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ITEMS AND NEWS.

H, W. Stewart preached last Lord's day at
Keswick, N. B.

~

An Endearvor Society has bheen orsanized at
Silver Falls.

SoME arlicles sent for this month’s issue have
been crowded out. They will uppear next month.

-Wa. MuRray has Jeft Lotote, N. B., and has
accopted the call of the Portland, Maine, church.

E. C. Forp is with the Halifax church. He will
shortly assist the Summerville church in a protrac-
ted meeting.

C. H. Devor, of Salom, Indiana, is now in St.
John, and is preaching for the chnrch and the
North End mission.

Tne brethren at Silver Falls, N. B., havo their
meeting house framed and boarded in. They will
have it completed next month.

On Octobor 27th a very successful conceri was held
by the scholars of the St. John (Nurtl: E.d) missivn
school. The concert was hold under the manage-
ment of Miss Allic Wilsun, oo of the teachers,
Abuut sixteen dollars was cullected av the duur.

Tue annual meeting directed its secrotary tu
telegraph grestings to the Q. C. M. Cunventiun
when in session at Chicagu. The folluw:ng ausswer
has been received .

Dear Bro. Barnes,—During the sittings of our
General Convention at Chieago, a tolegram was
received from the annual meeting of the Disciples
of Christ of Nuva Scutia and New Brunswick,
bearing to us Christian grostiegs in behalf ol the
brethren in Christ of those provinces. [ was ro-
quested tn respond in behalf of our Cenvention.
Allow me to assure ynu, therefore, of the joy with
whioh tho above named messago was recorved and
of thu eainest desire on tho pa-t ot our brothren m
the United Statea for the ct nutued prosperity and
happiuess of the Ihsciples of Curistin the provinees.
We pray to Gud that the clhurches there may be
more and mote firmly establishod in the faith, and
that under their faithful teaching of the grspel to
the people multitudes may bo added to the Lord.

Fraternally and truly,
. H. Harpix,

The idea which led to the adoption of an
annual thanksgiving day was « good one, for it
found its origin in u stiony feol-
Thanks-  ing of dependence upon i {rom
giving, whom comes all our blessings.
This day is very different in its
design from the festival days that crowd the
calandars of ritualistic charches; and while an
anoval day of thanksgivingis not binding upoa
the church of Christ, as tho great annual feast
days were upon the Jows, it does scom that
there i= something in a national thanksgiviog
day that commends itgelf to the most spiritually
minded, But the primal idea in the custom
seems, in these later days, to bave been displaced,
and iustead of the day being one of thankful-
ness, it becomes, in wany cases, cno of dissipa-
tion. It is looked forward to as a day of
pleasure—a good chanco to go hunting or tish-
ing, a good time to let revelry run riot. 'This
may result from the fact that with the diffusion
of gross materialistic ideas, there [hus come a
growing sense of man's independence of a Oreator
—a feeling that what he hue belongs to him
eu.irely as the result of his own toil. God he
does not regard as a Co-parcner. Let man
stand face to fuce with his own insufficiency and
he cannot be ungrateful. He will be compelled
to inquivre whence these blessings came, and
bhe will never find the source till he finds it
in God. But a national thanksgiving day points
to pational blessinga—an abundant harvest, the
maintenance of peace, freedom from pestilence
and such ¢nlamitous visitations, God would be
pleased to see a nation giving thanks, but a
bypocriticai thanksgiving 1s offensive, But
even though the government appoint a day and
the nation, as a whole, observe it, we must
never forget that to each Christian there comes
each day the divine admonition, * Be ye thank-
ful,” and with it also comes these woras, ¢ In
everything by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known
unto God.”

