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NOVA SCOTIA IN OLDEN TIME.

Iu the year 1802 the Rev. Alex Diok
came out from Scotland and was ordained
over the cengregation of Douglas on the
2lst June 1803. 3hortly after his arrival
in Nova Sootia he wrote back to s friend
in Leith, Sootland, some of his impres-
sions of planes visited on the passage out.
Extracts from the letter were published
in the Cbristian Mnagasine 1803. They
are worthy of publication and will serve
to keep up a lively remembranocs of the
homoured pivasers of Preabyterisnism in
the Maritime Provimces.

“] landed at the Bay of Bulls, New
Foundland, after a puag' of 5 weeks
from Greenock and was obliged to look
out for auotlier veasel as the one in which
I had embarked was bound for Miramichi
instead of Pictou. But as there is little
communication betwesn the Bay and
Halifax, I was obliged to take a vesssl for
?ydnoy C. B. and from thence to Hali.

AX.

Buring my atay in New Foundland 1
made it my business to inquire about the
state of religon and found itin a very
languishing condition. There is only
one locietgein all this Province that de-
serves to be called religious About 40
or 80 of the members reside in St. John's.
1 kad the satisfaction to get acquainted
with one of the principal supports of this
little congregation and if I may judge of
the whole from this specimen I muat
think well of them. I found him well in-
formed, sound in the great doctrines of
our holy religion and &ioun and regular
in his conversation. He was particularly
well acquainted with the Armenian con-
treversy and held the doctrines of that
system in great abhorrence. The mem-
bers of this society have frequent meet-
ings for prayer aund conferehce beside
their stated and ordinary meeting for pub-
lic worship upon the Lord's Day. They
have lately received a minister from Kog-
land of Lady Huntington's Methodiats.
He is a man of considerable literatureand
is » plain evanrh’cal preacher endeavour-
ing to assist the hearts of his saudience
while himself is the example in sobriety
faith and purity.

Bat the great body of the inhabitants
inthis place are far fromn acting in any
measure corresponding to those of this
sociely. There are a good number who
call themaelves members of the Church of
England but most part are Irish Roman

Catholios or rather heathens, The little
ramnant at St. John's is 1ke & dew from
the Lord of hosts, but there is not an
appesranoce of religion at the Bay of Bulls
nor do the inhabitants there make any
pretensions to it.

There it was my misfortine to spend a
whole S8abbath, and what was more dis-
treasing to me to spend it in sileace. I
;)ropoud to preach but was dissuaded

rom making the attempt. There iaa
curate of the church of England in the
Bay and being informed that he seldom
or never read the service. I remenatrated
with bim about his conduct. He told me
that there was no place apnointed for
pulic worship and that where he had
sometimes engaged in the duties of hig
office thers were few who would give
themselves the trouble toattend him.

How firmly is the kingdom of Satan
established in the hearts of men and how
numetous and powerful are the sup;
of his kingdom in many places of the
worldand especially in the lay. Howaf-
fecting tosee betwixt two orthree bhun.
dred poor sinners amusing thomaelves in
different kind of sports upon the Lord’s
Dayand noonetos, to tnem anythiag
about Christ and his salvation. Howev.
er rude or insolent this peoplo might be I
certainly did wrong in not attemptinyg to
preach the gospel of Christ ainong them.

Monday morning about 3 o'clock we

ot underweigh snﬁ in 6 Jays acrived ap
g dney. The town of Sydney stands
about nine miles up the eastern branch
of the Bay of Sydmey. There is a Church
of England chapel and acurate. There are
a considerable number of Haptists and
other denominations in this place but lit-
tle appearance of true religion among any
of them.

Upon Wednesday I preached inthe
western arm of the Bay. ‘T'he audience
here was numerous,exccedingly attentive
and many of them appeared to be a good
deal affected. As the people in this pars
of the country are altogether destitute of

ublic ordinces I was the more particular
in making enquiry with respect to the
religious exercises of their families.
Some few of them I was happy to find
kept up the worship of God in their
homes and took particular painsin the
instruction of their children. They were
exceedingly desirous that I should have
stayed among them. They have 500
acres of land allowed for a ininister and
are willing to do eve.ything in their
wer to make his situation comfortable.
he settlement is but in its infancy and
the peoElo in general poor, but why
should they perush for ever. If any




