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For the Prasbuterian.]
OUR OWN CHURUH,

Dxar Eprror,--In my last I reforred to
$ha anlaries of ministers, which most peopla
thiok sre too small, I would now like to
pay a fow words regarding the Probationers
and Licentiates of our ohuroh, who I thivk
are very muach mnderpald alsa, No par-

gon seoms to tsko any interest in them—

they are often nisd as © convenience in

aapplylng vaoani oongregations, in most

onsos after the members have made up
thoir minds to esll some other party. I
Iately aeked the fea asually paid them un-
der such cironmstanoes, and was told that
$8 was the uanal thing, but that in somo
instanoos $10 or $15 or perhaps in very
excopiional casos $20 would be paid, Row
Mr, Editor, I submit that $8 s quite too
small for a wook'c work | Buch an amount
a3 & soccond-rate approntice would be paid
for serving his time to a respeciable trade.
I was told a short time ago of a Probatiener
who {ravelled about eighty miles on &
Ssturdey, and on the evening of thatday
attonded a * Teacher's Moating* for the
study of the ¢ lesson ;" on the Sabbath he
preached in the ohurches abont seven
miles apart, and addressed the Sabbsth
School, and on Monday he had handed to
him the sum of eight dollars, of good law-
ful money, and this even not in a cordial
manner. The railway fare from Toronto
and back cost §5.25, leaving the messenger
of Ohrist $2.75 for a week's work. This
I think on the part of congregations, is
eatrying economy rather too far,and I
think it is the duty of the Presbyteries fo
step in and see that justice is done fo this
olass of wortby men, Young men leaving
oollege require a stock of books so that
they may kesp themaelves abreast of the
times, and it is to their profession
and oalling that they are to look for meane
to supply these things, ss they should not
be a tax always on their families.

X onoe heard of a minister who had saved
$300 from the time at which he was
licensed by his Presbytery until he was
ealled to  congregation, but he has ever

since been regarded aa s model of economy, §

and at the present I think it wonld tax hie
onergies to the ulmost to sccomplish the
same feat.

I do not like to see ministers besome
mere clodhoppers, who are regarded as fit
to ralse a oertain quantity of mangel,
warzel and tnrnips, Still I ean and do
respeot the man who does so in order to
keep bis family ; and for such work he
ean plead the highest soriptural authority ;
Mutitis s shame for the congregation that
uays fo s minister, you preach to us on
Sunday, you marry our sons and daughters,
you baptize our childven, you visit us when
sick, you draw out our * wills,” you admin-
ister the consolations of religion on a death
bed, and then at last commit * dust to
dust, sshes to sshen,” and if that salary
you rescive is not suffioient to keep your
family you oan, if yon wish, supplement it
by farming, or teaching school, or canvas-
aing for life insuranoce, or engsging in any
‘other employment you plesse. Let us hear
the Apostle Paul on this sabject: *If we
have sown unto you spiritual things is it a
great matter if we reap your carnal things.”
# Even so hath the Lord ordained that
they who preach the Gospel should live of
she Gospel,” 1 Cor. ix. 11, 14,

The subjeat of pew rents is being freely
disoussed in Prosbyterian cirelen at present,
a8 $o whether the envelope system or the
old pew 1ent system is the better. My

sympathies are with the former. Wher-
ever theenvelope system has been fried it
has been successfal, for it carries with it
120 authority of seripture: ** Upon the first
day of the week let every one of you lay
by bim in store as God hath prospered
him, so that there be no gathering when I
eoms,” 1 Cor. xvi. 2.

Tae pew rent system smells too much
of & commeroial transaction, and it is diffi-
ouit even smong professed Ohristian people
tv suppress at all times the nafural feeling
to seoure the 7wst possible, for the least
money. Besides the eollocting of pew
rents is a drain upon the funds of the con.
gregation and in somo caces probably eosts
one-fourth of what some miuisters receive.

