
EDITOBL&L.

Tlhis disease caused the death of one w'ouîan in seven and one mari
iii teu after tlhe age of 35 ycars. 1lu mian the heredity of the disease
had îlot bec~n proven. So far "o solid proof lias been advaticed to con-
firm bcolder vicws of the potcncy of hcredity.

Xide ob.ser'vationi goes to prove that cancer is inaiiily caused by
repeated irritation of a part. Tihis accounts for the fact that certain
occupations tend to cause the disease in certain parts of the body. ln
like nianner, portions of the body often irritated frequently suifer.

Cancer ean be transferred froin one animal to another of the saine
species. The process is not, however, a process of infection, but anactual transplantation, comparable to the transplantationi of plants iii
a garden. Ail the fornis of cancer common to mn occur inî nice, yet
during the last twelve years healthy mflje, young and old, had breni
housed with mice naturally suifcring front cancer and mice inocuîated
with it without there resulting in any case a higher frcquency of cancer
among those healthy mice than occurred in mice not s0 exposed.

The property of progressive growth îs the characteristic of cancer
which must be controllcd if a cure îs to, be found. Every animal tissue
produces, when growing, resistance to its growth. Growth is accom-
panied by resistance. When the growth of a tumor becomes very rapid
it simply means that this power to produce resistance has been lost.
It îs ermnous to suppose that a stimulus to, growth i necessary to a
cancer: the truth is that continuons growth becoînes possible because
of the loss of a hindrance to growth. The whole problem focuses itself
into the question of the study of growth and o! bbe forces which cor-
relate it and control it in the human body.

Two interesting facts have exnergcd. It is certain that an inerease
of cancer is not taking place in some parts of the body, whule a large
increase, on the other hand, is recorded for other parts. The question
of diagnosis lias, however ,to be considered. The second fact is thatin certain localities-face, lips and breast--djsease increases up to the
end of life, but in others alter attaining to a maximum growth the
dlisease fals off to the end of life.

THE HEALTH OFFICIALS' CONVENTION.
The convention of the health officials of Ontario, which was re-

cently held in Toronto, was a decidcd succesa. Many questions of realinterest wcre discussed, and a forward spirit prevaïîed throughout.
one hardly realizes how niuch progress lias been made along sanitary
lines of laite years. Food, milk, abattoirs, sewge, over-crowdîng, rail.


