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Mr, Oddie's Courtshp-..-à6
Mr. Msmkbam Oddie wirs a model

lodger, au aid bachelor sud a heart
wboie man-that ý.is ta say, he was ai
there until the day, considerably past
bis tortieth birtbday, that a special
fate toak hlm lubaud sud brougbt hlm
fsce ta face with the younger of two
ladies wfhc had recently corme ta live
in one ' f the bouses opposite.

They were evideutly mather sud
daughtem. Botb comeiy, sud tbe lat
named af the two had ane of the
sweetest faces Lt bad ever been Mr.

Oddie's luck ta behold. Skie ba)ppen-
ed ta drap a smali parcel wbile walk-
ing along their mutual rond sud ha
hurried after hem with IL The smîle
with wbich sbe received it went
etmaight through Mr. Oddie's semes-
what antiquated waistcoat.

Ail thie eveniug h. thought of that
omille. Whon he went ta bed, ha en-
deavored, with the aid of three eau-
dies, ta Set an impartial view afthat
regioni an the top of bis kieadý where
the kis air oug(ht ta bave been. but now,
aise, wss net. Tbat bald spot had
not troubled him, ouck up te that
tiras. Now, bie regarded iLt witk mis-
trust.

Mm. Oddie Ljad led au amiable, pune-
tuai, uueveutful existence, goiug ta
and meturning f rom the. city every
week day with regulamity sud dispateki
-the kLud ot person w.ho la neyer
acked f or bis season ticket. He was
oomtartably off aud bnd no one de-

pendent uposi him. The tew relatives
he possessed ,Iived lu tbe sbires.

Mr. Oddie had memaineid s bachelor
ail these yeams possibly because no-
body lied et ta wiork ta marryi 'hlm.
lit was net thjat be objeoted te womeu.
O)n tbe contme.ry, t. admired the faim
cex, au a wbole, quite uureaerved.lY.
But ho had neyer given his hPsrt ta
any one partionLax womau, sud kils
landlady looked ulpon hLma as a fixture.

The metumuing et that appnreutly in-
nocent 'loaking parcel marked am
epoch. Lite rivas neyer the saine
a.gaiu ta the littie aid bachelor. HIE
bad nat watdc1bd Miss Hexham's gen-
tle face sud wpll developed but grace.
fui figure for ten days before ha be.
came conv&.uced that it waa not gaoo
for a corn deorler ta lbye alone.

"A man wanted sattening influnncer
about h;am"-hiBre h. hurled a piece e
f mied ham ta the cst-"be neededj
gentie baud ta guïde and restrali
hum." Mm. Od1die at this paint discov
ered tânt h. hSd targatten ta wind hi
watcki up the niight betore.

The truth was he ivas lu lave au
witbh a Yoiung iwomau witb wbom b
had neyer exclhanged a syllable. H
learued hem naime fmom. bis landladj
au austererpera"u, w.bose mind ivas se
upon a curious foras af religion au

.whio did not takie rauch thaugbt abaci
frivolaus worldl.y niattera.

QueatIoned dimureetly by bier lodge
this wortby huit depressiug perse
oould tell hlm little m.gardiug tkie t%,%
ladies whav weroi DOW the objecta
sueki tender iuterest ta hlm. ,ThE
were s Mr&. qnud Miss Hexhain, Bsai
lied, beard, snd Mrs. Hexham wi
cithem dea.f or durnb, or it migbt 1
bath, for beX daplghter talked ou Jbî

fingers to ber, sud sie auswered back
thie) samne way.

Mr. Oddie's courtskiip was a very de-
corous aff air. Iu Spaiu, despite bis
years, he wouid doubtiess have adopt-
ed the role, ot an "iron ester," as the
youth who goes courting under bis
ladylove's balcouy ia styled.

eut iu sober, unromautic England
the suitor does not est iron or sere-
nade the queen of kils heart ou the
guitar. He ,bas to be properly lutro-
duced, and the little coru dealer,
knowiug this respectable custoin,
would bave given auythiug for au in-
troduction whicb would have allowed
bim to caîl sud establish triendly re-
lations.

The mouths passed, snd stili he
could not get that thin but uecessary
end of the wedige Lu. The mother sud
daugkiter seemed to bave very few
friends sud neyer weut out, probabiy
on accout of Mrs. Hexhkam's af fliction.
It was bard upon the daughter, Mr.
Oddie thought, but be admired ber al
the more for ber self sacrifice.

Miss Hexham became aware of bis
devotion, of that Mr. Oddie was cou-
viuced. Wbeu they met-sud ha took
caret-bat tkiey d-d meet prettyof tan-
be veutured to raise bis bat, sud
smilea were exnkiauged. But there
the a£fair hslted, to the poor little
xnan's freqpent desaiLr. He could
get no "'forrader."

