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EKTRACr 0F LETTER FROM MR.
MORTON IN MALEKULA.

Two studentu of Glssgaw Culle were
sent out at the latter part of 1887 by the
Prestbyterian Church iii Victoria and
sBttUe ini Malekului, ouie of the largeat
islanda of the New Hebrides. One of
theni Rov. Alox. Morton writes the follow-
ing interesting letter concerning bis, work
and the people of Malekula:

1Sebool attendance varies very ni uch,
and often during any heathen ceremouy
we have noue at aIl. Mmi. Morton bas a
aowing school wfiichbua becn'pretty wol
attended so far. Proviously no woman
would enter our school building. The
Malekulans are very low and degraded.
Their bouses are sinail and pour.

Thle oitly things %vhercini they display
tlîo least guints is in the carving and paîlnt-
ing qf their lai-go drui and imiages. and
iii cuttizig or rather building canoos. Soîne
of their caues are fully 50 feet iii leîîgth,
and 1 have seen 40 meni in one.

The lot of woman is very liard. They
do ail tue lîeaviest <if tlî o erk and carry
ah dtho burdeiîs. WVleîî a girl bas got.lîer
second set of front tuth shie is taken ta
the sea atid tho two upper muiddle incisors
are brokeni ont. Stmauige tu, sy tliis eus-
toin does flot oittain ou the isiets near.
Port Stanley is about 20 mîiles north of1 us
altbougb bath people bave frequent deael-
inga with each other.

Tbey are very unwilling ta tell us any-
tbiag about thoir superstitions. We dis-
eoverod lately that tboy do not bury the
bodies of aId mien or any principal mon
but lay theni on a table about six feet bigli.
They offer yanis at the Eanie tinie ta -
the spirits tif the dead. The people aiten
telliîe thuat thîey are a mîere handfui coin-
jîared to whist they used ta he, and there
is the clearest evideuco iii overy village
une visits that the population is greatly
reduced. They ascribo this fading away
tu wars, deatbs of no niany clîildren, sud
so mny youuig mnen going away ini labour
vossols.

AI' maice professions of friendsbip, tow-
ardu us but it does not count for very
niuch, wo bave faund themn so rapidly
shangeable. In January we basi one of
eur helpa.sbot. lt is genemally bolicved
that the rnurderer did flot find the person

lie wisbod for, but dctermined not ta b,.
foiled hoe took thie life of our servant a
quiet inoffenisive young man.

The Romnan. Catholic priest who han hi#
head quarters ini Sasoon Bay has a houe*
in aur district and another ab Port Sand-
wich, but ho is very seldoni in the bouse
bere. The languages at the threo differ-
ent places are totally different from each
other.

ALEX MORTON.

REPORT OF THE MISSION VESSEL,
1DA YSPRIN."'

FOR THE YEAU, 1888.
On the 28th March 1888, the well-

known "-Daysprin)g" was towed down Sy-
dniey Harbour and stood out ta sea, on
hier way ta t lie New Hebrides, carrying a
foul cargo of stores aîîd building mnaterials
for the missionauies, ns wvell as the anxi-
ously looked for mails. Tho )Eev. J. W.
and Mis. M'Kenzie of Efate and tliair
clîîld were (in board, zeturning to their
fielu of labour after a short rest in New
South W~ales.

After a ratîxer long passage through a
heavy sea shie arris'ed safély at Anoitytumi
on the 2Oth A1>ril. From thence, after
watering and taking soine tiuiber (in board,
suie proceeded northward, calling at ahl
the Missions Stations with goods and
mails. Slie received on board at various
points Missionaries proceeding to the
meeting of Synod, held this year at the
mont Nortbern Station, Tangoa, Santo.
She eaut atichor in the harbour there on
the 26th May, and put to sea again on-
tho lSth June, hav'ing had ta lie becalmi-
ed for about 10 days after the meeting
of Synod was closed. Sho then caiied at
Epi, Havannah Harbour and Aniwa. At
theo later p)lacea the Rev. W. and Mrs.
W~att wero left ta labour among the Ani-
wans for sanie weeks. Returnîng again
to Santo she proceeded ta eall at all the
stations for malcas she went on bier
way to Sydney. At Havannab Harbour
the Bey. D. McDonald and family joined
the vesse], hoe beiug oni bis way to Mel-
bourne tu get the New Testament printed
in Efatesi. After a pleasant passage
fromi the Islands, Sydney wau reached on
the Sth of Septenibor.

,After reloading stores, &c., abe net ont
on bier mission again on the l8th Septeni- -
ber,. having on board the Rev. W. andi
Mr&. Gray, Missionaries froin South Au&-


