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PHE OLD BARN,
Rikety, ol and crazy,
Shitglelons, lacking wotue doors:
Bad In the uppor story,
Wantiug boardsou the tloor;
Boans atruiig thick with cobwebs,
Ridgepole yellow and gty
Fanging in helpless innoc sneo
Over tha mows o1 by,
How the wind, tuped around it—
Wil of @t ~torin, day-
Seattornig tha U vaant hevssoed,
Whinsking the straws away |
Stroataing i at the crannies,
Sproadiug tho clover siacll,
Changing tho dark old granery
Into n flowery «dell.
0, how 1loved the shadow 4,
That Jung to tho sllent roof,
Dav dreams wove with the quiet,
Many a glittoring woof ;
1 ctmbed to the highest rafters,
And watehed the swallows at play,
Adinired the knots in the boardiug,
Androlled in the billaws of hay.
Palace of hingcouldn's mateh ft.
The Vaticen loses its chanm,
When pliced iy memerssbalance,
Beatdo the old gray bara!
And I'd rather scont the clover,
Piled in the barn's roomy mows,
Than sit in the bresth of the highlands
Poured from App 1ino brows!

REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF THE
THE PRESBYTERY OF TORONTO
IN CONNECTION WITH ITS CON-
FERENCE ON SABBATH SCHOOL
WORK, HELD IN KNOX CHURCH,
TORONTO, 11TH MARCH, 1872.

Tu the Rev, the Presbytery of Toronto:—

Your Committee beg to submit the
minufes and following report of the re-
cent conference on Sabbath School work.

The ministers, elders, Sabbath School
superintendents nnd tenchers within the
bounds of the Presbytery of Toronto met
for conference especially on Sabbath
School work, ns resolved on at the pre-
vious meeting of Presbytery. Rev. Mr.
Dick occupied the chair, and Rev. Mr.
Monteith acted as clerk, The Confer-
ence opened with praise, reading of
Seripture, and prayer, According to
the recommendation of the Committes,
Mr. Wallnce veadd n paper on * The best
means of securing the great end of Snb-
bath School instraction.” The same
subject wus spoken on by Mesars Meikle,
McKay, King, Monteith, Ewing, Dr.
Topp, Dr. Jennings, and Prof. Cavan,
ministers; and also by Mr. Jas. Brown,
Mr. Jolm Barelay, Hon, John Me Mur-
rich, and Mr. Still, superintendents ;
and was closed with nn address fron
Mr, Breckenridge.

The Conference then engaged in
praise and prayer; after which Hon. J.
McMurrich made some introductory re-
marks on “The influence of Sabbath
School Libraries, their present charae-
ter, and the means of improving them.”
The same points wero discussed by Mr.
Wm. Miller, Mr. Barelay, and Mr. Me-
Donald, Sabbath School oftice-bearers ;
and by Mr. Wallace, Mr. Monteith, and
Dr. Topp, ministers; after whom Mr. J.
Brown closed the discussion.

In the evening the Conference resum-
ed with religious exercisen as before.
Professor Inglis delivered an address on
« The relation of the Sabbath School to
the Family,” and was followed on the
same subject by Mr. Barelay, Mr. Adam-
son, Mr. Gemmel, and Mr. Hossie, all
of thein enrnest fellow-Inbourers.  The
Conference then engaged in prayer ;
after which, in the absence of Mr. John
Luing, M. A., a paper from his pen was
read by the Clerk. on *¢ The relation of
the Sabbath School to the Chureh.”
The same subject was discussed by Mr.
J. Brown, Mr. Wallace, Mr. Hossie, Mr.
Adamson, Mr. King, and Mr. Smith.
Afterwardsthe two subjects ubove-named
were summed up, and the discussion on
them closed by DProf. Cavan.

The next morning at nine o'clock the
Conference met again, and was opened
as before with religious excrcises,  An
opening address was delivered by Mr.
Meikle on *The scrvice of praise in
the Sabbath School.”” The same sub-
jeet was discussed by Ion. J. MeMur-
rich, Mr. J. Brown, Mr. Monteith, Mr.
Adamson, Mr. John Hamilton, Mr.
Chiristic, and last of all by Mr. Croll. A
few items of business were then disposed
of, und the whole proceedings-of an in-
teresting  Conference were closed with
the benediction.

