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the heart and conscience of these meii
are utterly uninluenced by the power
of the gospel?

But I can conceive individuals belong-

ig ta this eiass, earrying their religion
both into the ivorld andi ntotefniy
and yct iailing ini their closes ta iurnisli
the neeessary evidence that the gosppi
lias really obtained a hold of thcir hicart.
You may flnd the strictest integrity
inarking their publie transactions; a

higli toned benevolence, and a prover-
bial gnrsty, distinguishing their
pulblic haater. And you may find
themn in the family, dispensing no0 incon-
siderabie share of the happiness, and dii-
fusing around them, many ai the bicss-
ings that encircle an affectionate hus-
band and a tender parent; and diseharg-
ing, too, withi some mnensure oiregularity,
the duties ai domestie religion; and yct
you may have abundant reasan ta
conelude that their hiearts are utterly
destitute oi vital Christianity. The
integrity of tlieir publie character, and
their attention ta the fornis of religion,
may ho purely meehanical; the result
of certain habits, formed during the
course ai a strietly religions edueation,
whieh they owved te a piaus parent or
g«uarlian. Ail the gentleness they
diseover in the domestie relations ai
life, may be accounted oar on the prin-
ciple of constîtutional sweetness, pas-
sessed oiten in a higher degree by
naturai men, than by the subjeets of
ilivine grace. Foi'follow these men into
the secrecy ai the closet, or into the
sanetuary ai their own thouglits; and
iuow is it that you diseover no longer
that regard for religion that marked
their publie and domnestie character ?
ilow is it that you flnd the duties af
secret religion, such as prayer ani the
teading ai the Seriptures, either totally
neglected, or practised with a farmality
and iistlessness, worse perhaps, than
negleet itself ? JJow is it that yau find
êtwy, impurity, resentment, swaying,
inithout restraint or resistance, tlueir
scePtre aver the heart? Sim1ply because
they are strangers ta the first prineiple
of ail truc religion, the love of Christ,
whieh, in its influence and operation, is
Iinited ta na time or place, but like
t4e prineiple ai vitality in the animal
'lYstern, lives throughont the whole, and
etends its quickening anti invýigorating
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energy te the uuinutest fibre of the
fraine.

R. L.
Toronto, 'May, 1841.

fiSPEAKING THE TRUTH IN
LOVE,-

DY TUE 11EV. GEORGOE STONEnOUSE.

The theme of the apostie in tlue verse
preceding that in1 which this phrase oe-
cnirs, * is the exaltation and enthrone-
ment of Christ, and the diversifled offices
and gifts bestowed upon the church as
the resuit of that mernorable event. He
thien adverts ta the end for whieh this
various agency had been provided,
namely, the spiritual improvement and
edification of its members, that they
miglit be preserved from error, led into
ail truth, and by that truth be so united
ta Christ and to each other, as ultixuately
ta exhibit the Christian character in al
its loveliness, proportion, and maturity.
IlWhen hie ascended up 0on high, he led
captivity captive, and gave gifts unto
men. And he gave somne, apostles; and
somne, prophets ; and seine, evangelists ;
and somne, pastors and teachers. For
the perfeeting of the saints, for the work
of the ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ. Till we ail corne in the
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man,
unta the measure of the stature of the
fulness of Christ." The apostie then
reminds those to wvhom. he is 'writing, of
the importance of 11speaking the truth
in love," as one means by whiehi this
rn.ost desirable end might be promoted:
"but speaking the triuth in love, may
grow up) into him in ail things, -%vho is
the head, evea Christ. From whom, the
whole body, fltly joined together and
compacted .by that which every joint
supplieth, according to the effectuai
working in the measure of every part,
maketh inecase of the body unta the
ediiying of itreif in love."

The phrase Ilspeaking the truth in
love," may be more correctly rendered,
"maintainina the truth in love." 13y
the truth," wve are u.ndoubtedly ta un-

derstand tlue grand and distinguishing
doctrines of the Christian systeni : such
as, the divinity of our Lard's persan;


