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BOOKS AND NOTIONS

OLD AND NEW TINE BOOK PRICES

ARING a retrospective slow of
the twenty years just past and
not'ng the groat changes io the

price ¢i books, {1 occuras to me that the
bunk buyers of today do aot ap-
precinte  the  adiantages  they  have
mrer  the hook  buvers ol tweniy
aears  ngo. It may  therelore e
Interenting to see o vompirison of
prices on rome stabard baoks, popu'ar
then and now,

In mak'ag th's- comparbeon § wil
wse the full publ ¢ itlon price Ja Qther
inetagiee, for houk< were sold at that
thne sery muarh the vans ux they are
There were aailways dealers to
e feund by the Kuowing ones who
were whiling o divble  thclr profis
w] I the custeane , by miking o ne vl
count from the publishers price. For
the (est (ustration | wil tike the
works of Charles Dickeas, whiel had
then, as they have traliy, the lnrgest
witle 0f any set ol bk« At thit t'me
wihat was enllel a cheap <t of
Prohens, ‘n {ifteen valum s, Aokl fo-
a16 16 XN, There wers several oiler
{-l.ticmn undesirable on account of th
aua? iype At sell for §10 a0 wet.
Tie stereAyp s plutes of one of thexe
roie s non dlo'ng duiv for a cheap ser-
e~ of tweliemo books that s-ll for 30
cents 1 volume, Anothier edition, in slx
v tiues, printed nalouble cotumn, sold
for g% A1 the present sl this wou'd
Lardly bring R1.5¢ a wet. The nter. o
1vpe plates of this elitlon ar: umed In
wuk BE the poasest o the chisap paper
elittens. Toalay one nay huy o good
readabte edltlea o! Dick ns for 27 1thnt
w: ] cotnpare favorahly with 1he atyle
ameddd for €16 twerty yeurs ago: and
cHtlvns are mnahl for §5 anl eo.n for
LTS, as ferdab’e as thme that xold
tr &10 at Lt Ume. W the higher
prived clditions the chang s e per-
trifle P markel, but a
decre e of

to day.

Lape been
1"‘]"]':!!"5!10" w.'l nliow n
forty per cent

With the works ol Srott, Fhackeray,
Butwer. Carlvie, Rusk n, Mucaulay and
cur onn Washiingion (ring and Cooper
e change has be n (u'ly a< great (ol
11engh Do une of Thaare m ftlone !l hias
Leen pussl shet Ju any Liag ik the var.
ety ol ed tlons or (efms ot Dickens
Fas, Space will ne, petm 0 oine e go
wrer The long 1Al thataugnsly, item hy
tem. bt 1 w1 g se o few instanc .
MLere o twehr v lutne edit on of Sir
Walter Seoit™s povels T the old time
ceat §13, the prics gow s 36 or 3T
When the Lbrary elithm of Thack
oray s warks was tanued by Sumith, U
der & Co. o 188 275 per volume
Wae the cul rte price, atoag Nassau
~itect, New Yeork 1t n the centre far
cteap boaksr  Today $L39 per volume
» the price fo7 the samre edition, which
Fyotte wad ie =221 the heat editiom for

actunl use as It was thea of Thack-
erny‘'s works., The writer has sold
sl many a copy of Thackeray's New-
comntes, Vanlty Palr, Pendennls and Vir-
ginlunx at elghty cents each ln pup'r
cuverx. Baclk can be bhought to-day for
ten centn au copy, and If not printed on
us good quality of paper, the reanding
wil be found as easy for the eyes.
When uan  editlon of Thackerny, in
elervan volumes, printed {n doubie col.
umn, wax mode in Bostom, from $10 to
%11 was the price for o set. A better
une ik sold to-day for 83, Macaulay's
Luglaml, n five volumes, hul a Inrge
sale at X550 for tae set ;o 22, aud cven
21.50 wli] getl i et nuw.