Your committee having taken o view
of the whole proccedings agree to em-
body the foll-wing statements and re-
commendations in its report.

L. That the great ends of Sabbath
School instruetion are the conversion of
the scholars and their upbuilding in all
the Christinn graces, and that while the
menny for obtaining these ends are too
nwerous to ndmit of special mention,
it seemed to be the opinion of the con-
ference, that particulnr attention should
be paid to the judicious sclection of Sab-
bath school tenchers, the use of a good
systemntic scheme of religious instreu-
tion and the doing away with every
thing in connectionwith Sabbath school
wor&uch might hinder the attainment

the.ends in view,

II. Iu regard to Sabbath School Li-
braries, the conference seemed agroed,
that their influence, wheu properly se-
lected and mauaged, is beneficinl. The
frllowing menns recomnncnded for their
improvement js worthy of note.

AT SN

151, ‘Ihat the books be examined and
rend vver cavefully by the Superinten-
dent or other persons in charge nnd ad-
ded from week to week or from month
to month during the yoeur.

gnd. The adoption of one of the
s pigeon-hole ~ plans in the distribution
of the buoks, ad

THE CONVICT AUTHOLR.

"The idiosyncracies of the human intel-
Jeet are ns romarkablo as its powers are
illimitable. Tt seems possible for a man
to bus at the same time a sant and a
sinner, u preacher and a forger, a relig-
ions enthusiast and yet o thief.  Many

Srd. Tho preparation by the supreme
Court of our church of a list of publica-
tions suitable for Snbbath Schools.

I11. Theconferencelheld the relution of
the Sabbath School to the family to bo
one of assistance teudered to the Chris-
tinn parent by tho Sabbath School
teacher in the uphringing of his family,
and considered it necessary for the well
being of the Sabbuth School that the
parent should become acquainted with
the teacher and with the system of les-
sons taught; and in every way possible
aid tho teachers in their work. While
the duty of teachers is to visit their
scholars and tnke an interest in their
family relations.

IV. The relation of the Sabbath
School to the Church was thought to
be, at tho present time, one of necessity
to the well-being of old and young both
within the pale of the church and be-
yond it. The Church should provide
the means of currying on the work of
the school and give aid and encourage-
ment to those that are engaged in it.

It was strongly recommended that the
Chiurch should provide * Schemes of
Lessons,” a ¢ Children’s Paper,” a
Hymn Book, and other requisites for
the use of Sabbtﬁh Schools,

V. In regard to * The Service of
Praise” in the Sabbath School, while
the Psalms were recognized as occupy-
ing the highest position in the service
of the sanctuary, it seemed to be the de-
sire of the Conference to procure a
Hymn Book free from the many ob-
jections chargeable against those now
in nse. And your Committee deem
that it is acting in accordance with the
wishes of the Conference in recom-
mending that action be faken to pre-
pure o book of hymmns suitable for both
old and young that may Lo used to-
gether with the Psalms in the service of
the School.

The thanks of your Committee nre
due and are hereby acknowledged to the

I“Lii'o of Christ,” but we believe the

‘ this theme was writton, not by nclergy-

persons have attempted to write the
mont cloguent and remarkuble work on

man, but by a convict in the Massachu-
sotts Stuto Prison, sent tho we for forgery
in altering checks, by which the banks
of Buoston were defrauded of large suins,
Mr. Inynes, the warden of the prizon,
deseribes it as ¢ a volume of more than
300 pages, of tho common duodecitao
size, with title page, contents, chapter
headings, margins, ste., exeeuted in the
neatest style, and with an aceuracy and
beauty simply wonderful. It has a
beautiful pen-and-ink sketch represent-
ing the fight of the Holy Fanuly, drawn
by a fellow-convict, It is bound in
einborately earved black walnut covers,
with seroll work, and with a velvet
back.” The following i~ a shortextract
from the chapter on the Resurrection:

“The dawning of the third day nfter
the crucifixion was looked for with:
fervent and hopetul sclicitude by the:
apostles. The time dragged slowly and”’
heavily as they watched for the realization |
of the Inst prophecy of Christ; ©After |
three days I shall rise again.' 'I'wice
had the sun gone down on the earth, !
and all as yet was quiet at the sepulcher.
Death held his scepter over the Son of
God. Still and silent the hours passed
on; the Roman guards still stood by
their posts, while the rays of the mid-
night moon gleamed on their helmets
and on their spears.  The cnemics of
Christ exulted in their success; the
hearts of his followers were sunk in
despondency and sorrow, all unconscions
of tsw angels of heaven hovering near
to behold the approaching event. At
length, the morning star, vising up in
the east, annomnced the approach of
light. The third day began to dawn
on the world, when, on & sudden, the
earth trembled to its centre, the powers
of heaven were shaken, and an angel of
God descended to the holy sepulcher.
The guards shank back in terror at his

ministers and others who introduced the
subjects to be considered, and closed
the discussion of them.

Your Committec is convinced that the | grow.’
Conference hins not been without good | the door and sat upon it.

results ; believing that Divine presence i

and blessing were realized by many i bed of death—lie that is so glorious in

present, and your Committee recom-

presence, and fell prostrate on the
ground. *His counetnance wux like
lightning, his raiment was white as
He rolled away *he stone from
But who is
this that comes from the tomb, from the

his appearance, walking in the great.

mend that such 1n.cetings be continued ' ypos of his strength ?

from year to year.
J. M. Camerox,
Sec. of Com.

DIAMONDS IN THE DIRT.

Wo hear of men from nll parts of the
world going to the dinmong-fields of
Africa, braving perils by land and sea,
encountering all manner of privation
and fatigue, digging in the dirt with un-
wearied energy and patience stimulated
by the hopo of finding therein a trans-
parent stone that will dazzel the eyes of
men with its long lashes of prismatic
Iuster.

Meanwhile, theve are diamonds lying
neglected in the dirt all around us.
Perhaps they were there from the
begiuning of their existence ; or perhaps
they were carelcssly dropped from sonte
rich man’s breast, and fell upon a dung-
hill, where barn door fowls scratched
dirt over themn, and swine rooted them
deeper and deeper into the mire,
Eit}mr way, they are precious things
buried in dirt and darkness, waiting for
waters of trnth to wash away the filth,
and the sunlight of love to bring out
their inherent luster.

Blessings on those who are seeking
to bring out of tha darkness these lost

«¢1t is thy prince, O Zion! Chtistian!
it is your Lord who rises from the grave
a conquerer, to meet the orning's
resurrection. He returns from the
world of spirits, bringing salvation to
the sons of men. Never did the return-
ing sun usher in a day so glorious,
Let it be proclaimed tho jubilee of the
universe; let the earth and all that is
within it, all nations and all people
shout for joy ! Ye clouds with jarring
thunders, ye deeps with roaring billows,
lend your voices! Wake ye sonring
throngs and feathered warblers, whose
glittering wings are tipped with gold;
tune your voices to unite with the an-
gelic hosts in a sublime Hosannn to
the Highest!  Swell the inspiring
theme, until heaven's high arch shall
echo back the sound—Hosanna in the
Highest."”

We know there are many clergymen,
and we suspect there are a few editors,
even of religious papers, who could not
sustnin a Hight of cloquence like that.
M. Renan's book ¢ La Vie de Jesus,”
came to the notice of this conviet, and
he addressed him 2 letter wanting
some information on important points
which the Frenchman who wrote this!
book to prove that Jesus wus not the

hwman  treasures, of more value to
society than all the diamonds in imperial
crowns! Immortal jewels, capable of
foreverreflecting divine radinnee plensing
to the eve of God, after »ll the splendors
of thix world have vanished utterly !—
Maria Child.

MUCH NEEDED.

