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siomaries were obliged to escape to Manlmain, and the native churches were
scattered.

There was nov no alternative for Messrs. Abbott and Kincaid. The
Bassein disciples conld only be reactied from Arekan, 8 narrow sandy strip
of land on the castern shore of the Bay of Bengal, extending to the western
slope of the Yuma range of mountains, and having several good seaports.
The land was sterile, the climate siekly, but it was British territory. From
Sandoway, Ong Khbyv-oung, Sinmah, and Gwa harbors, on the Arakan
coast, it was possible o cross the Yoma Mountains (here from 8000 to 12,-
GO0 feet in altitude) by three or four rather difficult passes. The moun-
tains, and even the passes, were covered with a dense jungle inhabited by
tigers, leopards, hyenas, rhinoceroses, and elephants, aed enormous pythons,
cobras, and other vensmous serpents. Many bands of rovlwrs had their
Launts here. The plan decided upon was that Mr. Abbott and his family
should remove io Sandowav and thence open communication through the
mountain passes wizh the Bassein converts, who could come to Sandoway
for baptism, and the most promising young men could be received at his
house for study and training as native preachers and assistants. Messrs.
Abbott and Kincaid and their families, with several Karen assistants, and
the venerable Ko-that-byu, sailed for Arakan in February, 1840; Mr
Abbott and his company landed at Sandoway, March 1%7th, 1840, while the
Kincaids went on to Akyab.

In January, 1840, there were in Bassein more than two thousand Chris-
tian Sgau Karens, nonc of whom had yei been baptized (brought to Christ
Ly the zealous labors of Shway Weing, Mau Yay, Myat Keh, and others),
who lLad svowed themselves Christians for the Jast one or two years, had
Jed exemplary and pure lives, free from any taint of heathenisia or any sin-
ful practices, and whe were anxious to be baptized and organized into
churches. Behind these were quite as many more who had zbandened all
heathen customs and praclices, and were dispased, so far as they koew, to
become Christians, and accept Jesus as their Saviour and Kedeemer. Of
these 4000 or meare, probably unt more than three or four hundred had
cver heard a Gospel sermon, or seen a missionary ; all they kn:w of the
way of salvation had been acquired from the books and tracts which had
been read to them, and the teachings of the assistants, whose instruction
had beer very meagre. They were very ignorant, but they had heard of
Jesus, and they were willing to trust in Xim and, if need be, to die for
Him.

Immediately on reaching Sandoway Mr. Abbott despatched his two assist-
ants over the mountains, to invite the yeuns men to come to him for in-
stretion, and other diseipics t:+ come for examination and baptism.  With-
in a month 135 Karens had come in, betweea thirty and forty of them
voung mea whoe had came to study for assistants.  They continued {o come
in great numbers, thongh some Inst their way and perished in the jungles.
Alr. Abhott examined all the candidates carefully, and baptized several hun-
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