A working church with a lazy preacher will
be able to show better results than a working
preachor with a lazy church ; for
in one cage an individual tiies tv
carry along a wultitude, in the
otber the muititude tries to wrge
him on.  TUnless both work tozcthier their peov
gress will be retarded. Herein comes an ulle-
gory that is not nltogether o fable. A scoto or
s0 of men had a large, heavily laden wagon
which they wanted to place un a wountain
platean,  Tley desived sume une to ussuwe the
responsibility of guiding it upward while they
put forth all their strength to push it along.
At last one man volunteered. He seized the
shafts ; they all pushed witk a will. Evuy
thing was going splendidly. Dy aud by le
thoughit that sowething was wrong,  The wagon
seewed to Jdrag, so he thought he would luok
back to discover the cause, and there, seated
upon tLe wagon enjoying themselves, were three
or tour sturdy fellows, Nol ouly had they
ceased to help, they had begun te hinder, Suill
the poor man whe Liad assumed the responsibility
of guiding the waguo is not discouraged, The
other men are wourking and be will pull wore

Working
Together.

himeelf. Upward thoy go. Again things seem
to drag. What isthe matter? Another crowd
has concluded that it is easier to ride than to
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too. Things Legin to got more discouraging.
But the remainder continue to push, Onco in
« while, however, some of these prove untrue,
and long before the plateau is reached the worn
out lender has but three faithful helpers, Will
we blame them if they abundon an impossible
task i Suppose, on the other band, that the
guide had becows caroless—that he had run the
wagon against stones and trees, into crevices and
guliies, or tbat he has pitched the shafts upon
the ground and sat upon them. Will we con-
demn tho toilers if they vory plainly tell him
that he will bavo to try and do better?

Wa are usually responsible for the impressions

we make. Those whom we impress are not
always responsible, If a fathe:
Wrong  tells his child 2 lie, he is guilty of

Impressions. sin; but the boy in believing has
not become s sharer in guilt, Or

to put it milder: It a persou misdirecte a travel-
ler, we would not be disposed to blame the latter
for going in the wrong direction, provided he
could not well Lave found out his mistake; and
if the person who pointed out the wrong road
was the master and the traveller was his servant
going on his business, by no rule of justice
could the former blame the latter for the mistal.e,
nor for any loss that might accrue. DMake an
application of this principle. If a stranger goes
into a charch and hears the preacher Jiscourse
on baptism—its importance, etc.— he would not
be surprised. But if Sunday after Sunday he
should attend the same place of worship and
find the same theme occupying the attention of
the preacher and people, to the exclusion of the
other commands of God, no one can blame the
vigitor if, on leaving the place, be carries with
him the idea chat he has found oun Church that
trust in baptism for salvation rather than in
Christ ; and no one can find faule with hiw it
he tells of his discovery. It muy be tbat the
preacher said about buptism only what was
true, but he made a false impression which
he should have guarded against, and could
oasily have done. Emphasize baptism, To be
baptized is & command of God to a believing
penitent. To obey is man's duty. Butit is
unly one link in the chain by which we cun
reach the proniise of God's lurgiveuess, aud it is
pot more important thun the others. Take
anothet cuse,  Suppuse one of Gud's children v
have a hobby, Suppose it ig in reference to
the restoration of the Jews, or to the present
stute of the rightevus dead, o1 to the exact
natwe of ctorual punishmens, o1 to the fiual
home of the blesi, ¥is view in these particu
lars may be true, but it way be false. Grant
that it is true, Should a Cbristian devote his
time to these speculative questions to the oxcl.
sion of the proclamation of the gospel? aud
wore particulaly when they gender strife aud
nullify the church’s power tv do good ia saving
the souls of dying men. It is within the privi-
lege of any man to have his opinions about
such watters, but is it wise on his part to give
his opinions a prominence that he doow not give
to gospel, which is Gud’s power unto salvativn !
Aud if the world, o1 if uthiet cungregations, get
wrung ideas about a church where specalative
topics receive an uudus proputtivn of attention,
who will be responsible + and if the church dies,
whether shall we look tor the cause? There ave
some problews we will never soive here. But
o know the world is dving by millions, We