Trained ministers are wanted every- | how e should sustain himwelf under | The miner just lot 2o of everything else, |

where.  'Wo need men who havo studied
the Bible thoroughly, and mnstered it
from beginning to end: who are drilled
in biblical exposition ; who cun compare
one part of the Bible with another, ex-
plain the relation of the old Testament
to the New, the types to the reality, the
order, system, and intent of each and
every purt, and expound shillfully in
public discourse. It is a mortifyiny fact
that students preparing for the ministry

Christ, Iins not yet had time to com-
| municate.  The following is the conclu-

sion of the convict author's letter:

i

|

| pupil of Gumaliel), and the comntless I we examine the Greek word « pistesn”

enrly martyrs, all addlepated nien, who
laid down their lives for anidle infatua
tion?
b w‘honcte but from heaven coutd men un-killed
1 arts, .
In soveral agos born~4n severtl ‘»arts.
Weave auch ugreeing tratimy or how, or why
Should ull conunplve to cheat av v ith 4 Ya?
Dpuskiod their peins, ungratetidl ther advice,
Starviug tholr guinns and murty rdom their price”

A1l those seven ehurches—Iophesas,

Smyrna, Pergames, Thyativa, Philadel- |

phia and Laodicea-—reterved to in the
prophieey of St. Jolin—nre they otill ex-
tant and unchanged, or dud they meot
their doom as it wus pronounced? 1
ask this of you, beeanse T suppose you
to be aequainted with the facts, having
visited those scenes.
« Amviously waiting vour reply. I am,
respectfully,
v Prisoxer 204, M. 5. P

TRSUTING IN CIH—(IST.

RY REV. THEODORE .

That little vitul word juith has long
been in danger of heing smothered under

CUYLER,

: piles of explanatory treatises and com-

mentaries.  One of the aweetest flowers

- in God'’s garden has been terribly palled

to picces by theological botanists who
have insisted on «annlyzing it, until its
beanty and fragrance have about all
departed. ¢ My college professors tried
hiard to explain faith to me,” said Rev.
Dy, B-——, «“ but it was 2 muddle to me

,until I eame and trusted my soul to
When I did it, T understood it." |
It is the simplicity of faith that puzzles |

Christ.

people.  They are after a doctrine, when
they ought to be performing an act.
They worry their brains, when they
ought to be yielding their hearts,

One man defines faith to be an assent
to the truth of the Gospel—to the
‘yecord’ which God has given to us.
But this is & mero intellectual act. Very
important, but not soul-suving nct. For
the Bible declares that except we repent
we cannot be saved, and that witheut
holiness no man shall see the Lordy
Intellectual belief in the Gospel nay
exist without the wightest penitence, or
the faintest shadow of holiness. There
arc inteflectunl believers in hell.  «'The
devils also belicve—und tremble!”’

Faith hias been defined as ¢ taking
God at His word.," This is a capital
description of a certain act of the mind
which is essentinl to true faith, If a
nun does not take God at His word he
can certainly never become a Christinn,
But dves any “word™ of our Heavenly

Father saveour souls?  Did the Apostles |

ever preach ¢ Believe a word and be
saved ?"

Had a General Assembly been en-
trusted to draw up a plan of salvation,
they would probably have reported o
series of articles, and decreed that
« whosoever accepts and believes these
articles shall have everlasting life.”
Then we shonld lhave been set to study-
ing a creed ; we should rest our eternal
hopes on o ¢ platform.” But where is
the Rock?

Paul and Peter and John were wiser
than to direct a poor dying sinner to
system, however sublime or heavenly.
They pointed guilty men, not to a
system, but to & Personal Sarviowr. To
un Almighty Person, to a loving, com.-
passionnte Person, to the ineffable Son
of God, they sent every anxious secker
who enquived ** What must I do to be
saved 2”7 ¢ Belivve un the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.,” Not
in Christinnity, but on Christ!

Mark that little, yet great word on.
It is not enough to believe in Christ
Jesus,  Millions of unconverted people
believe in Jesus, just as they believe in

Howard as a noble philanthopist, and in*

Washington as a pure patriot, or in

! Newton as a profound teacher of scienee.
But they do not trust their sonls to!

