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that attention they deserve, such atiention as they receive in France
and Eugland. Some institutlons, and those more particularly which
are at the head of education, have endeavoured to rise the standard
of study in this particular, and their eflorts ought to be agprecmted
by those who desire to see the literary element developed through-
out the country. ‘The evil does not consist in the great number of
those who receive a completo classical cducation ; on the contrary,
as I have already urzed m m?' foregoing report, it consists in the
great number of young men who only proceed as fur as the mere
elements of a -classical education, and who leaving college after
having completed but a small part of their course of atudy, have
learned a little Latin, less Greek, and hardly general information,
not even as much as they would obtain in a weod primary superior
school, such as those which now exist in Prussia, ‘France, the
United States, in Upper Canada, and as some of those already
existing, in Lower (?:mndn. and which will increase in numbers
when our normal schools have qualified an adequate number of
teachers.

‘The course of study in the classical colleges differs essentially
from that pursued in other institutions. “The first years are devoted
entirely to the study of the dead languages, and if the study of
mathematics and the natural sciences is provided for ata later
period, they are generally set aside until the end of the course.
Much has already been done in most of our institutions to combine
the studies requisite for commmercial and industrial pursuits with
those specially required for the practice of the liberal professions.
‘Thus the teaching of linear drawing and bookkeeping ha. been al-
most everywhere intrcduced ; and algebra has been commenced in

- the 4th or 3rd year of the course, where formerly it was futroduced
only in the last year but oune.
espite every effort, a classical course can never be so framed
as 1o provide during the first years an education, thoronghly adapted
for all the requirements of a society hke ows: it is thea for the
people to decide first, what sort of education they wishto give their
children, and then to choose an institution in view of that education.
‘The choice once made, they ought not to look back; but, unless
the professors themselves warn them that their children want apti-
tude, and are losing their time, they should persist in making them
go through a complute course.

A most erroncous and fatal idea is, the belief that a young man
who has gone throrgh a course of study in a superior educational
institution thereby Lecomes unfit for commercialy industrial or agri-
cultural pursuits, and that, if not intended for the church, be must
of necessity enter a liberal profession or a government office.
Hitherto a belief seemed to prevail, that commerce, mechanical
art, and farming were derogatory to the position attained by a young
man of classical education ; Uut'the independent fortunes acquired
in trade by a considerable number of our fellow citizens, and the
deplomble situation of some estimab'e individuals belonging to the
liberal professions, from the excesstve numbers engaged in them,
have recently produced a change in this view of the subject; the
cry nrow is, against the uselessuess of the education received ; and
the excess ! knowledge with winch the mind is crammed 15 con-
sulered to be a huindrauce 1 the pursudt of fortune.  But the deran-
gement of the soeial machine, minong tie younger poition of it, is a
Tesult Tather of soci! error than of the education receved in the

colleges. Nevertheless, the neglect up to a recent petiod of cer-
tain ordinary branches of study which are perlectly consistent
with the acquirement of a classical education, tnay have contributed
t0 it.

Something yet remams to be done, particularly with respect to
pemmanship, to which so_lttle attention has been pad and on
whuel, in truth, 1t 1s so difficuit to bestow the needful attention,
cansidering the long exercises necessanly watten in haste, and in
writing which, the subject matter i1s acconuted more smportant than
the form. Judging, however, by certan parts of the returns wdready,
it is evident that shortiy, the taste, aml the ambition generated
by the higher branches of stady, not the avsence of certain acquire-
ments, Wil be the teal causes of the evil so reasonably comnplained
of. Now opimon aud eaperence, which bear «way in all things,
<should be powerful to modify these tastes, and this ambition aiso.
It is especially when direcied agmmnst agriculture, that such auti-
pathies scem mnost absurd.  This ant, having become 2 science,
now cngages the attennon of a great number of distingushed, and
highly educated indivaduals, both in Euvrope and the United States.
With regard to trade, the fact was mentioned with pride at Boston
very recently, that all the pnunapal merchants and manufactarers
of the city have studied either at Harvard or Cambridge.

