future ; if for this once we submit toan

arbitrary imposition, our liberty will goon be tram-
pled under foot. This is the first experiment, the
fivst pressure of the yoke that is hereafter to sit
heavy upon our necks. The unfaithful Lilyards,
who leavo their Count, our lawtul lord, in a foreign
prison, that they msy the better be able to gain the
mastary over us, bave long fattened upon the sweat
of our brows, Longz did the people serve them,—
serve them as beasts of burden, and with sighs and
groans, 'U'c you, men of Bruges, my fellow-citiz2us,
was it first given to break the chains of slavery; you
rose up agalnst your tyraots like menand neveragain
shall you bow your necks ucder the yoke of des-
potism, At prerent our prosperity is tna envy, our
greatness the admiration, ofall the prople of the
carth ; is it not then our bounden duty to preserve
for ourselves,—to hand down to our children, those
liberties which our fathers won for us, and bave
made us what we are? Yes, it is our duty, and a
gacred one! and whoso forzets it is a caitift un-
deserving the name of man, a slave worthy only of
contempt !"

But here one of the masters present, by nawe
Brakels, who had already twice ﬁ'lled the office ot
Dean, ruse from his seat, and interrapted Deconinek’s
specch with these words:

“You are always talking of slavery and of our
rights ; but who tells us that the worshipful magis-
trates iutend to infritge upon them? Is it not
better to payeight groats than to break the peece
of the city ? For it is easy to see that if we resist,
we sha!l not getoff withont blocdshed.  Many of us
will Lave to bury a child or a Lrother—and all for
eight groats! 1f we were to take your word for
every thing, the Clothworkers would have their
tgood-day# in band oftener than their shuttles ;
but 1 hope that our wasters will be too wise to fol-
low your atlvice on this occasion.”

T'h!s speech caused the greatest excitement amjug
all present, Some; though but & few, made it ap-
parent by their gestures that they thopght with
Drakels; but by far the greater number disapproved
of the sentiments he bad expreesed.

Deconinck had narrowly watched the counten-
ances of his brethren, and had told over the num-
ber of those upon whose support he could reckou.
Having speedily convinced Limself that the party
of his'adversary wasbut small, he replied

+ Tt'stands written expressly in our laws, that no
new ‘burden can be laid upon the people without
their own consent. This freedom bas been pur.
chissed at a very ¢ostly price; and no person, be he
who he may, lias the power to violate it. True it
i3, that no one who does not luok far forward, vight
groatg, paid once for all, are no great matber; und
certainly it1s not for eight groats' suke that l_wou!d
urge you to-resistance ; but the liberties which are
our bulwark against the despotism of the Lll_\'nl;d.-’,
:ghall we allow them toh: broken duown? Noj;
that 'wére at once mest base sd most improvident.
Kuow, brethren, tbat liberty is @ tender plavt,
which;'if yon break Lut a single branch frem off i,
‘sobu fades-and diés’; if we allow the Lilyards o
olip‘our-tres,swe'shall soon have no longer power
to defend its'witliered: trask. Oace for all, wheever
has o muw's lenrt in his bosom does not pay the
eight gronts ! Whoever Tecls true Ulaward blood
in bis veins; et bim:life-his® good-duy,’ and strke
-for the peoply'airightst - But fet the ,\'nt’e.deter.’
imihdl;~f\ghnl{"~fﬁ bave: satd’is-my opinion,'vot:my
legmindrd M ool et
-’95' if}é thege words the:master whohied-already spoked
ron'the-opposite’side Tejotned:! -~ =il ot
lute Youradvicelid evilyt+You tako -pleasur=in tu- |
-multiand 'blopdshd, im order'that-in the miizsuuf]
. thatbon fusion your hame=may pass frome.man t::'_r:ﬁ;;

. Ta8y

) moutkd as duritleade

Wersitinot miuch wiset]

Y

1 +41% A dream; a veln, dream{! replied

true subjects, to submit to the French government,
and so to extend our commerce over the whole of
he great land of France? Yes, I say, the govern-
ment of Philip the Fair will forward our prosperity;
and every right-minded citizen therefore must re-
gard the French rule as a benefit. Our magistrates
are wise men aud honourable gentlemen.”