Jesus, They do not rest on Him for
salvation.  They do not build their
hopes of Heaven on Hin, Wlen a
miner looks at the rope that is to lower

«1 was taught that the propliccies t himt into the deep mine, he may coolly

! which relate to the Messinh were literal-
“ly fulfilled in Christ.  In the books of |

. the Old Testament it is distinetly fove-

say, ** Lhave fuithin thatropeas wellmade
and strong.”  But when he lays hold of
it, and swings down into the tremendous

“ told of him what he is to be; of whem | chasin, then he ix believing vne the vope.
{ descended ; what kind of o life he is to Then he is trusting limselt to the rope.
i lead: what sorrow he should endure: ! It is not & mere opinion ; it is an act.

we find that it signities ©to rest on,” to
i entrust ourselves to,  We read that at

n vertain tine ¢ Jesus did not cononit
 Iimselt to them.”  That is « He did
juot trust Hiusdf in theiv hands This
; suine Ureek word s used b}' Paul n: that

onmortal  flash  of  heavenly  light,

< Beheve on the Lord Jesus Christ and
thon shalt be saved.”  Frast yourselr to
Christ and o are sate? That is what
| the Holy tGihost tells us through the lips
cof Paul.

This i anact, Not an opinion ~imply.
It as doing. Tt is layine hold on Jesus.
It is trosting Jewns to lead us, and going
where He leads. What gyals it to me to
malyze Saratogs water el o belicve
s ifs virtues,  §must dvink the water,
if T want its purifying power.,  And the
~oul tha tha < not actuadly dianh of Chuist,
can never be purged of sin. O thivsty,
dying soul, how long will you stand
gazing at the precions water of life ?
Stoop dowd and drink!  Saving faith is
just as simple ns drinhing, if you will
only try it.

Let u~ condense the essence of the
Gospel into three points. First, vou
must venture to Christ.  This takes you
away from sin.  Second, you must
vepture o Crrist; this is true faith.
And ever after, you must venlure for
Christ ; and that is the life of love and
self-deninl.  Can these three points be
condensed into one?  Yest The Word
of God has done it in that siinplest and
sweetest and yet sublimest of sentences,
¢ Trast yourself to Christ and be saved

A CHEERFUL HOME.

A single bitter word tuny disquiet an
entire family for a whole day, One
sutly glance casts a gloom over the
household : while a smile, like 2 gleam
"of sunshine, may light up the darkest
and weariest hours. Like unexpected
{ flowers which spring up along our path,
full of freslmess, fragranee and beauty,
50 the kind words, and gentle acts, and
sweet dispoitions, make glad the home
 where peace and blessing dwell. No
“matter how humble the ubode, if it be

thus garnished with grace and sweeten-
"ed with kindness and smiles, the heart
will turn longingly toward it from all
the tumults of the world, and home, if
it be ever so homely, will be the dearest
! spot beneath the circuit of the sun.

I And the influences of home perpetuate
!themselves. The gentle grace of the
mother lives in her daughters long after
her head is pillowed in the dust of death;
i and fatherly kindness finds its echo in
the nobility and courtesy of sons who
come to wear his mantle, and to ill his
place; while, on the other hand, from
an unbappy, misgoverned and disorder-
ed home, go forth persons who shall
makoe other homes misorable, and per-
petuate the sournesz and sadness, the
contentions, and strifes, and railings,
which have made their own early lives
s0 wretched and distorted.

Toward the cheerful lrome the children
gather *us clouds, and as doves to their
windows ;** while from the home which
is the abode of discontent and sirife and
 trouble, they fly forth as vultures to
- rend their prey.
|

The class of men that disturb and
dixorder and distress the world are not
those born and nurtured amid the
hallowed influences of Christian homes;
but rather those whose early life has
,been n scene of trouble and vexation,
who have started wrong in the pilgrita-
age, and whose course is one of disaster
to themselves aud of trouble to those
around themi—7Zhe Christian.,

TOLERANT?

