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suspicion and enmity. But never in a single instance have these charges
been proved ; there has never been sufficient real force in them to induce
the Porte to give them a thorough official investigation. And to-day,
when these accusations reappear in diplomatic conferences, and are widely
circulated in official newspapers and documents, and are telegraphed to
the press in foreign ceuntries, they are met by the same absolute denial
and a fearless challenge of investigation. The few scattered voices, in
America and in Europe, that in this hour of cruel wrong and bloody out-
rage which the Torte has not once disowned or publicly rebuked, still
speak in praise of those who are responsible for these deeds and in de-
traction of the missionaries who repeat in our day the deeds of a Polycarp
and a Cyprian and add a new luster to the Christian name, gain no cre-
dence and win no applause. Through all these dreadful wecks and months
of regulated and unrepressed murder and robbery, the missionaries have
sought peace and not tumult, have counsclled submission and nnt rebel-
lion, have maintained their loyalty to the government, and stand to-day
without fault and without just accusation. In truth there hasbeen no rebel-
lion to be suppressed, no rising of the Armenians against lawful authority
to be put down. The testimony of eye-witnesses proves beyond a question
that in every one of the principal outbreaks murder and pillage broke upon
the unarmed and unsuspecting victims like a thunderbolt from the clear
sky, that there was little resistance, and that Kurds and soldiers shared in
the murder and plunder, that the soldiers offered no protection while the
havoc went on, and that when the time for license was ended the author-
ities were able to put an end to all disorder at once. It was not a wild
mob that broke from restraint and worked its mad will ; it was regulated
murder and roblery, with fixed bounds of time and object. Usually the
deadly work began with a signal at noon, and ended at sunset. None but
Armenians were attacked or robbed. The missionaries were not directly
attacked save at ITarpoot. Mission property was guarded save at Harpoot
and Marash, where mission buildings were looted and burned and property
to the value of above $100,000 destroyed, in Marash by the active efforts
of the soldiers who were nominally set to guard that very property.
The Sultan again and again has promised protection to the missionaries at
every point, and has never once declared them guilty of any wrong, or
nundeserving of his favor.

The missionary operations in Asiatic Turkey have been no incousider-
able part of the entirc volume of work carried on by the American Board.
The missionary force and the annual expenditures in this field have been
nearly one third of the total amount reported cach year. TUp to the pres-
ent time the total expenditures on this field exceed §6,000,000, and the
mission plant has a value of at least §1,500,000. The missionary staff
from the first days, when TFiske and Parsons and King were the pioneers,
through the middle period, made illustrious by such names as Jessup and
Van Dyke, Goodell, Dwight, 1Iamlin, and Bliss, down to the noble com-



