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has, thenceforward a right to aban-{be infallibly connected with these
don us there, and to orant us noladvanh;e
longer that special protectlon withi IV, Notthat it is absolutely bad
which he favours the just. Now, ito have some regard to these things.
what a misfortune, if tlnsphoulu There is a human prudence which
ever happen to you, and if you is not contrary, provided it be suh-
should one day have to reproach ordinate, to the wislom of the gos-
yourself with being in a state for pel. Butthe abuse consi-tsin listen-
which God did not destine you? Iu'mo only to this worldly prudence,
this case, though you should be onin being guided by the principles
the first throne in the world, though | of the world, in considering the mat-
you should be a queen and a sove- ‘ter only in reference to the world,
reign, you would have to bemoan |and in forming decisions on mereh
vour lot, and regard it as the most ! worldly considerations.  For this s
deplorable condition. ‘offering to God the same outrage
fand injustice, as would be offered
II. Nevertheless, behold the dis- by a muaster 1o his servant, if he
order, and at the same time the mi- | wished to malcehimseif 11‘(’epe*1dent
sery of states in the world. They of him. and would act only under
are embraced through interest,;the crders and authority of another.
through ambition, through passion,| V. From hence it !mppenc that
and for theestablishments of fortune. ; there are few persons in the world,
God is never, or almost neveriwho can reasonabiy flatter theim-
thought of, and the last thing done ; selves on being in the state of life to
is to examine whether the state of which God has called them. By
- life be ehosen according to his will, jthis I do not wish you to suppose.
and whether salvation can be en-: that the diiferent states which com-
sured init. ‘This is too frequently | pesc what we call the world, are
the case. For example, if an alli- {not generally counected w ith the
ance is going to take place between | vocation of God. It was he esta-
two \ouna' persons, by the tie of|blished thcn}, he thz_lt dl\"lded thegn.
marriage, ‘what is it they pay n.ost|he that by his infinite wisdom dis-
attention to® It is to consider if posed and arranged them: Now,
there be asuitable fortune af each|he did not establish and regulate
side, if therc beibirth and rank, if a|them. in order that they should re-

conuncction w1th such a family w ﬁl
bring any worldly honour and ad-
ama.,\ec ‘The moment these ques-
tions are satisfactorily answered,
therc is no concern about a divine

: ﬁl‘ them.

vacation. or rather. it is supposed to

nain vacant, or w ithout subjects to
Whence. it undeniably
follows. that there are a great num-
ber amongst mankind w hom he has
created for these states. and destined
1o il them. so that it would be &



