
MEDICAL S

stili ftîrther be able to bring themi into service for
ýends flot more curative, or perhaps as muitcl, thlan
l)reventive in ail pertaining ta dise.ase."

N in vain thîe distance beacons, Corward, farward,
let uis range,

Let die great warld spin forever clown the ringinggroaves
of change.'"

COMFORT AND SAFETY IN THEATRES AND
PLACES 0F PUBLIC RESQRT.

A S the season approaches for the re-openinig,
f-andi w~e miglit say re-crow'ding, of places of

p)ublic etîtertaiiment, it is not inappropriate thiat
this sul)ject, ofteni referred ta b), a long-stiffering,
btit prestîmiably pleastire-loving public, should be
disctîssecl in a journal view'ing the qtuestion froin
tlie special standpoint of the physician. W. E. Roth,
Esq., lias recentiy publishied a work on "Theatre
flygiene," whiclî cantains niaîy useful and practi-
cal suggestions ; referring especially ta tie study of
tule bcst structural andi decarative arrangernents ta
be adcpted in the construction and fittings of

tatemusic halls, etc., the object being thie
maintenance of the healtlî, caîwfart, and safety, flot
only, of the public, but of tie l)layers and othier
people eiployed. One is pleased at the place
given by Mr. Rothî, ini the order of relativ'e imiport-
ance, ta lîealtlî, and glad ta sec its importance re-
cognized. The history af tlîeatres nmust be con-
sidered as dating back ta the tiniie of thie amiphi-
theatres of the ciassic nations, in wvhich, awing ta
cliiate,- thîe clifficulties as regards freshi air andl
ventilation, were reduced ta a niiinimui. But as-
semibly-raamis in narthern climiates stand in a dif-
ferent categary, and as stated by Mr. Roth, ai-
tlîaugh in inîst civilized caunitries attemipts -are
made ta regulate the p)lan anid construction of sucl)
places, yet there is not, even in Londlon, a tlîeatre
wliicli, structurally, cati l)e considered lCi féct,
wliich obeys the prescribed regtîlatiouis, and whicli
main tains ail its appliances and arrangemients iii
thorougli wvorking- order and repair." Whiile fire-
escapes ind fire-proaf ceilings, stage, gDalleries, flics,
etc., are îîîst important questions to be considered
in conne-tion with life, yet it is ta thîe aggregation
of people ini close spaces that froin tie healtli
standpaint tliese structtures nîust be viewed. It is
well said, as refe,'red t-i hy Roth, that the nîiost im-
partant feature o the constrtuctionî of a tlîeatrc, is as
ta the arrangen-cnts l'or ventilation. The rule for
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ats is that the backs should bc at leasL two feet.
xc inchics betveen the rows, and eacli -person
iotild not hiave less than onle foot cight inclieL,
~two feet four inches to iniseif. Tlhis gives barelly
'tr square feet of floor space to cachi personl,
liichl ilultîplied by the hieiglit of the roof, gives
e -anount of air space for eachi person, lessenied,
owvecr, by the amiount of impure gases, due to
e combustion of gas. R\ceemberinig thiat a per-
i in the freslî air bias a change of atmnosphiere

ith an Orclinary breeze, Over 25,000 timles in ai;
Our, we can at once appreciate the remiark tliat
ritilation of theatres and other public buildings,
z , schiools, Cani onl1y be satisfactorily effectcd by'
eclianical mecans. The difference in attractie-
ýss bctween stuffy old theatres and those construct-
Iwith a v'icew ta good N'entilation is suchi that the
nîeral public are bcginning ta select, not amy l)e-
uise of the celebrity, of sorne special scar perfarni-
but also because of the hecalth conditions of the

ay-house. Most can 50 well .înienîbler, after a
uigle experience of the foui, stuffy atmnosphere of
Ie of Our churches, theatres, etc., the hieadaches,

ant of appc.tite, and sore throat, which wvas tic
~cessary sequence ta tie l)leasure, thiat they do
)t readily repeat the experience unless under great
icouragremlent. Alas! that the excuse should
cmi ta hiave somie grounds ini the case of the
iurches, for it were perhiaps not a bad %vax' iii the
se of sanie theatres ta cure the habitues of ail de-
re ta re-visit theni. The fact of great, ailhough]
i-riaps lcss importance than in thie case of
hools, is that such are beconie toa frequentlv the
ediumii for comniunicating diseases of a contagiaus
Laracter. -Remcmibering that the air-passages,

yirritated, and congested, after three or more
)urs ini a theatre, are suddenly exposed to-
,ird iniidnighit ta the chilly, frosty air in this
mn-ate, it is no Nwonder that gernis of diseases
haled in suchi an air are ver), likel), ta inoculate
ose w~ho have inhialed such. A curiaus case %vas Î
veral )-cars ago related, as occurring, in an eastern,
iitario town, w'hete c1pi)tliria hiad occtîrred in the
iiy of the caretaker of thie towni-hiall, %who lived in.
ebuilding. 'l'le hall %vas dtiring this timie used

ie evening for a public bail. One of thie children
ed in dihe ground apartmients 'ôn this samne even-
g, ai-d some days Iater two of tiie young ladies
esent at the hall jok the disease. It nîiighit per-
.ps seemi too radical for the State in this country


