. siastcs of the country had

MISCELLANEOUS.
' " grom the. Literary Qatlacd,

BIBLICAL RESEARCHES °
1N PALESTINE, MOUNT SINAIy AND ARABIA PETREA.

BEY DR, ROBINSON,

We have mel, in several of the American Re-
views, lengthenad notices of a book under the
shove title, being a journal of the Travels of Dr.
Rohinson, and the Rev. Mr. Smith, in the Holy
Land, dusing the year 1838. The journey was
undertaken. in reference to Biblical  geography,
and, by general assent of the Reviewers, the work
appears to have been performed in a manner such
as to reflect the highest honour upon the authors,
and calculated lo assist :aaterially the cause of
Biblical learning throughout the world.

We believe lﬁat among the literary men of the
United States, there are fewy-if any, better quali-
fied than Dr. Robinson, for mé}i a hetculean task.
He. is already well known as the author of an
claborate Lexicon of the Greek Testament, which
is a standard work in the neighbouring States, and

- he has devoted many years to the acquirement

of oriental learning, in which he is equally with
any living man, a proficient. He is, also, exten-
sively and favourably known as a teacher of the
Sacred Classics—a profession which of itself na-
turally prompted a leaning to and affection for the
mysteries of the Holy Land, :

Dr. Robiason being convinced, from the whole
course of bis studies, of the insufficiency of the in-
formation upon which former Geographies of the
Bible had been compiled, determined upon a jour-
ney to Palestine, to examine personally the most
important localities. All the authorities agree in
saying that ¢ he has been eminently successful,”
and a new series of meps has been produced, the
correctness of which is supposed to be much great-
er than any formerly prepared.

The learned author commenced his journey in
1837, in the summer of which he sailed {rom New
York, and arrived at Athens’in the December fol-
lowing. From Gr’eec? proceeded to Egypt,
and visited all the gbjeCls of interest in that an~
cient land. Of-thiese his descriptions are ve
general, the Doctor being apparently satisfied wit
the correctness of former descriptions.
__In¥zypthe was joined by the Rev. Mr. Smith,

formerly a pupil of bis own, who had:zubsequently
been for many years a Missionary in Palestine,
during which time he bad, by his intescourse with
the Arabs, and his knowledge of the languages

. used in the Holy Land, become qualilied in an

eminent degree to assist in the enterprise con-
templated by the enthusiastic Doctor. Indeed,
bad the world been searched, a fitter coadjutor in
such an undertaking could not have been found
than the learned, patient and untiring Missionary.

With such men and such materials, it may well
be cxpected that a work of immense value has
been produced, and though it has not yet reached
this country, we have felt it our duty 1o take this
brief notice of it, salisfied that if it be what it has
been described, 1t must possess no ordinary inter-
cst to its reader, of all times and of all countties,

We bave pleasure in extracting from a notice
by Colouel Stone, (a gentleman eminent in the
United States, and well known in Canada,) the
following paragraphs,—with which, after entering
into a description of the contents of the volumes,
the Colonel closes his critique :—

The most interesting results of this literary pilgri-
mage were found iu the hol; city of Jerusalem and
s vicinity. The account of these ia spread over half
of the first volume and a considerabls portion of the
second. In this.notice we caunot mention even the
tnosl imporiant of the conclusions which are given by
our author, Having saturated his memory with class
s.cal and sacred information Uefore visiting Dalestine,
he Lnew what o louk for, and was rewarded by disco-
veries in localitics'which other truvellers aud the eccle-

\ passed by without being
aware of their claiais o atlention. By = scries of ex-
plorations combiued with literary research, he recover-
ed the lonz loct Eleutheropolis, determined the posi=-
tion of Michmz:h, Gibeab, Lobona, Shilvh, ang many
other places of sacred interest.

