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The passage is about four hundred yards
in length, and of a zigzag form, with obtuse
At high water are carvied through
this strait, masts and other.timber with incre-
dible swiltness, and sometimes with safety 3
hutwhen water is too low, the masts, timber;

coruers,

and teees stiike one side or the other, and,
though of the largest size, are'rent in one mo-
nientinto shivers, and splintered like a broom,
o the nmazement of =pectators. The mea-
dows for severdd miles below are covered with
tnmense guantitics of wood thus torn in pie-
ces, which compel the hardiest traveller 1o
reflect how feeble 1s man, and how great the
Alnsighty whe formed the lighthings, and the
irresistable power and strength of the waters !

No living creature was ever known to pass
thiough this chasm, coxecept an Indian wo-
man, who, in a canoe, attempled to cross the
river abbve it, but carelessly suflered herselfto
fll within the power of the current. Per-
eeiving her danger, she tock a bottle of rum

she bad with her and drank the whole of it

then lay down in the eanoe to mcet her des-
tiny.  Most wonderful o fell, she went safely
through, and was taken out of the canoe some
wiles below very much intoxicated.  Being
asked how she could have been so daringly
imprudent as to drink such a quantity of rum
with prospect of instant death before her, re-
piled, «Yes, yes, whitc man, it was too much
for once, to be sure, but I was not willing to
lose_one drop ofit; so I drank it, and you
see [ have saved all.”—W, Y. Sun.
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W3 need offer no apology for occupying so much
of our present number with the ‘ollowing interest-
ing account of this extracrdinary people, and the
labours of the Wesleyan Missionaries in that
distant part of the great Missionary field.

JOURNAL OF THE REV. T. B. FREEMAN,
On a second visit from Cape Coast Castle lo
Ashanti; underloken for the purpose ot com-
mencing @ Mission al Kumgsi, the capital of

Ashanti,

Preparations for enlering Kumasi, the capilel.

April 13th.—We started from Karsi at 5 a.n.
and reached Kumasi about 7 4. a1, At the en-
trance of the town we stopped, and bad the car-
riage cleaned and put in order for presentation.
We afterward took breakfast, and waited for a
messenger from the king.  About half-past cight
A. M. my old friend Apoke arrived with a coun-
tenance beaming with satisfaction and: delight
atseeing me again.  He was accompanied hy a
large train of messengers with gold-handled
swords, and canes richly ornamented with- gold.
There were also several of the king”s linguists in
his train. . They gave us all a hearty welcome,
and told us the king would soon he ready to re-
ceive us.  The carrisge excited intense interest
among a large crowd of the natives, who collect-
ed around while the men were cleaning it.

Apoko Teft us for a time, and a scrvant from
the king’s houscliold came to take charge of our
luggage, and see it safely lodged in our quarters.

Favourable Receplion from the King.