Among those studies, which we are glad 1o see, taking larger
dimensions in our colleges, isthat of history, particolarly the his-
tory of Canada, which, 1 regret to sav, has only been lately intro-

duced, and in some establishments has not yet been introduced o
all. It was tanght in 1857, to 1032 students in the classical col.
leges ; to 401 in the industrial colleges; to 811 in the schools i
boys or mixed schools ; to 1938 in the seademies for girls; and to
121 in the normal schools; wm all 4303, We may say that neariy
all the pupils, noted as slu(fying history i the small table, shewws
the statistics of the most important branches taught in the educa.
tional institutions and the primary schools collectively, study tha
of our own country, either in Mr. Garneau’s abridgment, or ina
smaller elementary work, containing the rpriucip:\l events of sacred
history, the history of France, and that of Canada.

Sacred history 1s taught to 5100 pupils ; ancient history, to 1297;
and general history, to 962. “Che history of England is taugin t
754 students in the classical colleges ; to 61 inthe industrial col-
leges; 10 251 in the academies for boys or wixed; to 210 in the
academies for girls; and to 26 in the normal schools; in all 1
1994. The history of France is taught to 457 students in the clas
sical colleges; to 207 in the industrial colleges ; to 330 in the aca.
demies for boys or mixed; to 1072 in the female academics, and to
28 in the normal schools ; making in all, 1994, Finally, the his.
tory of the United States 13 taught to 373 students in the classical
colleges; to 37 in the industrial colleges ; to 78 in the academies
isolr8 boys or mixed ; and to 30 in the academies for girls ; in all

The- belles-lettres, rhetoric, intellectual and moral philosophy are
taught in the classical_colleges, only to the students of the classes
which are designated by those names, and only to the most ad.
vanced pupils of the industrial colleges and academies. Constitu-
tional law and notions of ordinary jurisprudence are taught out of
Mr. Crémazie’s book entitled Useful Notions (Notions Uliles) ina
certain number of institutions. Theoretical agriculture is taught 1
452 pupils, gmﬁcal agricolture 10 204, and horticulture to 620.

As far as I can learn, the instruction given in these sciences is
very limited ; but although incomplete, it cannot fail to be pro-
ductive of great benefit. "Had it no other effect, than that of lead-
ing the pupils, who are nearly all sons of farmers, to ai)prcciate the
noble profession of their parents, of shewing them that no othes
pursuit is so centain in its resulls, or presents so sure a prospect of
independence and comfort, particularly to a man who is ableto
combine the discoveries of modern science with the sise teaching:
of traditional knowledge, it appears capable of bringing about,
throughout our country, a state of things very different from that
which now prevails ; and by its means, the emigration to the United
Siates, which we cannot hope to check entirely, would be dimi-
nished, and shortly bo limited to that class of restlessand adventu-
rous men, who are found in every community, especially in such
as possess a certain degree of vitality ; and the inerdinate desire to
study the learned professions, so general among our youth, an evi
more to be feared, perhaps, than emigration useli, would be w
some degree repressed.

It is satisfactory therefore to know that net only ave lectures on
the theory of agriculture given in some of our colieges and acade-
wmies, but that at those of L?Aszomption, St. Thérése and St. Aane,
lands have been purchased for the express purpose of shewing the
students, by example, the results attainable by high and_oidinary
cultivation, and imitiatmg 1hose who desire it intohe practice of the
art. I am well aware that the establishment of schools, specialfly
tor the study of agriculture, would be a means still more active and
cfficacious of attaining our end; but in that noble cause, any aid
however imperfect must be thankfully received.

The same may be said of the other arts both industrial and oma-

mental. Special schools for the study of the arts and manufacturing
yrocesscs, and of painting and design, will probably be institute
or the people. Their work will have been cut out for them, and
suitable subjects for their operations will have been prepared, by
the iast.uction afforded m some of the branches connected with
them, in our classical and industrial colleges, aud even in our supe-
Tior primary schools. The number of pupiis studying linear draw-
ing 1n the classical colleges is 162; in the industrial colleges 137;
in the schools for boys 2015 in the academies for girls 97; and in
the norinal schools 1425 in all 739; the increase over tho number
reported Iast year s only 91 and as it includes the newly established
normal schools, 1t belokens a considerable diminution in the othe
iustitutions.  Architecture 1s tanght to 230 pupils; drawing and
painting in water-colors, to 762 lnslrumcu!:x? music is tavght to
1366 pupils, heretofore 10 1225; increase I41.

It is gratifying to be able to stale, that 2 Jarger number of insti-
tations, than last year, have affurded us information, which may be
termed voluntary : this must be borne in mind in considering the
results of two heads of statistics which still remain to be noticed,
in reviewing the tecapitulation of Table C: namely, the professions