In some ocases the list of contributors to
the stipend and those who are in arrears is
published, & praoiice which algo is open to
objections, as the treasurer, with the best in.
tentions may make mistakes, (as has been
the oase), and return some member as being
in arrears when nothing is owing, Or
suppose a person to be in arrears and not
have the wherowith to psy. A churoh
member under such cironmstances is just
like any other member of tho community :
he eannot pay & dollar if he hasn't gotit,
and if he Aas it and won't pay, it is worse
than useless {0 atternpt to foree him, I

know congregations which comprises a

number of wealthy mon, and still have some
diffienlly in meeting their expenditure;
but whish if they only snapped asunder the

¢ withs " that bind them, wonld probably

double their sontributions inside of a year,
The Preshyterian COhureh has a noble
history, she still sontinues o bear unfalter.

ing tesiunony %o elernal irwth, lot her
memberx prove thamselyss worthy sons of
wortliy siros, and even in one own day we
may rejoiss nt hearing tho lond scolsin
asoond from the mailllona of our peoplo

- Monné Zion stands most beautifnl,
The joy ol all the land,

The olty of the Mighty X'ng
On hor norih aide doth stand.”

 yalk abeat Zion,and go round
The high towors thereof tell;
Qousider yo her palaces,
And mark her bulwarks well”
PRESBYTERIAN,
Toronto, 8rd March.

AT Y ORI

For the Presbyteriand

ERINOE ALBERT MISSIONS.

As many of theSroadexs of the *Prrsny.
rRIAN " will be glad to hear of encour.
aging reports from our Saskatohewan Mis-
gion of Prinoco Albert, I have no donbt,
you will allow mo a small space of your
valuable paper, to refer tc ome or two
points, whioh requirs the immediate and
oarnost attention of our ministere and
poople, respeoting that jmportant and ra-
pidly growing miesion field.

Mesers, Stowart and Johnaton are doing
good work there this winter, Mr. Stew.
art writes, under date of January 2nd ae
follows: ¢ Migsion Work i3 going on
smoothly, servicos are kept up regularly
at all the stations, £nd a goed desl of in-
terest is manifested by the people. The
Mission Oburch is full at every eervice.”
Mr. Siewart remarks however, that the at.
tendance is larger than usual, owing to
Bishop MoLean's absence— who is expeoted
to return soon. There were seven persons
baptized this winter, six of them were ohild-
ren, the seventh was an Indian womsn.
There were four ocvuples married this win-
ter. Mr, Stewart says: The school is a
groat auceess. Shortly after Mr. Johnaton's
srrival, a meeling was held, at which the
old subeoription list was reafiirmed and ex-
tended.”

My, Stewart refers to a diffioulty which
has heen gradually ineressing for some
$ime past, viz., that of oarrylng on the work
in its present mixed way. The eorvices in
the old Mission Church are condueted in
both ¥nglish and Cree. The English
speaking portion of the congregation ocon-
stituting by far the majority, find
the mixed msthod very tediouns, as alse
does ihe missionary. So much so Mr.
Stewart says, * that some leave the chureh
junt a8 soon s the English sermon is over.”
It is highly neceseary for the success of
our esuse inthat growing settlement, that
our church set to work withont delay to
organire it into a Home Mission ; unless
this be done we shall be losing ground, and
allow others fo come in and reap the fraits
of the Iabours already expended there by
our Ohureh, throngh her missignarios—es-
peoially those of the much beloved and
self-sncrificing missionary, the late Rev,
James Nisbet, the founder of the mission,
whose life work in a pre.eminent degree
was one of faith aud patience. From the
vory first he labored under great diseovrage-
ments on every hand, He was emphai.
joally & Bower—but the reaping time is
coming,

The Indian Mission work in the far
west cannot be carried on successfully in
the present mixed way. The Indians re-
quire s mission for themselves in some
suitable loeality, where the missionary
could devote his whole time fo this
work. Reserves areto be looated for the
Oress at an early day, according to ihe
terms of the treaty made with them laat
summer, by the Dominion government,
which will no doubt afford a favorable
opportunity fo begin a new mission
smong the Orees. There is a distriot
about twenty miles north of Prince Albert,
whioh will in all probability be seleoted
for a reserve, by one of the bands treated
with last agmmer, in which case the
old mission 8f Prince Albert could render
much assistance and encouragement to
the nowly established mission. There is
another matter which should commend
itself strongly to the friends of our Home
Heathen Misslon Work, viz., the training
of promising Indian youth, for the work
of teaching and preaching smong their
own people. There aro two inferesting
Oreo boys at present under the oave of our
mission at Prinoo Albert; they were adopted
by Mr. Nisbet, Theeldest boy—Donald Me-
Viear—named, as I understand, after the
Prinoipal of Montreal Colloge, isabout thir-
teen years of age, naturally & talented boy,
of a kind and obliging disposition, speaks
good English, reads well, writea a good
hand, and ig willing to learn. He has now
reached the oritical period in a boy's life
—the tnrning point. S8hall we let him go
baok to the Indian ways, or retain him?
Mr. Stewart refers in his letter to the
mission ohildren as follows: ¢ The ohil
dren—Donald, John, and Henrietia—are
all well, and attend school regularly. I
hope you will sucoed iu having Donald at
lenst vomoved to Manitoba or Canada as
soon a4 possible, It is now a very eoritioal
period im his life—we find him quite obe-
dient, but very essily led into mischief by
bad boys around, and Ifear that if he is
lofS hore anciher year he may bs beyond
the missionary's oconirol” This oclearly