Abont two r. M. Apoko came to conduel us to
the king. We found him scated in the same
place where he sat to receive me on my first vi-
sit to Kumasi. We paid our respects’to him in
the same manner as'1 had done before, and pass-
ed on, through the immense concourse of people,
to take our scals at a distance, and wait {o receive
a return of the compliment from the king and his
numerous chiefs. The king then sent us some
palm wine: and, after we had refreshed our-
selves with a draught of it, the mass was put in
motion, and the king und the chiefs came round,
zccording to the wsual custom. The king stop-
ped opposite us for sorpe little time, and survey-
ed the princes, Quantamissah and Ansha, (as
they stovd in their English mililary dresses, one
on my right hand and the other an my left,) from
head o {oot, under the influence of considerable
emotion. He appeared effected; it was indeed
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a noble scene.  Yes; the king of Ashanti is ca-
pable of feeling some dof those sensations which
delight the heart, on a happy and’ auspitious
meeting after a long separation. If this be felt
by the kiag of Asanti, surrounded as he is by ig-
norance and gloom, 6 what must be thle feeling:
of these happy spirits who meet to part no- more
in the regions of glory ! But whither an X wan-
deving? I am slillin the vale of tears!
Tintended that the carriage should follow us
in the procession, as we went round to pay our
respects 3 but the crowd was so dense, that it
was impossible, and I consequently sent it round
to the place where we expected to take our seats.
When the king came round, the carriage' stood
opposile to us, at a distance of six or eight yards 7
so that in walking round, the king eame belween
us and the carriage. After he had stopped op-
posite us, as already mentioned, he turned to-
ward the carriage, and looked at it for some time’
with much apparent satisfaction ; after which be
assed on, followed by many of his captains.
There was the same extraordinary display of
barbaric gold, blood-stained stools, &c., as 1 wit-
nessed on my former visity with the exception of
the horrible death-druom : this, I am glad to say,
was nobin the procession. ) i
The gaudy pageant exhibited a hundred and
twenty-five large kabosirs’ umbrellas, of various
coloars, some of which were very handsome.
This was a larger number than I saw on my first
visit.  On my first visit I saw no female in the
procession, properly speaking ; but on-this occa-
sion an elderly sisiargf the king, who seemed to
occupy the position of queen-mother, and seve-
ral of ihe king’s wives, came round and shook
us heartily by the hand.
Between the king’s sister and his wives ap-
peared about twenty-four girls, from eight to
twelve years of age: their skin was marked
with stripes of red ‘ochre, pipe-clay, and char-
coal, and each earried in one hand a small sti¢k
covered with gold, about a foot lnng, one end of
which they placed in their mouths.

Delivery of the Carricge and other Presents.
14th.—At two r. a1 we went to visit the king.
He was seated under his large umbrellas in front
of his residence. I then Jormally introduced
the. princes to him, and also Mr. Smith, (who
accompanied us fiom Cape Coast,) and Mr.
Brooking ; and presented the carriage in the
name of the Wesleyan Missionary Society.

On presenting the carriage, I told bim it was
sent by the sociely as a foken of their good feel-
ing teward himself and his people, and that they
hoped he wounld use it, and that is wenld lead him
to improve his country, by making good roads ;
which wasone of the greatest means of promot-
ing civilization, and one indicaiion of national
advancement. He accepted the present, receiv-
ed the message in 2 very gracious manner, and
begged me to present his thanks to the Wesleyan
Missionary Society.

He also expressed his-satisfaction at the return
of the princes, and his thanks to Jler Majesty
the Queen of England, and to Governor Maclean,
for the kindness and attention which has been
shown to his nephews.

We took our seats at a short distance, and the
king, and manﬁ' of his chiefs, &ec., came yound
to return thanks, according to the custorn of the
country. The carriage wus then taken into one
of the palace yards, and the king met us there
toreceive all the necessary information respect-
ing the carriage, harness, &c. On my telling
him that Her Ffajesty the Queen of England had
seen it, he seemed very much pleased, and said,
% The Queen of England is queen of queens of
the white people,'and I am king of kings of the
black people : and now we have carriages alike ;
this is very good.”> After all the necessary ex-
planations were gone through, and the present
delivered up to the king, I felt thankful that so
great a task, as that of-geiling it up for nearly
two hundred miles through the forests of Guinea,
where e had often been obliged to cut our way
through the thick jungle, and to have recourse
to various means,-in order to transport it across
the rivers and deep ravines, had been so fully
accomplished ; and thatso great a triumph of ci-
vilization over barbarism had been achieved. 1
felt it an ample veward for a hundred and fifty
miles? journey on foot, and all the care and anx-
iety which I had felt during that journey. When
we took our seats in the sireet where I introdue-
ed the princes, &c., the king sent us someé re-

freshment : consisting of Madeira wine, brandy,.
sherty 'brandy, and: liquors, with 2 supply of de-
licious water, all neatly. served up in de¢antcrs
on a tray, with tumblers-and wine-glasses. The
interview was altogether very interésting. '

