
Peace qf Zion.

repentance, and on no aceount slouldl
the inatter bc nmade known to othersi
uintil the first steps laid down for
sudi a case have been fuilly tried, and
founid inc-fllectiial. Tien, and not, tili
then, should an offence be inentiotied
to a third person ;and in doing ý.o
we must take hecd lest we be prompt-
ed to allay the agitation of our
wyounded feelings, by stabbing the
reputation of our offtiding- brother.
Nothing like retaliation or re%enge
shouid, for a moment, be cherilied
on the contrary, we shouid liase be-
fore our rninds constanitly the spirit-
ual welfare of our brother.

Brethren, follow titis, and we arc
persuadcd that one of the rnost fruit-
fui causes of' the troubles of'Zion ivili
be removed.

3. It would tend mue/ t the peace
of Zion !fproper regard w-ere paid Io
Mue important relation cJi5ing bc-
bueen niiniste? s and cli re/ies.-Stri le
and discord froin this source soon dis-
played thernselves, as we flndl was the
case at Corinth. "lFor it liath been
dcciared unto me" says the Apostie,
"that there are contentions arnong

you. Now tis 1 say, thatt every one
saith, I arn of Paul, and I of A polios,
and I of Cephas, and 1 of Christ."
Ministers have sorntirnes been idoli-
zed by Chiurches, and sometiinies
shainefuIiy trcated ;and xnuchi btrife
and discord have eonvulsed the
Church on their account.

4. Farther to attain and secure the
peace of Zion it is necessary that
eorrect views of divine trut/t be clearhq
exkibibed, cordially emibraced, and
fait hful/y ad/iered to.-Wlien the
Galatian Churches reli nquishcd the
doctrine of justification by faith,
brotheriy love seeîned to have fled
wvith this important truthi so that the
Apostle found it necessary to warn
them, IlIf ye bite and devour one
another, take heed that ye be not
consumed one of anothier."' Every
departure front the truth prepares the
way for future strîfe. And, bretliren,

ne' er forget, that it is the trtntli as it
is in .ss t bat nits n4 taictitfy frin f

the .4trange, fic of' ttnhaiiow d zval,
andi break the bonds of &lsies
%%hich encircle the i nîani breast.
But to accoîiilîI tItis effluctnally,
titat trutit must be know n, believed,
and held fasit.

5.T/e cuibiration of a lîig/eer
etandard efpidyj would dIo more titan
any thin)g cei.e to secure the peace of
Zioni.--Tlie nearer the Chuirch approx-
intates to the %vorid, tîte grvater %0i1
be the cause for di1.cord. it ar the
the A potie rep .oN ing a Chureh whose
piety M as too low " For, %0iereas
there is among you envvin'- ..1]I
strife, and divisions. -_ - %nýiot camnai,
and % aik as men ?" Eminient piety
wvouid c<nîtribute to the pence of Zion,
because it ý uld bring believers more
utier the iniflueýnce of titose prinici-
pies w bicl forni the elements of the
chirisýtidn character, in the truth and
importance of ivhieh ail truc Christ-
ians are agyreed. Cul tivate, then, the
,graces of the Iloly Spirit, and the
spirit of pence wvill be %wîth you.

And now, brethren, hiaving by
varions niotives enideavoured to per-
suade you te, scek the pence of Zion,
nnd given sorne directions for the at-
tainroent. and seeurity of titis blessing,
we would, iiincuo, recoiimendl
the importance uf every inidividual
menîber of our churehe., putting, the
soicmn enquilry,"I What have I donc?
or w~hat ant I doing, to prevent the
peace of Zion ? Do 1 love her ? And
amn 1 exerting an :n fluence to pro-
mote bier good ? Do I prefèr Jerusa-
lem above my chief joy, and daily
pray that peace iay be ithini bier
w ails, and prosperity within lier
palaces ?'"

"Finaily, brethren, farevell. Be
1)erfect, be of good eoinfort, be ùf
one mmnd, live in peace ; and the God
oflie and pence shial be with you."
Amen.

Pray for lhe peace of Jerusalern."


