PSRRI

JEX TR LY SIS

i

CLERGY RESERVE QUESTION, 71

manogement & comparatively barren territory 1s
the richest, mast populous and feurstung w the
union. It must be conceded also, that, as you re
cede from these states, aml advance to the west
and south, you find the eaternals of rehgon less
apparent, the grossness of immorality more evi-
dent, and even the develupement of the natural re-
sources of the territury less complete.  These un-
demable results require uo cununent,  Bat, b s
gaid the opimon of the people of the United States
themselves, is in favour of what you call unsyste-
matic volumaryism ; and they must be the best
judges of what 15 most advautagewus for them-
selves. We acknowledge the fuct, but deny tue
conclusion., Whoever is acquainted with the course
of public opiwton in the United States, will see
that there are two circemstances sufficiently ac-
counting for the predonnnance there, of what 1s
called the voluntary privaiple.  In the first place
thetr national vanity.—those exultant feclings that
naturally arise with the consc.ousuess of the fresh
energies of national youth—inspire them with a
persuasion that theirs is the best pussible combition
of humanny—thatr whatever &3 with them is right.

Now at the time of their decluration of mdepen- |

dence, the volumary system was the general sys-
tem. It therefore naturally became the unversa)
system.  But, agam, the tendency of all therr po-
litical movements has been to give predvnnnance
to what way be termed ultre demwuocrauie views
and principles.  They concerve noty that liberty 1s
to be preserved and perpetuated by the wereasitg
power and sway of the mural princsple throughuut
the commemty, rendecing st possible fur man to
trust man sull more and more, asthe cumplications
of suciety render such confidence mure necessars ;
but that thewr only satety cousists in trusting no
man, and making the whole movement and mechan-
ism of their polity depend on the immediate will of
the ymmediate majority.

We thiuk this prineiple erroncous. We thumk
events show that itis so. Wetrust it 1s s0: foru
adintted, it would put a speedy hunit to any great
ameliorations in the condition of civihizedman,  But
having been adopted it is a natural consequence that
1t should be carried out through the whole socii
system, rehigious as well as poltical. It s also
tobe considered that the adoption of any general
principle of the sort generates a practical aptitude
in working onitin all cases. This is especially
observable in the present instance. No where wili
you find a set of peaple so ready to combiue for
carrying into effectany object of geueral and 1m-
mediate interest as the population of the United
States,  The general interests of religion partake
of the advantages of this national apuitude for

combmation, and without any generel organized
system, are usuully provided forin @ manner which
tL were in van to hope for in any other nation, were
they m this matter to be given up to the mere
promptings of popular impalse.

1o 50 lur, therefore, as in the history and condi-
uon of the United Srates we can trace effects to
causes, it sooms to usthat the evidence is decided-
Iy 1 fuvour of the state syctematically providing
tor the support of religion, instead of leaving to
aceniental individual efforts what, it is the general
persuasion, 1s the duty of all to provide for,
‘I'he contrary method lias not yet had time to work
out ailits effecte 5 but, in so far as we can see, it
15 far, from producing the same degree of good,
ad there 18 reason o fear that evils one day to
becowe apparent are now growing out of it,

As we conceive therefure that it is the duty of
the state w all mmstances to see that the religious
wants of the people are provided for, so we think
tius a duty mcumbent on all who legisiate for this
Province—the general principle uecessarily includes
Use particular case.  The contemplation indeed of
ithe particular case presses home on us very forci-
biy the propriety of the geuneral principle. The
mother country conceives herself bound to uphold
and protect the infant communities she settles in
so many ditferent regions.  She spares not blood
or treasare 1 defenhing their nights, or redress-
wg their wrongs.  Suchacourse 1s worthy of her.
T'he cost 1s indeed great, but it is by a disregard
of such nnwmediate sacntices, that her greatness
ihas procecded, and the world gwves her credit for
purswing n tns matter the path of true policy.
Now winle she thus unhesitatingly runs, in this
matter, to the expense of millious to secure the
existence of these embryo siates, is it not wone
derful that she should svmetimes hesitate to con-
tnibute an amount, comparatively inconsiderable, to
ensure the permanent growth among these of an
elauent of that existence, winch, merely political-
ly speahing, 1s so essential to its bappiness and se-
curilyy as teligion proves itself to be.  She setiles
uer sunsiar trom ther fatherland amid pathless
wouds and by lunely waters, and though the whole
course of her pohicy 1s based on the notion that
ey will grow up to a resemblance of their ances-
tnrs, she takes no care that they be supplied with
that which was essential to the growth of all that
was great and eanobhing in the bosoms of thesetheir
ancestors.

We onght now to speak of the mode in which
:hie state should proceed in making this provision
so that 1t may be cffective and not liable to abuse.
We perceive however that toattempt here to trace

out general principles would protract our observas
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