
TEM CANADA LÂNOET.

Unless their symptoms were violent or dangerous, the insane in those
days joined in the daily l1fe of the world, and so affordedl opportuinitiesï
for a quick observer, suel, as are, tnknown nowadays.

The treatinent of lunaties in the 16th century ia refiected in the
pisys -

Not niad, but b)o1ud More thaLn a mnadman is;
Shut up in prison, kept withaut irny fffod,
Whlpp'd and torinented.

jRonuo aind Julie, i, 2.
Love Is merely a m ulness, and, 1 te-Il you, deserves as well a dark bouse and a whlp

as Madmen do.
Aa l'ou Lik, It, iii, 2.

Prom the pitiful, and sometimes ludicrous, references lx> it, it woufld
seem that Shakespeare feit the criielty and folly of the. treatment meted
out to lunatics in his time, aud iii Miich Ado About Notking hie even
appears to have a vision of our modern huinane methods whel hie pro.
poses to--

Fetter strong miadness in a silken thrcad,
Cbarm ache wlth air, and agony wltb wvords.

Msweh Ado AbOut Nothing, v, 1.
I arn indebted to my friend Dr. Claye Shaw for ealling my attention

to the. faet that Shakespeare, 300 years ago, recognised the chiaracteristîcs
of gen.ral para? ysis of fit. insane. Wheu Achilles was suilking in his
tent-in Troilius and Cressida, ii. 3-Ajax said it was due to lis being
ie ik of proud heart", and Agaâmemnon thought hîm-

Over-proud
And under-honest; in seit-assuznption greater
Than ln the note of~Judgment.

]But Ulysses said "hie ls not sick", and then gives the following won-
derful description of the symptoms of genieral paralysia-

Things simail as notbing, for request's sake only,
11e makr.5 important, possess'd wl g threatness:
And speaks not Io hblmself, but wlth a pride
That quarrels nt self-breath: imaln'd worth
Holds In bis blood such swoln and hot discourse,
That, 'twlxt hbu mental and bis active parts,
Kingdom'd Achilles ln commotion rages,
And batters down himself: wbat should I say?
He is sa plaguy proud. that the death-tokens of it
Cry-"No, recoveryY"

Syphilis, as 1 have already said, was evidently very commun iu Elixa-
bethan times, amd there would b. plentiful opportunities for an observ-
ing genius 11ke Shakespeare to note the. mental characters of the general
paralytic, although, of course, the association of the disease with syphilis
was not established itil otir own day8.

Epilepsy.-The correct aud vivid description which Shakespeare
gives of epileptie attaeks la quit. astonishing. The. geulus ot a peet
might observe and record the phy'vsical signa of a fit such as lie may oftexi
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