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wasthe Affyrian; and Ngwzow, finding fome ut opiuion, that it rofe in
the firlt century after the Flood,: but unable by his own cilgulations to ex-
tend it farther back than feven . hundred; and ninety yédrs before CniisT
rejetted part ofthe old fyftem and adppted the reft of it; concluding, that
the Ajfyrian Monarchs began to.reign about two hundred years aftér Sovo-
mox, and that; in all preceding ages, thegovernment of Zran had been di-
vided into feveral petty flates and principalities..'Of this opinion I confels
myfelf to-haye been; when, difregarding the wild chronology of the M-
Selmans and Gabrs, .1 had allowed the utmoft natural duration to the teigns
of cleven Pijhddds kings, withouy being able to add fore; than a hundred
yearsto Ny wToN’s computation, Itfeemed, indeed, inaccdiintzbly firange,
that, although Anganam had found a reguler monarchy in £g¥p¢, although
the kingdom .of Yemen 'had jufll. pretenfions to. Very high' antiquity,
although the Clinefe, in the twelfth centdry beforé our era, had made ap-
proaches at 1eaft to theprefent form of their extenfive dominion, and 'al-
though we can hardly {uppofe the firlt Jndiarz monérchs to have, reigned
lefs than three thoufand years ago; yet Perfia, the moft delightful,’the moft
compaét, the'moft defirable country of themi all, :fhould have remairied for
fo many ages unfettled and difunited.” A fortunate difcovery,’ for Whith 1
was firft indebted to, Mir Munamyep ‘Husaiy, ‘one of the motft intelliz
gent Mufelmans in. India, has at once diffipated the'cloud’ and caft a gleam
of light on the primeval hiftory.of Irén and of the hiiman race, of which I
had long defpaired,. and which could hardly have dawned fram any:othicy
quarter. - C Lo ; ‘ N L
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Tuz rarcand interefting traft on "twefve different. veligions, entitled the
Dabiftdn, and compofed by a Muhammedan fraveller, anative of Cafhinir,
named Monsay, but diftinguifhed by the affumed furnameé. of Fa’n1’, or
Perifhable, begins with a Wledﬁi'fglLy, curious- chapter on’ the g?ligi:gfpf of
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Hu’suanc, which was long anteriour to that of Zira’tusur, but’, had -

continued to.be fecretly, profeffed by manv learncd Perfinis even to ‘the

author’s time; and feveral of the.moft eminent of them, diffenting in'many

poiats from the Gabrs, and perfccuiey by (ic rulisg  uwers of LgIr count
try, had retired to. fndia; where they compiled a number of bouks, 1uw
extremely {carce, which. Mousan. had perafed,. and with the writers of
which, or with. nany: of them,. he had contraéted an intimate friendfhip’s

from them he learned, that a powerful monarchy had been eftablithed for

ages in Iran before the:acceflion of Cayu’Mmers, that it \yé,s‘,,cf‘éx,llédht}xfcl Ma-

habadian dynaity for.a realon, which will foon be mentioned, aid that mary

princes, of whom feven or.cight only are namied in. the Ddbiflan, "and
among them Mansur, or Maua’ Beru, had ratfed their empire to the
zenith of human glory, | If we cail rely on this evidence, which to mie'ap-
pears unexceptionable, the .frapian monarchy muff haye been'the oldefl in
the world ; . byt it will;remain dubious, to.whichof the thyee focks, Hin-
du, Arabian; o Tartar, the ficlt Kingsof [ran belonged, or w;hs.ths'r—smg
fprang from. a fourth, race diltin€t from any'of the others; and thele are quel-
tions, which we fhall be able,, I'imagine, to anfwer precifely, ~when we
have carefully.inquired into.the, Janguages, and liters, - religeon and phild-

fophy, and incidentally into:the arts,and feiences, of the anclent Perfians
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1. In the new.and important.temarks, which' I am gding tooffer; don'ie

ancient (angugges and charadlers of Irdn, | am (onfible, that you muft 8@%‘?
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