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of bis guilt or innocence rnighit be decided.
The votes of the Areopagus %vere. equally
divided, but the casting vote %vas given lu
bis favor by ixiierva, Nvhio then iniade a comi-
pact wvitl " the angrily protesting goddcsses,
the Erinnyes, 'that tbey sbould biencefor-
ward be expiable and assume the cnpierniis-
tic niame, Eunenides, by which they wcre
tbercafter to bc addressed iin Iruyer."
Altbougli they have ever simuce beeîu alloved.
to wear their mask,,, they soon xvent back to
thieir former merciless cruelty; aîîd be it
w'ell or ill tliat thiis should be conccaled, we
Mril1 at least lift the veil nowv and thien and
call thein by their truc xîani. Thle tor-ch
and the snake are still their weapons of war-,
lu the long use of wbich, bowever, thcy haive
become most direfuilv skilled, as w~e lu their
present age wvell know'.

H overing- ridway above the oceauu, be-
twvixt the new% land and the old, casting a
sbadow successively upon eacb witli t'le
coming and going of the lighlt, circles one of
the exultant Tbree. Iii both lands the " up-
turned faces" are hield spell-bouud by the.
writhings of a nionstrons snake, upon wvhicli
she hias not once allowed the torchi to shine.
\Ve sec it only lu the balf-lighit, and uvhetber
it means to spring and faes ten uponi us, or
wbetlier it lias not already commenced to
coul itself stealthuiy about our feet, we can-
not tell. Sonue are of one mind, sone of
another, and no unity of opiniion can be ob-
tained. In this vcxed " Easteru Question,"
not to be too personal, but to speak of the
country designated by our metaphor in tlieiî'
abstract forni, the vemîgeful Mlecto seenis to
have found an inexhaustible suppiy of nia-
terial ont of wNhich to evolve torture. For
the last four years not a journal lias been
publisbed, and scarcely a periodical, that
bas flot been IItangled in the thunder at one
end." Lcaning its buge clbows upoxi our
horizon, aud rising- bead and slioulders above
stands IlForeigu 'News," ever leering witb
ghoul-like visage at our crednlity. And how
fares the -Tnrk meaniwbile ? It mnay be a
-piece of after - wisd.om, but to say the
least of it lie lias bad but little time for bis
devotions since first lie began to c ompiain of
bcing disturbed, and better have kept quiet.
The releîutless Alecto is stili striving- to kecp
us iii darkness, but we are ligliting our own
torcb nowv, and the end of bier triumiph is
near.

Megoera, the second sister.. holds the torcb
political, as Alecto, the snake. She flashes
fit alternateily froni belîiinc the scenes upon
botli parties, not only rendering the prescîît

jthoughits and feelings of eachi meinbcr
pi ainly visible to bis' opponents, but stretch-
in- out behind hlmii in long perspective ail
that they ever have been in the past.
Wliethier or no they be truthfully photo-
grapbied, is a question alway-s taken for
granted in tlue affirmnative. INegaera is of an
imiaginative turn of mmiid, and generally

Iseeks out for lierseif a field wvliere lier power
nîiay biave free scope. Tiien, when cdi bias
seen himself as others see iîn, and flashes
of fire have becîu lodged in every brain, slie
transforins themn inito poîsonous serpents,
breathing out venorn iri return. But, after
ail, miore good mav be donc than she wots
of, for to find a mani so conscienlions as to
need no remnçler of bis fanîts would indeedIbe difficuit.

?M'egora also hiolds the torchi above the
head of society, sending its fitful gleamn xow
upon one nown upon anuther, searching out
things painful and t1iings aiusiIng, things
solernýn and things riciculous, and tlirowing
upon ai the same grotesque, weird ligbt.
Satire and scandai, with thieir respective
accomphices, MWit and Gossip, are bier fre-
quent torcb-bcarers, and a bio3deiiisb, rougb
cornpany are tbey to fail in with. \Voe to
the poor traveller, however innocent a face
lie rnay wear, wvbo happens to rneet thern!
Let bim not hope to Ilso pass by." Those
rnischieviouý; littie urchins, Wit and Gossip,
wvil1 fling up their torches and blind hlma
witb smoke, w'bcther lie take it sorely or
pleasantly; and if lie escape being scorched
he is indeed fortunate.

But the third sister, Lisiphione, is tbe one
most to be dreaded. Shie gives into flic
baud of eacb mian's friend a torch, and t,)
bis cncmny a suake. One rnay grow indiffer-
cnt to the frequent assauits of one's enemny,
and cease to regard thern; but who, ..an be-
corne calions to the pain of having one's
secret motives souglit ont and scrutinized
under the liglut of that torci lieid unswerv-
ingly over the liead by one's friend? Had
we not the satisfaction of reveng'ing our-Iselves upon some other poor unfortunate iii

Ilike mariner, it would be nnbearable. To be
Itold of one's failings, tboughi neyer so kindly,
lis by no means pleasant, and that the inflic-
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