shows how neosstazy Itis o have the boy
removed to some cihar sehool soon, whero
under proper dirsstion, ha might be train-
ed for future usefulness. Tho other litile
boy i oxlled John Black, afier Rev. Dr.
Black, of Kildonan. He is abont nine
yeara of age. If oar Oolloge in Manitoba
eonld be so utilined as to train Indianstu.
dents for euch a work it wonld be fulfilling
anobloond, It is to bs hoped that thie
matisr will not bo lost sight of when the
question of Indianmission work is brought
np fer consideration.

The sottioment of Prince Albert i3 the
most important, and I balieve the most
promiring part of Manltoba. It possessos
peonlinr advaniages. There Is abundsuce
of timbor near it. Quality of eoil good.
Good watoer. Hay can be had conveniontly.
But the groatest advantage of all, is that no
grasshopperscomo $hore. Summer froats
ocensionally iojuro $ho crops. But {his
drawback will likely disappear as the coua-
try becomes sotiled and improved. Btock
raising rany be oarried on successfully.
Olimato henlthy; winter cold but steady,
and by no meaus unploasant. The snm-
mer soason beautiful and pleasant. Al
roady Prinos Albert can boast of a first-
olass stoam saw and grist mill, recently
erested by Gaptain Moore, & young gentle-
man from Ireland, who degserves the hoarty
thanks of all friends of real progress for
his praisew.xthy onterprlie. The machin-
ery is all new—purohased in Galt, Ont, I
believe. There is & grist water maill
inthe settloment. There is also » general
store going up. There is & Hudson Buy
commission store there, as weil as several
merchant free traders, There are three
miselon churches ereoted; two belonging
tous, and one to the Episcopal Churoh.
Two schools—our own and Bishop Mo.
Loean's. The prohibitory liquor Iaw is
striotly enforoed there, which is a great
blessing to the whole communrity, The
oost of living is high there yet, as prices of
produce and goods are very dear; but no
doubt as the conniry becomes settled the
prices will be gradually coming down,
No oneshould bo ndvised to go out and
sottle therelyet, without suffieient meaus to
start with, say a good yoke of oxon, a
plough, apair of harrows, and suoh like ax-
tioles nsoessary for farming parposes. Also
& year's or Zsixteen months' provislons.
In oourse of three or four years he wounld
be in & position o raise sufficlent produce
for his own use. Prioes of produce are as
{follows :~Wheat, 42 per bushel; barley,
$1.50 ; onts, $1.50; polatoes, $1.25; buiter,
87} obs. per 1b; flonr, from $9 to $10 per
100 lbs. From this it will be obvions that
farmers who are in & position to raise a
considerable quantily of prodiee have a
gond prospeot before them., There is ready
market for all produace.

My prinoipal reason for mentioning
theao partioulars heve, Mr. Editor, is to
ahow how necessary it is for our Ohuroh to
take immediaie steps to organizxe and es.
ablish a Home Mission amoung our psovle
seftled there, which they would be ensonr-
aged o look upon as their mission, and
the missionary in sharge as their mission-
ary. It is also to be hoped that Mr. Me-
Kasy, our present effisient interpreter, may
be directed to ses his way clear to go and
Iabour among the Indisns as an fiineraling
missionary. Mr. MoKay undersiands the
Indian charsster and ways thoroughly. He
has perfest knowledge of their lan.
guage, and moreover, as inferpreter,
he has weem the medium {hrough
whom a kunowledge of @Qod's Word
has been oconveyed to the Indians
oonneoted with our mission. It is there.
fore to be hoped that Mr. MoKay may be
ablo to see his way olear to devote himsslf
wholly to this good work.~Yours very

{ruly, Cown.
Moose, March 8rd, 1877.