15.—At half past two r, M. we again went (o
the royal residence to deliver the presents which
had been sent from Her Majesty the Queen of
England, and the other small presents from the
Wesleyan Missionary Setiety. We tppk our
own carpenters to open the IXa_clmges.. The first
was a fine portrait of Her Majesty, with which
the king was very much pleased, and said he
should place it in his stome house, and often look
at il, becausc it was very handsome, and because
Her Majesty was his friend. ‘The next box con-
tained a view of Windsor castle ; and he appear.-
ed very much pleased with this view of that no~
ble residence. . : : ’

After Mer Majesty’s presents followed several
more {rom our societyy vizZ.y cutlery from friends
in Sheffield ; a pair of boots, highly finished, from.
Macelesfield ; a tin box, from Mr. Chubb, ¢(japan-
ned ;) some beautiful glass ware, from Mr, Nay-
lor, of London ; and some handsome ladies’ dress-
es from friends at Keighley. All the presents
were very gracionsly received, and the king
seemed pleased with every thmg. -

The king’ sister ¢queen-mother) was seated

near the king, and seemed much interested about
the dresses.  Fhe king requested my interpreter
to put on one of the ladies’s cloaks, sent from.
Keighley, and very much admired it. There
were also some figured coloured muslin caps,
from the same friends, with which the king was
very much pleased, and said his captains should
wean them-. ) _
. The beantifal chandelier, frem Mr. Edge, of
Westminster, brought out by Mr. Brooking, I am.
sorry to say we could not present on this occa~
sion ; as the man who carried the glasses had, we
presume, fallen down with the box during the
journey from the coast, for we found three of the
shades broken. We have informed the king of it,
ard will try to make it complete, and present it
as early as we can. ]

After the presents were alf delivered, the king
returned his thanks to Her Majesty, and also to
theWesleyan Missionary Society ; and placed be~
fore us refreshments of nearly the same descrip-
tion as that of yesterday. :

Human Sacrifices in Kumasi.

In the afternoon I heard that a chief had died,
and that three human sacrifices had been made
in the town, and the mangled victims leftin the
public streets; as usual. O God have mercy up~-
on this bem’gfxted‘ people ! T saw a lad near my
quarters whe is one of the king’s executioners.
He had decapitated a poor victim in the morning.
Ile appeared to be from sixteen to eighteen years
ot age. I asked him how many persons he had
decapitated: he answered, ¢ Eighty.” O aw-
ful fact! eighty immortal spirits hurried into the
eternal world, by the hands of a boy tnder
erghteen years of age, and he only one of a large
nutmber engaged in the same dreadful employ-
ment! Surely British Christians will not relax
in their exertions to send among the Ashantis'the
harmonizing gospel ! '

18th,—1¥ am quiet at home. The heatis very
intense. .

Ashantis attend Public Worship,

Sunday, 19th.—At balf-past nine-a. ™. I con-
ducted Divine scrvice under a large shed, pre-
viously erected for the purpose. I read prayers,
and preached from Isaiah xlv. 22, 23. Many
of the ashantis were present, aying serious at-
tention to the word eof life. V’;he discourse was
was conversational ; and many interesting and
vital questions were answered by the people.
They said- at the close, that it was a ¢ good
palaver,’’ and that if 2l men would obey God,
and keep his commandments, we should {é‘w{"e a

hapEy world, We then sung part of the beauti-
ful hymn,— :
“ Come, thou Conqueror of the nations,
Now on thy white horse appear.”
The singing seemed to fill thein. with delight.
We closed the interesting service with prayer.
At four ». M., Mr. Brocking condacted Divine
service, and preached from Isaiah iii. 10. “The
congregation was even larger than in the morn-
ing. Many of the servants of the king’s housé-

hold were present, and. one of the king?s “50D3.
The sermon was. conversational, as in the morn-