Once, when hoe attempted ta speak,
Miss Hexham turued the Colot of a
red rose and promptly burried away.

"I bave neyer beau properiy intro-
duced, that La wkiy," was Mr. Oddie'a
anguisbed reflection. "Skie must bave
been exquisitely brought up, the very
pink of propriety."

"Sometking will bave to be doue!"
cried the poor man desperstely on the
day. that tie went to thie City without
a tie, and an unfeeling acquaintance
jeared at bim sud iuquired if bis liver
w2re out of order. His liver 1 Periaki
the tho.ught: It was bis kieart.

H. deoided at leugth that, likegleze-
klah, ha woFuld al fo; a sigu tram
heavern. He weuld send the object of
bis adoration a bouquet, au anonymoue
bouquet of the choicest. 5h. would
surely guesa froma whom Lt came. Il
skieplaced it Lu the wiudow, he wouid
write to Mrs. Hexham, expîsin hlm.
self sud bis intentions sud request
permission to call.

Mr. Oddie took s holiday the day th(
bouquet waa sent Off fromn Couveul
Gardeu. To sit stilil bisi office wasE
tbing impossible. He weut for a long
walk, but where bis ueat litile legi
tock hlm ia avas neyer able ta say.

Theï uext, day t'he agouy iucreased
There was na aigu. Mr. Oddie fel

I plump into the depthls of despair anc
was couviuced that 'h. bad offeudet

s bis ladylove. Ha bsd not beau proper
f ly iutroduced. The phrase becamei
i perfect u.lghtmaare to hlm.

2 But the second day theré wss th
- bouquet Lu the wiudow lu ail its glory
s aud, moreover. Miss Hexham was baud

iug o.ver it, inkialiug lits parfume. Sh
di was a beautitul woman, not too yaunc
e for a mau-aýhem-iu bis prime. Th
e wouder was that sueki a treasure ha
r, not been snapped up before.
t Markham Oddie wrota ta Mrs. Rei
d bain. It took hlm heurs sud hours t
it compose the letter, aud it was the mos

deiiciously old fasbioned epistie ave
r, peuued lu a practical century. Tw
,n wbole da ys elapsed bet ore a little not
'a came iu reply:-
)f "Mrs. Hexham Preseuts ber compi
cy menta ta Mr. Markkiam Oddie au
le would be pleased ta see hMm if i1
us could make Lt convenieut ta eall th
i.e eveuing between 8 sud 9 o'clack."
Dr The note wa a formal one, but wbs

the agitated littie aid bachelar was
shown into the sittiug room at Holm- e
wood Mrs. Hexlam, wbo was alane,
received hlm with a very kindly amile,f
Her eyes looked as if skie bad been
crying.

"Please take a seat," elle said. "LtI
bas been very close ail day, bas Lt noti"

"Terrible," answered t'ho visitar. "Do
you feel the beat ranch V'

"Yes, 1 arn afraid 1 do," was the re-
ply, and Mr. Oddie suddeniy recolleet-I
ed tbat bis future mother-iu-law was
said ta be deaf and dumb. Th'kis ladyI
wss certainiy neither.

"My daughter," said Mrs. Hexham
after a pause, "'desired me to tell you
how, very, very gratef4l she is ta you
for your letter and the~ flowers. Skie
has gone away for a short time to
stay wi.th f riends. She-she thougbt it
best."

Mr. Oddie at there, uxiable, to utter
a word. "Skie bad gone away because
she tbought it best." That meaut that
there wss no tape for hlm.

Mrs. Hexbam's eyes filled witb tears
as skie looked at him. 'Oh," ehle cried,
"I arn sa sorry-so very sorry 1 Yeu
are such a good, kInd hearted man, I
arn sure. 0f course you did not know
or you would nlot have thought of Lt."

" Thoug]it of wbat ?" asked Mr. Od-
die beavily.-

"0f marrying my ipoor Agatha. You
djic not know that elle la deaf sud
diamb ?'

Mr. Oddie stared at the speaker lu
blank amazement. It was f ully a min-
ute before be grasped tlie aiguificance
of whst she was sayiug. Lt was tbe
daughter, not the mother, wbo was
"afflicted" as Mrs. P,«per would bave
pbrased Lt. HIe was silent, sud Mrs.
Hex.hara continued:

"My puer girl is very sansitive, sud
your kinduesa weut ta Jer henrt, I eau
assure you."

Mx. Oddie pcilýd birrceif together
aud mose,to huie feet. &t this moment
there was somethiag almoat noble
about bis rather tubby littie figure.