Having completed the survey of the region around
:lenunlem, aud made excursivus to the Jordan, to Petra
in 1dumea, &e., Messrs, Hobinson and Smith cunitinued
their route northward} through Samaria—thc jroud.
espilal of Ahab ond Herod—ond across the picin of
Esdraclon—famous for great bottles, frur the dags
whea Deborah and Barak routed Sisera and his host,

» .| down to the: time when the legions. of Napoleon, under
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General Kleber, withstocd the shock of ten timea their
number of Turke, and finally put them to ruinous flight.
Nazareth, Mount Tabor, Tiberius, and the hallowed
shores of Gennessaret, sre visited and deseribed with
minuteness ; anid we much underrate the amount of lore
possesscd by the clergy of our country, i they do not
find many things of surpassing interest in the geography
and history of this part of the Holy Land, which are
now for the first time brought to their knowledge. For
example, the account of the great battic of Tell Ha('-
tin, (Hill of Hattin,) July 5, 1187, which really deci-
ded the fate of the Franks in the Holy Land, is, we be-
licve, nowhere 10 be found so fully detailed. Dr. R.
has in this case, and in a hundred others, ransacked
the Arabian historians, as well as the Western writers,
and brought together a mass of information which in-
vests almosat cvery heap of stones in Palestiue with an
almost romantic interest. |

From the ploin of Gennessaret and its sacred locali-
tics, Messrs. Robinson and Smith travelled North to
the sources of the Jordan, and thence West to the Me-~
diterrancan. Every step, of coursc, was replete with
internst 3 the men of other ages—prophets, potentstes
and pilgrims—seemed to start up from behind every
rock and ruin, and tedl what there they did or suffered.

The volumes which contain these researches are evi-
dently the result of great labour. Indecd we have our
fears that the very Gdelity with which they are drawn
up may render them upattractive lo those who most
uveed the information they are designed to furnish. The
good public is like a spoiled child, whose very bread
and butter has to Le overspread with sugar in order
to tempt his palate. But matters of genuine learning
cannot be drested up in the ad caplandum fashion of
the day. There is no royal road to learning—or rail
road either; but those who travel in that direction
must be content to plod. 1f Dr. Robinson should not
receive {rom the multitude the present reward to which
his laborious perseverance entitles him, he may yet
have the satisfaction of knowing that he has accumu-~
lated a treasury of facts from which the archaologist
may draw illustration, and the Christian derive the con-
firmation of his faith, to all future time.

We hope to be enabled shortly to present our
readers with extracts from this interesting work.

RELIGION THE PRESERVATIVE OF
NATIONS. |

Awtr things with which we are acquainted in this
world, however healthy and beautiful to the eye,
contain within themselves the principles of de-
cay, and of their own dissolution. That destruc-
tive principle iu nations is vice, A moral and
frugal people rise, from the healthy tendencyof
their habits, to wealth and power: wealth and
power bring prodigality in their train, and that
same pation, its disinterestedness, its patriotism,
its high-mindedaess, its social affections debased
and extinguished, falls yet more rapidiy than it
has risen.  Such has been the bistory of the rise
and fall of every powerful empire upon record,
and such it will probably be to the end of time.
The only means we know of by which we can
prolong the date, and give health and vitality to
the political existel.ce of any people, however
extensive their resources, or however unprece-
dented their knowledge, is by reversing this de-
teriorating process, and making them moral and
religious. One vicious generation (and a vicious
generation will alwaystread upon the heels of an
indolent one) is fully competent to squander and
extinguish all the acquisitions, all .the hoarded
wealth, of their. more sober ancestry. We ma

-

recruit our armies—we may fortify our coasts—
we may extend our commerce 1ill it emnbrace the
whole globe, and tusn the accumulated ingenuity
of an enterprising people 1o the acquisition of
wealth unhead of in the annals of mankind ;—
but all this, after all, without the directing and
steadying priiciple of religious fecling, is but
splendid wretchedness, the semblance of vigorous
health, beneath which the canker is already at
work,—Bishop Shutdewortk.

PrayFrs aAND TEaRs—St. Ambrose told a
great Emperor of the world how Christians of his
time did avenge themselves. ¢ Our weapons,”
said he, ¢ are our prayers and tears ; we weep
for our persecators—we pray for them ; and after
this manner do we fight dgainst dur enemies.”