0il Yourself a Little.

Onee upon a time there lived an old gen.
{leman in’ » large house. He had rervants
and everything ho wanted, yet he was not
happy, and when things did not go as he
wished, ho was vory oross. At last his
sorvants left bim. Quite out of temper, he
wonf to a neighbor with a story of bis dis-
tresses.

It geems to me,” said the neighbor,
gagaciously, * ‘twould be woll for you to
oil yourself a lit{lo.”

“To oil myself 2"

“Yes; and I will explain. Some time
ago one of the doors in my house creaked.
Nobody, thorefors, liked to go in er ous by
it. Oane day I oiled its hinges, and it
has been conetautly used by everybody ever
sinee.

“Then you think I am like the oreaking
door,” oried the old gentleman. ¢ How do
you want me $o oil myself 2"

 That's ou ensy matler,” said the neigh-
bor. ‘ Go home and engage a servant,
and when he does right, praiss him, If,
on the conirary, he does something amiss,
do not be oross; oil your voies and words
with the oil of love.”

The old gentleman went home, and no
hatsh or ugly words were ever heard in the
house afierwards. Every family should
have » boltle of this precions oil, for every
family is llable 4o have a ecreaking hinge
in the shape of a freifal disposition, a oross
tomper, & harah fone, or & faul.finding
spirit.—~Sslected,

Geruany fwelve »go had no San.
-sohools. Now 3¢ has over 1,200, een.
more than 80,000 sehclars.

“Unto Xim,”
BY WM. RANFIN DURYRR, 2.0

The ssarasn On the pathlass main
Trecos along the ohaxt s way,

Andto the port he longs to galn
His oourss proparcs esch day.

Q Jite of Yasuy, ba to o
A chartongraven on the sonl,

That, salling through esrthi's mratery,
I atiil moay face the goal.

And every wind the sesman halils,
‘Whioh sarries swifter on that course,

The helna ho moves, ho bends the xails,
To oatch its ntmost force.

0 Love of Josus, on e fall,

That ausvoring love, within my breaat,
Aay duty, soriow, ploasure, onll

To bear wo towerds Thy rest.

Evoryday Godliness.

If Ohristianity is gocd for anything, it is
good for everything. If the prineiplos of
life 1sid down in the Gospel aro good
gor Sundays, they are also good for week-

ays.

This seoms very evident, and yof, not
unfrequently, men separate their religious
life from their everyday life, and calmly

ut asander what Ged has joined together.

hey attend chureh on Ohristian principles,
and they say their prayers and give their
alms on Ohristian principles, and that is
their roligioua life, Bat they make their
bargaing, and hire their servanis,and frana-
aot their business on worldly prineiples,
snd that is their everyday life. They
draw o line and say: I wlil give so much
time, and 8o much money, and so much
energy to religion, and the rest fo the
world.,” And while engagsd im religion
they try to forget business, and while
engaged in bueiness they forget religion
without trying.

Now Ohristirnity is neither ochureh-going,
por praying, nor psalm-ninglnq; nor alms-
fiving. nor all these put together. OChrist.
auity is manhood.pertected character, the
rostored image of God, which was lost, at
the fall; and s$hese exercizes of devotion,
whiol we are too apt to ecall religion, are
simply the means By which we are fo
achisve irue roligion, and the partial ex.
pression of our religion.

Obristianity then has to do with every
aot, beeauss, of course, oharaoter has to
do with every act. *Whether iherefore
yo eat or drink, or whatsosver ye do, do all
to the glory of God.” And unless we re-
cognise this, snd honestly iry fo apply,
practically, the precepts of Christ, and
all the teachings of revelation, to all sorts
of aotivity, our prayers and hymns and de-
votional exercises generally will amount
fo just about as much as the rites
and ceremonien of fetish worshippers.

The daties and relations of life, then,
through all the seven days of the week,
constitute the sphere in whish Ohristian
charncler is to manifest itself, and we
have no more right to eliminate religion
from business, than from the ohureh itself.