"Madain," b9 l said tirmly, "your
daughter is an augel, sud 1 love ber.
WlII you have the gooduess to give me
ber address-tbat is if Yeu will sanc-
tion my askingher to dome t'le bon-
or to be my wife 1"

L.t seems rather uneonveutional,"
elle said, "but it la net exactly au ordi-
nary case, is It 1 Âud I arc cure you
are a good man,. Mr. S.dley, the vicar,
wss talkLug about yol ol1yý the other
day sud sayiug io'w Charitable ,you
were. Agatha bas the aweetest dispo-
sition, sud she la so quick yauh:ardly
realize t.kat shle le not like other peo-

ipie. iudeed, I thi-nk yen would b.
very happy together."

11 th.ink we three vîould be very

LAN@UID
1 children are sick c.Ildren.

Their inactivity and sober
faces are flot in keeping with

erobustchildhood. Theylack
vitality and resistive poweri,

g and are very susceptible to

d colds and contagiousdiseases.

brings new life to, such cl-
dren. It enriches the blood;
it m~stores health and activ-

d ity ;it gives vîgor and vitality
lis t o min d body.

iappy toget'her," answered Mr. Oddle,
~mphasizing thie "tbree." He took the
vidow's baud and kissed it with oid
asbjioned gallantry.
It s unuecessary to mention at what

inearthly hour Mr. Oddie required bis
breakfast th)e next morung or to state
thxat hie hardly ate a mnoutbful of it.

In the afternoou1 of t.he same day
lrs. Hexham m.igbt have been seeu

reading a telegrami witb a beaming
face. It was not a long one, for it
contained only five words. , *Love
from i\gstha and Markham."

Rending Aloud.,
Readiug aloçud to the children sud in

the family circle--how f ast it is be-
coring one ùf the Iost arts. What
multitudes of cbildren of formner daYs
were entertained. and instructed by
this practice, and how few there are
so entertained and instruceted now-a-
days. Chiildren now, sfter beinq
taught to read, join that great army,
whichi takffl in thie printed wor*
awiftly and silently. Most parents,
doubtless, are tao busy to spare
time to educate their sons and daugh-
ters by readinjg tý them, and as the
obidren grow older they find theilQ
hours toc crowded to devote any of
tbem simply to listening, ,What is the
use Î" they would ssy, if asked. 'Tastes
differ, and we cau read wbhat we. wanG.
iu a fraction of the time that would
be consumed if ýwe lisd to sit stiUl and
hear Lt."

This LB ail true enouga, but is there
flot something llost in hbaving the cu&-
tom of reading aloud lapse so entirelYt
As a aigu of the times, the change in
antother proof of the rush and burry
oit lite, and, in the f amily, it is more
or less to be considered an evidence
of the tendency to "Ludepýendence" on
the part of the younger members.
Oommon interest in a gooci book, rend
aloud by a father or mother, ls a
factor in the 'home tbat is important
enougli ta bave somne attention paid tu
Lt. The opposite of "skimming" a
a bock, Lt develope certain mental fac-
ultien, tibat it la well to have ,develop-
cd, aud as an exsercise ini eloutiou for
thxe roader it ba# distinet adviae.
Books *o read are remerribered, and
ther Influence on character far ex-
ceeds that ot many a volume whose
pages are turued lu a desperate effort
ta reacli the Iat. Reading aloud in
a salutsry check on the habits of read-
ing toc Muoki and reading toa fast.

It would certaiuly be worth while to
take up the practice iu familias, wher.
the conditions favor it, as au experi-
ment. The winter evenings are long,
sud as one looks back on themal he can
find a few heurs cthat could have beau
devoted to readiuig or to iisteuiug.
Readuing aloiud is à quiet enjoyment,
te be sure, but Lt ia au eujoymeut.,

_________--

Queen t1argherlta.

In the queeu, Margherita id Savoy,
the country bas an example of a very
fine sud exaulted womnanhood. Her
majesty La a very cultured womanS-
a student always, and eibe las perfeot-
ly Conversant witb four modern lan-igo-
agea-Engli, German sud FrenCli
besides her own. Skie bolds the thre6
heurq train 8 to il eac.h day foul ber
resding and study. Skie receives ail
t2ie latest pu4>iicatio.us lu ethics, philo-
aoCIhY and, coology, as w-oll as ro-
mance aud poetry; sud the poet anId
tihe cavant are houored at the Quir-
nal. Her ÇOurt 1a as piure as that Of
Victoria, sud her symnçsthies are braad
ber judgments Charitable, ber under-
standing sud con>ipebensiou of evelltà
vemy liberal., An admirable wofliu.
ILS We11 as a muaki beloved quesu 'â

amgioh0tta of 8yWJ!