The greatest nstonishment showed itself through-
out the assembly, and a few angry and contempt-
nous looks were cast upon him who beld this un-
seemly Jangunge, Asfor Deconinck, be could no
louger contain his wrath ; his love for the people
was unbounded, and moreover he felt it adishonour
to the whole guild that one of his own Clothworlers
should thus express himself.

% What 1" he exclaimed, t is all love for frcedom
and fatherland dead in our bosoms? Will you, out
of thirst for gold, kissthe very hands that ave rivet-
ing the chains about your feet ? And shall poster-
ity have it to say, that it was the men of Bruges
that first bowed their heads before the foreigner and
his slaves? No, my brethren, you will not endure
it ; you will not let thia blot come upon your name,
Let the cowardly Lilyerds barter away their frec-
dom to the strapger for wiserable gold, and p-nce
such as dustaids love ; but let us remain free from
reproach aud shame. Let free Bruges ooce again
pour out the blood of her free children for the
right! So much the fairer tioats the bLlood.-red
standard ; so much the fuster stands the people's
power.”

Here Deconinck wade a short pause ; and before
he could resume, Master Brakels again broke in :

# 1 repeat it, sty what you will, What disgrace
is it to us that our prince is a straoger? Ou the
contrary we ought to feel proud that we are now a
part of mighty France, What matters it to a na.
tion that lives and thrives by commerce to whose
sway it bows ? Is not Mahomet's gold as good as
our?’

The indignation agaiost Brakels was vow at the
Lighest,—=0 high, in truth, that no one deigned to
answer him ; only Deconinck sirhed deeply, and at
last exclaimaed:

* 0,8hame ! a Lilyard, a bastard bas spoken in
our hall! Wenre disgraced for ever !

A tamalinous movement passed through the as-
sembiv, and many an eye flashed wrath upon Master
Brakdls -

Suddenly 1 voice was heard from the mist of
the assembly, “ Tura the Liiyard out! un French
hearts among us!" and the cry was repeated again
and again feom one to another.

It now requived ol Deconinck’s intluence to keep
the peace ; nota few secined inclived to violence;
and the question was put, whether Drakels should
be expelled the company, or fined in forty pounds’
weight of wax,

While the clerk was busy takiog the votes, Brak-
els stood with an unconcerncd air before the Dean,
He relied upon these who had received with favour
his first speech; but in this he greatly deceived
himself, for the name of Lilya:d, a sore reproach in
the eyes of all, had not left hini & siogle friend.
‘The sentence that he should Le expelled the com-
pany was given without a dissentient voice, and
the aopnouncement was received with general accla-
mation.

Upon tkis all the fury of the Lilyard burst forth,
and a torrent of threats and abuse flowed {rom his
mouth. The Dean sat on in his place with the
greatest composure, without deigniog a reply to his
adversary's insults, Presently there came up two
stout journeymen, who officiated as doorkeepers, and
required Brakels to leave the hall forthwith, as no
louger & member of their body. Full of spite and
bitterness, be obeyed, and now thirsting for revenge
presented himself without loss of time before John
Vun Gistel, the principal tax.gatherer, whom be
informed of the opposition organised by the Dean
of the Clothworkers, -

Poter Deconinck continued at considerable lenuth
to address his fellows, the better to encourage them
to the defence of their rights. It was far from
being bis desire, however, that they should do any
thing tumultuously ; and he strictly enjoined them
to cunfine themselves to refusing payment of the
cizht groats, until lie should call them to arms.

All the members now left the hall, and male the
best of their way homeward, Deconinck proceedsd
alone ana in deep thought along the old Sack Strect,
intending to have a conference with his friend
Drudyel. Heforesaw how great would be the efforty
of the nobles 1o re-vsiablish their power over the
people, and he was meditatiog on the mieans of pro-
serving his brethren from falling again under the
yoke, The moment he was on the point of turnivg
into the Butcher Strect, he found himself surround.
ed by suins ten armed soldiers, while, the high.con.
stable of the town comitg up to him, required him,
in the name of the magistracy, to surrender withost
resistance.  His hands were bound behind his
back, asif he Lad been a common criminsl : t»
which, however, he submitted without contplaint,
well koowing thai vesistance was in vain.,  Iu'this
way he walked juittly ou through four or five
streets between the halberds of the sergenats, with-
‘out seemivg to pay any attention (o the exclama.
tioLs of wonder which every where greeted the pro-
cession ; and was at last conducted into an upper
cbamber of thé Pinee’s Court, iu which the city
magistrates were already assembled, vad along with
them the othet chiefs of the Lilysrds,—Jobn Van
Gistel, chicf recoiver of 1he tuxer, und the warest
friend of France in all Fianders, being at theichead.
The Jutter no sraner saw Deconinck before him,
than with an angry veice he exclaimed s - ‘