If this prinoiple be true, thers is ceriainly
demanded of us something mors thau
mere obedience to the law of the land in
otir trausaetions. These must be conduot.
od with as oareful reference fo the law
of Christ as our churoh duties. Wesmuat
remember that when we are making bar-
gains, we are just as much ohildren of God
88 when we areon ourkness—and as much
bound by the great Ohristian law of per-
feciness, * Thou shalt love thy neighbor
as thyself.” It will not do 4o say business
is businese. If we are Christians, then far
us business is Ohristianity, and this de.
mands somsthing more than bare iiu-ﬁne.
It demands genoronit{: and kindness
in all our dealings, Nor will liberal-
ity in giving make up for selfishuess in
dealing.

The professing Christian who skiv~ his
employecs, and screws out of them all the
work he oan, at the very lowest possible
wagen ; who {akes advantage of hard times,
though his own business may ba unusually
proaperous, to out down their pay; who
always makes olose bargaine, and is intent
apon gel the beiter of a man with whom
he deals ; who, when he is & ¢ buyer, saith,
11t is naught, it is naught,’ and, when he
is gone his way, boasteth ;"—tbe profess.
ing Ohristian who transacts his business in
that sort of a way, however large his gifts
may be, is a sham—his Ohristianity is &
farce. Religion, Ohrist's religion, is not
like & nioe coat, to be put on for high
days and holidays, and special oocasions,
and taken off when we have dirly work
to do. Having onoce put on the Lord
Jesus, we must give up doing dirly work.

The great diﬁioulty is, that the moral
soneo of many Jhristiang is go obfuscated
by the current ideas of what constifutes
suooess, that they do a good deal of dirly
work withont knowing that it is dirty, If
a perfect character were taken as the best
thing to be gained iu life, and not money
or social position, or political inflaence,
onr Christian busincss men, and leaders
of soociety, and statvsmen, would not =o
ofton bo found with soiled hands.

The ono test of & man’s trae success is
this : ** Is he rich toward God ?” If not,
then thongh all tho world applaud, infinite
wiedom says to him, * Thou fool."~Rev.
Arthuy Qrosby, in N. Y. Christian Weokly.

Tare London Times ;)nrints the followin,
extraot from a private letter from Oolone
Gordon, dated OCairo, Feb, 17¢h: His
Highneas (the Khedive) has given me
absolute authority over the Soudan, in
sddition to the provinces of the Equator
and the Red Bea coast. It will be my
fault if slavery does not ocease, and if
these vast couniries nre not open to the
world, 'fhe whole secret of the matter
is in {he governmont of the Soudan, and
if the man who holds that is against
slavery it must cease.

Lare advices received from Hong Kong
state that the Ohinese government has
at Iaat decided to allow no more ooolies to
be shipped from China to Ounba. The im-
portance of this injunetion can be better
understood when it is said that for the past
fwenty-five years thore have besn annual
lhi&mnu of soms eight or nine thousand
of $hese Iaborers from Oanton, Amoy, and
other seaports of Southern China, and that
:lu demand has been of late rather on the
nerease.

+ Baautiil focial Justoms.

Qulie recently I visited & German widow
living in « delightlnl couniry seat, with &
little son of eight sud a daughter of fiva,
As we ant down to o well-sproad iabls, the
little boX, folding his arms and closing hix
eyon, thanked our Fathor in heaven for the
food befors us, and acked Him $n bless it,
Then the little girl, in ohildish noconts, re.
peated, * Lord Jesus, be cur guest. Coma,
snd this table blase, and do us good.” The
little onos wero taught by their plons
mother to think whom they wora addres.

sing.

gt soveral places whore wo visited In
Heotlond, the youngest shild at the table
ssked the blessing, and the mermory of those
swoot, low, rovereniial, ohildich volees
hauats us yot, as the echo of some rich
sarol,

In some families there prevalls the
beautiful custom of jolning in the Lord's
Prayer at breakfast; and in one that we
visited eft last Summer, this was some-
times omitted, and in its place tho 28rd
Psalm rooited. For s Bunday morring,
afior a woek of plonty and joy, what esn
be more suitable.

In other families the silent blessing is
the ousiom ; and very touching it is, {oo,
for it seems to make us realizo that God is
indeed near, when wa can give Him thanks
{hough our lips move not,

Good Words.