The sweetness that grows out of
bigotry i illustrated by the following
letter written by o Popish priest to Pere
Hyacinthe:

To call you a liar wonld be to say
nothing new, since the Devil, the futher
of all suelt apose tes, was & linr from
the begining.  To eall youa conspirator

, would be only to recognize your proper

aspirations,  To eall you a Protestant
wouhl be only to apply to you an epithet

i them; what should be the manner of
~his death ; what indignities should at.
tend it ; and that the Jews, of which |
! nation he should come, shonld reject |
“him. Al these things are clearly writ- |
ten, and if they do not mean Christ, |
- will you please tell me whom they do |
ymean?  But, perbaps, it iv all any
allegory. If so, will you be o kind
as to tell me where the allegories cow.
menee, and where end, and how to dis-

and bears his whole weight on those
well braided strands of hemp. Now
that is feith.  And when a hwman soul
lets go of every other reliance in the
wide universe and hangs entively upon
tha atoning Jesus, that sonl ¢ believes
en Christ.”  That soul is entrusting
itself to Jesus, for guidance, for grace,
for strength, for pardon, for final salva-
tion,

Is not this the real core of faith? Is

are but p“rﬁ“uy drilled in Bible kuow- . tillgllisll them from the balance of the i it auything clae than 3in,pl'\' trusting

ledge. When they leave the seniinary

they onght to know the Bible by heart, ,

and hiave skill to stand before the people
and explnin it, They now aim to exeel in

writings? I wish to be a consistant .
"man.  Will you have the kinduess to,
tell me how I can be consistant in ac.
cepting certain portiens of the Bible :

orations on mligion; they ought to oxcel ' nndr(:iectingthc balance? Will the same

in expusitions of the Word. Why ean
they not interest their congregations in

rule of consiﬁncy. which I doubt not:
you will be able to give me. be a proper |

expository sermons ?  Becauso they fail | one for ray friends, who may choose to |

to make them interesting. They lack

skill; do their work Ladly. It is pos. one puragraph. ‘ Drink no longer water, < only one word, |
sible to expound the Seriptures so that but use & little wine for thy stomach's, iswsed! Iu the Old Testament it occurs ,

every oue will be interested. But it:
requires study, training, hard work, to

muke & sweeping rejection of all but!

suke and thine often infirmities > |
*“You say that Jesus of Nazareth was |

ourselves to Christ 2 Can there be a
simpler, clenrer idea of Bible faith than
this? If so, we never have discovered
it.

In the Westminster Confe .sion, fuith

is defined ax ‘‘yeceiving and resting on
Hcere

Jesus Christ alone for sulvation.”
are two good words—receire and rest,
Baut the Bible ia more pithy still : ituses
—trust.  How often too it
more than two hundred times. *¢Blessed
is the man that trusteth in the Lord.”

doit. Aud suoh trained preachers are ! but a common man; tell me, wers the ! In the New Testément the correspond-

what Is needed.~—N. Y. Buptint Univn. | twelve aposties, and Senl of Tarsus (a | ing words

are ‘‘heliave” and «faith.”

common to all who have opposed the
Maith, I prefer then to recognize your
proper character as n child of Satan,
and to call you damned. By this title I
salute you. As a priest of the Holy
Roman Chureh, Cathoiic and Apostolic.
[ experienco n supreme plensure in
awaiting the day of denth and the lnst
,Judizment, when I shall see youand your
i collaborators of the Fsperanee de Rome
castinto the pit and its torments forever.
When 1 refiect on the existence of such
, upostates as you, I bless the justice of

God thatit providesa hell.  Your career
“and suecess in this world will probabl

be brief. Rome will soon be vli\'erei
. from such miscreants, and ranch sooner
" than i‘ou think. But, oh! what a glory
it will be for the Christinu Chiurch when
the last judgnent shall publicly justify
: the condemuation of all potentates, even
i one wo insiguificant as you.

Not the least 'of (;(;d'l :nardes ia the
' apparent decay of the faculties by age as
" a provision for death, It is the pipen-

ing of the apple, that it may fall with.
{ ont violence, —. {wo
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