. VaccivarioN.~The Vaccinaﬁon Board state
in their report, just published, that, by vaecina-
tion, as many &3 four (hotisand lives are aonually

saved within the bills of mortality only.

THE MOURNING MOTHER COMFORTED.

Whro can describe a mother’s agony, as she gazes
on the countenance of her dyin% child? To her, -
though changed, it seems sti!l beautiful, She
behol¢'s its gently beaming eyes upraised and fix-
ed, and closing fast in death. Upon its little
mouth, half open, with soft lip quivering, she
ently lays her cheek—but no warm breath js
elt ; she receivea no answering Riss. She tekes’
its little hand in hers—but it is cold and damp
with the dews of death. Sho gazes on still, in
silence almost breathless. She beholds it, at
length, expire. Its little life goes out like an'ex-
piting lamp, or fades away like evening twilight.
There may, indeed, have been no pang in its
death—not a »izh may have disturbed the silence
of the scene: but it has gone !—it will retura no
more !—and that fond maternal heart is relieved.
Oh! these are scenes which try the souls of mo-
thers—which shake them to the centre; and
there, recolleclion thereof clings around the fxeart,
long after the belovéd objects themselves have
mouldered in the dust. And yet, there are con-
solations even for such an hour. The mother
cannot fee] miserable, who, in the midst of her
grief, can look up with confidence to One above,
aod feel that a Father’s hand hath smitten ; who
can look upon the departing child, and, feeling
that the ¢ Lord hath need of it,”> can resign it
cheerfully to bis care; nay more, she may be
happy. Bereaved mother! it is your grivnlege
to repose your wounded heart on ‘the bosom of
your Redeemer: to find reliel from yonr sorrows
in the fulness of his love. The God of all conso-
lation knows how to administer comfort in the
darkest hour of grief. He can touch the secret
spring of sotrow. He can cause the bereaved to
say—< It is good for me that 1 have been afflict-
ed;” and « Though he slay me, yet will I trust
in him.” :

THE FARMER.

Tuere is not a more independent being in exist-
ence than the farmer. . The real farmer—he who
attends strictly to the duties of his profession, who
keeps every thing about him snug and tidy, and
who seeks every opportunity to introduce such
improvements of the day as will tend toadd beau-
ty and worth to his farm. Such a farmer is al-
ways happy and independent, and he lives, as it
were, in a little world of his own, with nothing
to trouble him save the cares-of his faim, which,
by the way, are considered rather as pleasures
than otherwise. His mind is always at ease, and
the duties of bis calling are performed with a
good degiee of pleasure. - When the toils of the
day are ¢’r, and the ¢ night cometh,” he takes
bis seat at the domestic fireside, and whiles away
the evening in sweet converse with his little fa-
mily circle. The loils of the day have been per-
haps rather arduous; but what of that? ‘They
are drowned and forgetten in the pleasures of the
evening. And then he feels a sincere pleasure
on reflection, that while he rests from his labours,
bis business continues to flourish. His crops are
growing, and preparing for barvest; his cattle,
&ec. are fattening ready for the market, and eve-
thing prospers. With such thoughts as these, he
can calmly resign himself to the night’s repose,
and 1ise on the morrow wilh the returning sun,

Y | refreshed and prepated for the dutics of wnother

day.—DMolawk Advocate.

' PERILOUS SITUATION.

Dr. Jupp, of Honolulu, who 2ccompanied the
Scientific Corps of the' Exploring Squadron’in
their excursions in Hawaii,had a most wonderful
cscape from an awful death. He bad descended
into the crater of Kilauea, to obtain some speci-
meps of the liquid lava. Not succeeding in pro-
cyting any at the Great Lake, (as it is called,)
he approached one of the smaller ones, or chim-
nies, and descended a few feet into it. While
gathering specimens, the lake saddealy became
active, and discharged a jet of lava into the air,
far above his head, bl which most fortunately
fell in the opposite direction frm him. He then
commenced making bis way out, before another
should follow, but the ascent was far mora diff.
cult than the descenl, He became alarmed, and
called on five natives who had accompanied’ hipm

to the spot, for assistance. The heat had becog,e
so great that they were frightened, and retreatud,



