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JOHN GEORGE IIODGINS,
M.A., LL.D., F.R.G.S.

JOHN GEORGE HoDTINs, M.A.,
LL.D., F. R.G.S.,ate Dcputy Min-
ister of EdiUrcation for Ontario,
was born at Dublin, Irelandt
on August 12, 1821. He came
with some relatives to Canada
when in s twelfth year, and Go
receivcd lis education at Upper
Canada AcadeaNn and Victoria
CoClege, Cobourg. In 1856, lie
recivod bis dree from the .. 4
Victoria Univers 'ity. lie like-
wise graduated in the faculty
of law in Toronto University,
fron whic institution He re-
ceived, in 1860, the degree of
LL.B., and in 1870, tliat of
LL.D. Dr. Hodgins was called
to the bar- of Ontario ini the last
mentionel ycar. In 1844, Dr.
Hodins behian us connection
with educational work. In 1846
lie becaine Secretaryof the Board
of Education for Jpper Canada,
whicli body was afterwards (Je-
si<eîiated the Council of Public
Instruction. To the responsible
position of dputybad in the De-
partment of Education lie was
gazcttcd inJune, 18.55. 11espent
at bis own expense, in 1845, after
recHiving bis first appointment, a
year in Dublin, fa Bailiarizingr hiself wit
the details of management in tbe office of
the National Board of Education in re-
land, and in nastering th metbods in the
Normal and Model shools. But Dr. bid-
gins as not one who would rest satisfed
witb metliods adopted by otliers, liowever
excellent. The condition of tliings in this
country diffred widely froon the state of
affairs in Ireland; and what the new
officer set blinself with ieart and soul
to do was to apply so nmucn of te details of
the Iris national system as was adapte-
to this country, and with bis able chief
round and perfect the systnm. Ho e

that was done is now a matter of history.
As an acknowledgment for his labor in aid-
ing to found a " new department " of the
government, he received, by Order in Coun-
cil, in 1856, a special " good service" allow-
ance of £50 a year, in addition to his regu-
lar salary. Dr. Hodgins is an extensive
writer on educational topics, and for over
twenty years was the chief editor of the
U.C. Journal of Education. He is the
author of " Lovell's General Geography,"
"First Steps in General Geography," "School
History of Canada, and of the other British
North American Provinces." He published
likewise the " Canadian Speaker and Reci-
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ter," the " School Manual," " Lectures on the
School Law," " Sketches and Anecdotes of
the Queen," and " The School House and its
Architecture." In 1871 he and Dr. Mac-
hatti were deputed by the Ontario Govern-
ment to visit the United States' and report
upon the subject of Technical Schools of

the establishment of
nology," and subse-
of Practical Science."
too, was a "Report

ucational Features of the Centen-
hibition at Philadelphia." Dr. Hod-

as the chief editor, as well as one of
gentlemen under whose supervision

" The Story of My Life," by Dr. Ryerson,
was published. He is also the author of
several papers on the life and labors of that
great educationist. In social life, Dr. Hod-
gins is genial ; and lie is a gentleman of great
culture. In benevolent or Christian work
he is in the front rank whenever the occasion
arises. He bas been Honorary Secretary
of the U. C. Bible Society since 1860, and
Honorary Lay Secretary of the Anglican
Synod of the diocese of Toronto since 1870,
except for one year; from 1867 to 1874 he
was Director of the Prisoner's Aid Society,
and superintended its work in the Toronto
Jail and Central Prison; and lie was Presi-

dent of the Irish Protestant
Benevolent Society in 1875. Dr.
Hodgins took part in the forma-
tion of the Queen's Own Rifles,
and was appointed lieutenant of
No. 7 company in that corps in
March 14, 1862, and captain in
No. 9 company, East Toronto, on
March 8, 1869. His four sons
have also been connected with
the "Queen's Own." He holds
a second class certificate from
the Military School, Toronto,
dated September 8, 1866. In
1861 he was elected a Fellow
of the Royal Geographical So-
ciety of London. In 1879 Dr.
Hodgins received the decora-
tion of the " Order of the Palm
Leaf," from the French Ministry
of Public Instruction; in 1885 he
was appointed Honorary Secre-
tary of the International Con-
gress of Educators at New
Orleans, also one of the educa-
tional jurors at the exposition
held in that city. He was also
elected a " Corresponding Fellow
of the Academy of Sciences,"
New Orleans ;, and in the same
year lie received from the Gov-
ernor-General, Lord Landsdowne,
a Confederation medal, in appre-
ciation of " Services as a Public
Officer and a Man of Letters."

Dr. Hodgins resigned the posi-
tion of Deputy Minister of Education a
few years since and accepted that of
Librarian and Historiograplier of the Edu-
cation Department, for which he is emi-
ently fitted by literary tastes and aptitudes
as well as by education. That position lie
still retains, and in it he is, no doubt,
rendering good service to the future as
well as the present educationists of Ontario.
The important and responsible work of
making and preserving accurate historical
records could hardly be in better hands.

One thorn of experience is worth a whole
wilderness of warning.-Lowell.
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