% 8o, fusolent, cifizén, you defy the authority of
the mugistiates ! We have heard of your rebellious
doings, and it =hall not be long before you pay for
disabedirnce ou the'gallows,”

- To this insulting speech Deconinclt: calmly an-
swered) o ; . N N T

“The liberty of iy :people is dearer to me: than
my lifo.: In'such a dvath there is no: shame. and
for myy/thieveis'ne fear; for the'people die not': There
will-g:ill be men énough - whose necks iwill never
‘bend. under theyoke.”: - L RIEATE RS O
Van..Gistel’; !
sithe people’s reign 13- over: - Under: the raleiof our!
gracions rovereign King:Philip-a'subject must obey:
‘bis:lord:-{¥ouriprivileges,exborted -by:you: froms
weak pringés, must Heeds:be reviewed'and:ourtailed;;
for youhave!giown: into iusolencé;upon theifavour:

et T .
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ghéwn, you; and:now riseiup against ‘usfsas.diso
| SRS e I8 Baage

dient subjects, worthy not only of punishment but
of contempt.” :

Deconiock’s eye flashed with indignation :

¥ God knows,” he exclaimed, ¢ whether it is the
people who better deserve contempt, or the Lilyards
those Lastard sons of Flanders, who forgot alike
their conutry and their honour, basely to fawn upon
a forcign master! Submissively you kneel before
this priree, who bas swom the downfall of your
country; and to what end? that you may bring
back into your hands your old despotic sway over the
people; and that for greed of gold! But you shall
not succeed ; they who have once tasted of the fruits
of the tree of freedom tnrn with disgust from the
baits you offer, Are you not the slaves of the fore-
igner? And think you that the men of Bruges are
sunk tow enough to be the slaves of slaves? Sirs.
you forget yonrselves strangely! Our country has
grown into grentness, the people have felt their
own dignity, and your iron sceptre is gone from you
fur ever”

 Be silent, rebel !” cried Van Gistel ; © whathave
such as you to do with freedom ? you were never
made for it."

% Qur freedom,” answered Deconinck, “ we have
bonght and paid for with the sweet of our brows
and the blood of our veins; and shall we, then,
permit suzh as you to wrest it trom us ?”

Van Gistel replied with a scornful smile:

wIdle words, Master Dean; your threats are
mere smoke. We have now the French forces at
our disposal, and sball soon show you that we can
clip the wings of the many-headed mounster. The
insolence of the commons has long passed all
bounds, and they must now be raled by other laws,
Our plans, be assured, are 80 well laid, that Bruges
shall humbly bow the neck; and as for yourself,
you shall not behold to-morrow’s dawn.”

“'I'yrant 1" cried the Dean; ¢ shame of Flanders!
Are not the graves of your fathers dug in her soil ?
Do not their scred ashes rest within the earth that
you, unnataral that you nre, wonld basely sell for
the gold of th» foreigner? Posterity shall judge
you for your cowardice; and your own children,
when they chronicle the deeds of these days, shall
curse and renounce you !

“ Tt is time tu make an end of these foolish. and
ipsolent declamations,” exclaimed Van Gistel,
“ Here, sergeants, to the dungeon with him until
the gatlows ia prepared!”

P Upon this Deconinck was led away, down several

flights of stairs, into an uaderground vauit, lle
was heavily ironed ; a chaio around his waist made
hiw fast to the wall, while Ly ancther his right
haod was linked to his left foot. An allowance of
bread aod water was set before him, the imassive
door was closed and locked, and the captive was
left alone in his solitary dungeon., e now saw
clearly from the words of Van Gistel bow seriously
the freedom of his native town was threatened, In
his absence, the Lilyards might overpower the
citizens with the aid of the foreign mercenarics,
and so annihilate th» iabours of his whole life, This
way & frightful thought for him, Ever and anon
as he moved under his chaias, cnd their clanking
strack his ear, he seemed to see his brethren lying
thus bound befure him, with shame aund slavery for
their portion ; and a tear of regret would trickle
down his cheeks.