Previous to the publieation of *Mid.
dtemareh,” n 1872, a wet of Georg:®
Elot comprise! “ Adam Bede,' * Rom.
eln,” f Fellx Hold,” **The M1l on the
Frose,' " Ncenen of Clerleal LU amd
“Rlax Murner.”” These w 're put up ln
five umleraized tw lvemo volumas. Oae
wlition sold for $3, anl anotber for
£3.75. Rince " Middlemarch,” *“Danlel
Desonilu,” ¢ Theophrastus Kuch,'” “The
Pcems and Essxys”™ sand  some minor
weoe k< have heen addd, a »et contalne
twice as much mittar, yet a well
printed edition, bound In xix or eight
valuniex, sellx for 350, and n read-
able set In #lx volumes, Is now sol:d for
X1.40. While the book< have, I b:lleve,
a’ways appeara:l with the aame of
George Ellag, it was not an uncommon
thing for the Ulmokseller of Lwendy
years ago 10 be ankel for Miss Evans’
when a volume was wan*ed.
Thix probably tel to the ludicrous mis.
take I once saw ir primt, whar: the
writer sl thal Gtz Ellot wae the
nem de plume ol Augu<dia J. Evansk
The male for the<s hooks seems to in-
crewe ech year, uitll with the xingle
exceptlen of Charle: Dick'us® works
tley have the larg st sale o! any set
of novels publilistued,

Ancther grettt opportunity  that a
beak bhuyer has today, which was
Linrdly known tweaty Years ago, Is In
the Ihraviet, a< thev ar+ cqalledl —«ol.
umes boumd I papes aad se'ling for
ten twenty coatls a book: ant In
what are known to the trade as the
nes of twelvamos —tloth  boumd andd
se ling fue  from elghte n to  thirty
vents 3 But perhaps som one

nove s,

Ten

veOuue,

mayr, " Theme are notlhing but trash.”
That can bo answered with & sinlg-
statement  Frery author 1 hay » wen.

thenel (n this article Is targely r pre.
wented In cae ur (4~ other of these tih-
rariea, atd soine hiave ben published
entire. With thix fact befare us no oar
wauld e Justifisl In calling thes. 110
raries trast. Several ¥ -ars agoe a Unit.
el Rates Rt mid thewe libraries
were having a perniclone effect an the
mernls of our people.  The X-axtors
term of office has expirad, but. let ua
he pe that hie vl a better knowledge

ol the affalrs of government tham he
appears to have hat o! the contoats ot
these * llburaries.””—Warren Suyder, In
Book News for Auguet.

BOOKS IN DRY GOODS STORES.

NOTICEABLE feoature, says
Chlcago dry goodw paper, ln
many of our large retall dry

gooUr Ktores to-duy I8 the prowminencs
ghhen to the bouk depurtment. This
department Ix comparatively a reeent
crentlom, at least, ax far as Chlcago Is
cucernedd. For years u g'n*rous space
hus beem devaizd to books ln Inrge
Eustern housem,

To judge by the attentlon given to
the departwent It must result fn n (alr
profit, which Iz a firat coaxlderation
It 1he wiliption ol 4 axnw line of trad-
Ing.

The bok trade of dry goods stores
differs from thiat of the rogular Yook
stores, mmsmuchh as that little of a
heavy ur techinleal nature !s k:pt. The
stoek 4 almowt entirely made up of
light literature, fn which all the stami.
ard and pupular novels find a  place.
Novels in paper or cheap cloth cuvers
find readient sale.

Babke are genera’ly allled 1o the sty-
tlunery, of which departmnent 1t s an
outgrowth. In the cane of many loeal
hivusex the department Is not run by
the tirm, bhut by some firm of pub-
Ilxhers, who, !n the evar-crowded dry
guods stores flnd A ready market for
their gobds.

NMcCLURE'S MAGAZINE.

The publlshers ! this new comer In
tl.e magas'ne fleld d¢ not ssem to care
« rsuap how It reaches a market si» long
ax 1t !s sohl. Newsdealers have (o pay
ten cents for It at who'eaeils, anid the
publishess 4 Jay (and other) journals
all uver the country are supplied on
terms xo favorable that thay can aml
do glve McClure’s Magazine frre to
wearly sulmeribers. Aw If this wer2 not
guing far encugh, they offer to s>l it
to ull comers fur tem coats a copy de-
thered, payable imc> a mooth. No
«me can belleve that anyone rakes !n
the dlmes far Mot'lure'a tar the glory
~of 11, so {1 I8 cleir thint the publishers
are knlflng the trade by s ling to
other pullishers at 4 much lower’f!g-
ure than to retall newsdwiera, Deal-
ore wi'l refuse 1o hanily MaClure's %
the publisliers continue to have it re-
talled to every Tom, Dick and Harry
at the wholesale prile>. This sort ot
thing must be stoppet.—Book and News
Dealer.

It I» «ald that 2,000 was pald by P
W Helm'ck, 263 Rixth avenue, New
York. for the privilege of publiishlng a
new racred xong entitled, * Deal Geatly
with t(he Errlag.”



