
THE PALACE 0F VERSAILLES.

The visitoi. lu Paris, after havitig seî the, proieiî;al sigbîs of
that beautifull City, bias yet a p)leastlle iln store for. hlmi hy visiting
the suiburli villaige of' Versailles. Hie .talze- the tr:tin ar Zlfoil-
puiia.se -stationi and iii less tliai hiaif ani houir is at bis (lest i îa-4tioa.
I[f the* day is finle, anld if hie lis acquired the parislaîn habit of
~;iolkitiîg cigarettes lie wvill take a seat iin the hiait-opea opat
tuient oni the top ot the ca i, ~vv~elie ean hîave a better viewv of

flie couintrv 111brou1-1 whichi lie iss

Versailles is a villag()e of about 50,000 inhlabitants. Its ehlief
aIttratctioni, îndueed its oilly attraction, is ils înagu(, n plc a
grdon(ei. Before the timie of Louis XIV. the site of tbis palace,
onle of the grandfest historie nlioninielnts of Franice, w:îs a swamlpy
înar11sb, whiither the lingS of France îviîl their Courtiers ven)t
occasionially 10 hitn. To Louis Quatorze is due the distinction
of havinig coîîverted this wildcriless into ani Eden. Whien hie
conceivecd the design of buiildingý, Versailles, lie conlidied the
oxecontion or bis vasi. idea t0 the. a.rchitect iMansard, Nwbo told hini
that il wvas im1 iossible. Louis replied with truc kinigly logic
Raison âe Ipits-.9il the mnore reasoît. M.-, isard and tlie Princee of

~:îrdeiîîers, Le Notre, set to work to execuite the lCngs ishi.
There %vas nio liiait set o the iioniey needed. Voltaire called
Ver.sailles the abyss of expenises. It is calculated that the work
originally cost $5,0C0,000, and( that aI olie lime 36,000 ilen and
6,000 horses were einploved. To inike tie gardons was a more
difrcult iiidertalzing thLi to build the palace. The country for
miles aroundi- vas a swaniiip ibouiingi( witb reptiles, and reekinl-
with viapours of so dcaidly a. character that the mcae employcd in
draiîiniig il died like ilies. T1hey r-eftised for a limie 10 continue
the %Vork., tbough lonous wages wcrc otforcd, anid it was fouald
ncecess.iry.,ahi last under pain oftb.-ibandoiig- it, to press5 mcnii mb
the service as foi' the arniy ia tnemo0f war. Twenty tbous-aad
mcan are said to have 1 ieiistied lai the execuition of Ibis royal freak.

Le Notre begoedi the Ringr iiot ho couic to inspeel the work
tîxîhil it liad j)rogressod ho a certain point, iii order tliat bbe
maaiuifiçeent scui't should inake 'a stronger imnpressionl upon him.

Lous godnatr.clycoiisen)ted, :111d kcept bis promnise il] spite of
Ilaany temptahionis of curiosity anld imlpatience lu the coltrary.
The day came at last w'ben bis forbearance Nvas awarded. Le
Notre invited lim ho enter the closcd doors. Ife ient lu and fouîîd