The Lilyards, in truth, had long Leen busy with
a plot of surprise and treachery. Hitherto they had
never been abie to lay sny firma fouandation for their
ascendency in Bruges. The people wercall armed,
and could not be coerced. No sooner was any re-
course to violence attempted, than the terrible
‘goud days' appeared, and all their endeavours were
io vain® the gnilds were too strong for them. At
length, in order fo remove, once for all, this hind-
rauce cut of their way, they bad concerted s plan
with De Chatillon, row governor-general of Flan-
der, for surprising and disarming the citiz<ns on the
worvruw of this very day. An early bour of the
morsing had been fixed upon for the c¢xecution of
their desigpn, when De Chatillun was to be ready to
support them with five hundred French men-at-
arms; but however well their secret might be kept
from extraordinury observers, they greatly feared the
activity and penetration of Deconinck, who, more.
over, wus evidently possessed of secret sotirces of ic.
forinution which they had in vain endeavoured to
trace our. The Dean of the Clothworkers was craf-
tisr than them all, a3 they well knew ; they had
therefore seiz-d the ficst opportunity of arresting
him, in order to deprive the popular paity of their
ablest leader, and so fatally to weaken their ranks,
Brakel’s denunciation, and the intended resigtance
of the Cluthworkers, had merely served them as a
pretest. o

Having thus b-gun, Ly the e >mmittal of Dece-
ninck, the excention of their base plans for betray-
ing their wative city to the stranger, they were
about to Lreak up the assembly, when suddenly a
tumult was heard without, the door was burst open,
and a man forc «d his way through the doorkecpers,
who, striding proudly up to the assémbled magis-
trates, cried in a lowd voice: ‘

“The Trades of Bruges all upon you to say
whether yon will releass Deconiock, the Dean of
the Clothworkers,—yegor no? I advise you not to
long in makivg up your mind.”

# [ ask ‘you once more,” repeated Jan Breydel,
 will you set at large the Dean of the Clothworkers,
or will you not ?”

Van Glistel, after whizpming to one of
trates, cried in a loud volce :

“ Wu reply to the threats of a rebellious snbject
with the punishment he degerves,” Sergeants; seize
him ¥ ' e el

#Hal ha! BSeiz2 him'!? repeated Breydel, with a
laugh ; “who will seize me, I'shounld like to know?
Take notice that the commons are at this moment
about to make themselves masteéts of the building,
and‘that-each and cvery one’of 'you shall answer
withi his:life for the- Dean'of-the Clothworkers.—
You shal] ‘agon sec ' quite’atother:dance;-and to
quite’another tune too’;~—that:I promise you” = 1
-t Ménnwhile some of ‘the'sergeants in walting had
drawx near aid: selzed theDeantof the Butchers by |
the'collar, while one of thiem was/already-uncofling’

the magis-

o plece’of cord with: which’1d bind'kim;+ Bieydel, ) by,
intent upon what he was'saying; had hitherto taken | I

but ittle notice of these preparations; but now;ashe

turned away from the Lilyards,she perceived what: N

st by daassid gty

ibeofficers were about; and gending from his chest,a
Jeep sound; like the stippresied” roating of & bull |

ho L:;lst his flashing eyes upon his assailants, and
cried:

“Think you, then, that Jan Breydel, a free
butcher of Bruges, will let himself be bound like a
calf? Hal you will wait long enough for that !’

Aud with these words, which he uttered ina
voice of thunder, he struck one of the officers so
violently with his heavy fist upon the head, that
the man speedily imeasured his lenzth on the
ground ; then, while the rest stood stupetied with
astonishment, ho rapidly forced his way through
them to the door, prostrating seversl of them right
and left a8 he passed. In the doorway hie turned
round upon the Lilyards, and again exclaimed:

“You shall pay for it, insolent scoundrels'—
What! bind a Dbutcher of Druges! Woe to you,
accursed tyrants! Hear me! the drum of the

butcher's Guild shall beat your death-march!”

More he would bave said; but being no longer
able to hold Lis ground against the multitude that
was pressing upou him; he descended the staira,
uttering threata of vengeance as hie went.