It is a pleasure to record such sentimegts
as the following, expressed by the @roh.
bishop of Oanterbury, at a recent church
coneecration. They are appropriate to
overy branch of the Church of Ohrist:

“The Church of England will last and
flourish, not becaues it charms the fanoy
or overpowers the jruagination as the most
power{ul corporation in the land, but sim.
ply in propertion to its faithfal falfilment
of that truet whioh the Liord Jesus Christ
has committed o it, and ita power o ao-
complish its great work of saving souls. It
is » great work whioh the Church is ap.
pointed to do; and in this anxious age
what Christ roquires of nsis, that we shonld
be faithful to His Gospel, hold fast to iis
pure teaching and reflect the doocirines and
precepts and examples of that pure Gospel
in our lives as ministers and people, on’&3
zealously and anxiomsly for the poor, mg
not afraid to rebuke the vices of the rioh;
notbehind the generation in intellect, but
striving to leaven the aeething thought of
» solf-dependent age with a veneration for
%ﬁ?hg‘ unseen and & love for the Almighty

'ather.

Fandow Beadings.

Mzax souls, like mean pictures, are ofien
found in good-looking framer.

Evarvoxe complains of his memory and
no one complains of his judgment.

Evxry affeotion has its own enjoyment,
snd enjoyments tie minds fogether,

Do all the good you ean in the world and
make as little noise about it as possible,

Evary human being isintended to have
a charsoter of his own, to be what no other
is, and do what no other ean do.

Trx word no is one of the easiest words
in the language to spell, but sometimes one
of the most diffieult to pronounce.

Ir the weakest saint is only leaning on
the Lord, he is stronger than all the powers
of Satan, beoause the Liord is with him.

Hx who speaks an uncharitable word,
no matter how witlily, will, if ho have »
spark of human nature in him, regret that
he did #o when the ocoasion is passed.

Tax trouble with onr praying is not so
much that we do not pray enough or have
not faith enough, as that we all want te be
on God's Ways and Means Commitiee.

My will, not thine, be done, turned Para-
dise into a desert., * Thy will, not wine, be
done,” turaed the deser! into paradise, and
made Gethsemsane the gate of heaven.—
Prasense.

As to sudden death, I never could pray
$0 be dalivered from it, but ouly to bs ready
for it. God alone, who knows our frameof
and temperament, knows by what death
wa ean best glorify him.

Gop did not at once give Elijak store.
houses full of provisions to last him throu,
the famine, bul just enough day by day for
his wants ; so he gives his people just the
strength they need, and no more.

In vain do they talk of happiness who
never subdued an impulse in ogedienee o
prinoiple. He who never sacrificed a pres.
ent to future good, or a personal to & gen-
eral one, oan spoak of happiness only as the
blind do of colors."—Horace Mann,

M=z, Moopy says & Scotchman has been
counting tho promises in the Bible, ‘[hers
are thirty-one thousand! There is a pro-
paso for every want, and trial, and diffi.
culty. God hasno poor children; they are
allrich. Anyone of God's promises is &
rich inheritanoce, and he gives us thirty-one
thousand of them.

Ir a man be visited with a providential
rovorse of ciroumstances; if he be under
oppreoion; if he be srrested by diseage; if
the delight of his eyes be taken away ; me-
thinks I hear God saying, ¢ Take this
medloine; it ie exactly suited to your ozse;
weighed out by my own hand; take this
medioine from Mo, "—~COecil.

MEN use religion just as they uso buoys
and'life-preservors; they do not intend to
navigate the vessel with them, but they
keep just enongh of them on hand to fioat
into a safe harbor when the storm comes
up, and the vossel is shipwrecked, and it is
only then that they intend to use them, I
tell you, you will find air-holes in all auch
life-preservers as that.—Porier,

‘Waar dost thoun mean by fortune? Xf
mers chanoe, then to envy the lot of others,
or murmuz a$ thine own, is folly ; if provi-
dence, then it is impiety; for whatever
goodness, guided by unerring wisdom, doih,
must be so well done that it eannot be
mended; and whatever is in the

wer of & blind, giddy and inconstant

umor (whieh is the nolion by whish men
Sevmeied, Band ot gD itk
* X or . /
ard m. D.D.




