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were indesd a wors proper fortheir office,
an ease to the min_isu-l , and wauld prevent
much noise and vilence that is rased when
charges to make payment ae gisen,either
at their uwn instance, ur i pame of thesr
assignees or factors. 8 Thev may be
employed to provide the elements, to carry
then, and serve the conmmuuieants at the
Lord’s table

The circamstances of our church jn
Canada still more unperatively require
the service of such office-bearers.  All
the funds necessary for the building and
repair of churchies are drawn by direct
and voluntary contribution from the
people.  To bring these under the best
order and security—to cqualize thebur-
den-—to prevent contention—topreserse
segularity both in the receipts and ex-
penditure would require a court of dea-
consin each congregation, whose char-
acter must bear some resemblance to
that prescribed by the apostle—men
full of faith, and of the [Holy Ghost.

1t may be asked—and is not the pre-
sent system of trustceship quite suffi-
cient for this end? Let it be granted
that in many cases the affairs of 2 con
gregation are as well managed by
trustees as they could be by the same
men bearing the name, and formally
invested with the ofiice of deacon. Still
we think it “unwarrantable” to discon-
tinue any office in the church of divine
institution,or eventolay aside the name
by which it has been designated.  But
farther therc arc many evils incident to
the presentmethodof trusteeship which
prevzils among our congregations,
which might be avoided by an adher-
ence to the primitive institution, TFor
it often kappens that individuals are
chosen trustees who are very loosely
connected with the chureh, who are not
communicants, and who from the im-
morality of their conduct could not
consistently with a pure discipline be
admitted to seeling ordinances. Nay,
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we have known persons chosen to he
trustees without their knowledge o
consent; and even against their huowa
wish, and when the electors had no rea.
son to presume that the mdividuals so
clected would ever give the slighicest
attention to their duties. Now were
we to return to the primitive metheod of
entrusting all the temporal affairs of the
churchto persons chosenby itsinember,
und solemuly ordained to their office by
the minister and eldors, these evils and
irregularities nughtin a great measun.
beavoided. The very naine, associated
as it is with the seripture history, woull
suggest to the electors the character
most suitable to the oflice; and the
solemn ordination of the persons chos-
en in the face of the congregation.
with the vows and engagements there-
with connected, would tend to secure a
conscientious discharge of his duty on
the part of the ofticer, and a becoming
deference to his oftice on the part of the
people. ‘fhe occaston moreover both
of the clection and ordmation would
afiurd very suitable opportumities to tue
pastor for admonition respecting those
prudential affurs of the congregation
whicli if not discreetly managed must
svonanvolve it1n strfe and dissolution.
And it mght be hoped that the remem-
brances of thuse scenes would mode-
rate that spint of sccularity which ton
often enters into and debases the charch
in her temporal transactions.

Ths reform would go far to correct
another evil which has sometimes maui-
fested itself not obscurely—namely,
degree of oppusition between the trus-
tees of a chuerch, and ats spintual rul-
ers.  Fron the want of a proper un-
derstanding, it kas vecasionally happen-
ed,that these two classes of office-bear-
ers have regarded each other somewhat
i the light of rival antagomst powers,
mstead of coadjutors in the same cause,