An indistinet sound, like the roar of distant
thunder, now fell upon the ear from the other side
of the ¢ity. The Lilyards turned pale, and trem.
bled at the coming storm : nevertheless, being de-
termined not torelease their prisoner, they strength-
ened the guard about the building, so as to secure
it ngainst assault, and retired to their homes, pro-
teeted by an armed escort,

An hour afterwards the whole city was in insur-
rection; the tocsin sounded, and the drums of all
the gnilds beat to arms, The distant groan of the
coming storm had given place to the formidable
howl of the tempest, Window.shutters were closed ;
doors were fastened, and only opened again for the
grown men of the family to pass out in arms, The
dogs barked fiercely as though they had understood
what was going on, and joined their hoarse voices
to the angry shouts of their masters. Here the
people were grouped in masses; there they ran
hither and thither with hasty steps: some armed
with maces or clubs, others with * goud-days™” or
halberds, Among the strenming multitude the
Lutchiers were easily fo be recognised by their
flashing pole-nxes; the smiths, too, with their
heavy sledge-hammers on their shoulders, were con-
spicuous among the rest at the place of meeting,
which was near to the Clothworkers' Iull, and
where already a tormideble body of the gnilds
stood drawn up in aray. The multitude kept con
stantly increasiog, as each new-comer ranged him-
self under his proper standard,

At last, the assembly bLeing now euRiciently
numerous, Jan Breydel mounted the top of a wag-
gon, which by chavce wns stapding in the street,
and flourishing his heavy pole-fixe about his head,
in a stentorian voice thus addressed the throng :

“ Men of Bruges! the day has arrived when you
must strike for life and liberty! Now wo must
show tho traitors what we really are, and whether
there is a pound of slave's flesk to be found among
us, whatever they may think. They have Master
Deconinck in their dungeon; let us release him, if
it cost us our Llood. This is work for all the
guilds, and a right good treat for the butchers.—
Now, comrades, up with your slecvest’

And while bis followers were gbeying the word
of command, he himself, stripped bis sinewy arms
to the shoulder, and sprang from the waggon, cry-
fog:

“ Forward! Decouninck for ever!”

* Deconinck for ever!” was the universal ery.—
% Forward | Forward!” .

And, like the surging waves of a stormy ocean,
the angry multitnde rolled onward towards the
Prince’s Court, The streets resounded with the
cry of ¥ Deatli to the tyrants!™ while the terrible
clash of arms might e heard, mingled with the
baying of the dogs, the heavy toll of the Lells, and
the roll of the drums ; the citizens seemed possessed
oune¢ and all with sudden fury.

At the first approach of their frantic assailants
the p uards of the Prince’s Court fled in every direc-
tivn, aud left the building wholly undefended, But
hurried as their flight was, it was not rapid enough
to save them all; in an instant miore than ten
corpses lay on the ground in front of the palace.

Impatient of cach moment's delay, and furious
as an caraged lion, Breydel mounted the stairs by
three steps at a time, and meeting 8 French servant
in one of the passages, burled him headlong among
the people below, where the unhappy victim was
reccived on the points of the © good-days,” and in.
stantly despatched with clubs and wmoeces., Soon
the whole building was filled with the people.—
Breydel hed brought with him several of the smiths,
and the doors of the dungeons were speedily broken
open; but, to the dismay of the liberators, all were
empty; Decouinck was no where to be found.—
Then they swore in their fury fenrfully to avenge
his death,

No sooner had the Clothworkers heard that their
Denn had disappenred, than their rage became per-
fuctly ungovernable Instead of making further
search after him, they Turiied off in detachments
to the houses of the principal Lilyards, torced them
open, and broke and destroyed everything in them ;

Jbut of the Lilyards themselves not a single man

was to be found ; they had all foreseen the visit,
and had been tou prudent to await their coming,

Just as Breydel was about to leave the palace,
with thoughts full of despair and vengeance, an old
grey-headed fuller cnme up to him, and said:

¢ Master Breydel, you know not how to search.—
There is another dungeon at the' further end of the
building, as I have good reason 'to know ; for at
the time of the great distutbancer, ons mortal year
of my life did I li¢ there.. It is a deep underground
hole; be'plensed to follow me” =

Accordiogly, Breydel,” with several . others, fol-
lowed the old man ; aud’ they passed on’ throogh
many passages, till they reached a small iron door.
Here their gtiide took 'a’ gledge-hammer from the
hand of & smith who' was with them, and with o
stroke ot two broke the lock ; but the'door still ro-
fuged to open."Then,in o transport of impatience
Breydel:snatched the. hammer froni the'fuller; and
struck the door gucli a blow,.that all thi€ fastenings
was imbedded in;:h a1l became
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