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Ti'tîîki ng over tire occu rrence lie u u(,ciojslv fetil
>1>1( a duel> reverie, and tlit''n glidtcd imîto a ligbî timcr
lus lîead drooping (r i tî rcast. 1 1t,- long bie huim
hcrcd lic kncw îot. -l e awoke sudnvwî b a tari:
and that itîîdcfinal>le feeling of bcwitdlermienît anud :ppre,
henision îvbiclî 4eîi, an ilîîutiti% warnilîg of danîger
being niear. 'l'lic lighîts in tire corridor hurned vcry
diîiil> Neri strut-,ed to hiý, feet, anid, trvung to) dîvîîiu
wliat liai avvak'ened lîuîîî, idvordto anal%,'e lit-

vague cinoti(>uis of fear.
lle lient lis car to catch tire chlo of a suddcîî jarring

soui(l. It procecded frouî (oie of flic bcd-roois. As
lie %vas about to procccd to irîvestigate its cause, a kcy
clicked ii tie lock, aiîd the door of tie apartincuit
occupied bv 'Mr. Jaîîîes was slwyand catitioush
opened.

'l'li %vatclîiug Ned t arrow couild scarcclv rcpress a
cry of excitemîent as bis glance miet the cvii, bearded
face of John Marklîai. 1-t e îvas sucreting soie object
reseiîliiîg a J)ockcet-book ti bis muter coat pocket. 1-1le
did îlot notice Ncd, but after a <juick survey of the corri-
dor, stole sieîntly towairdstlic staircaise. '1'buere %%a.sa,'ulîtIe
volatile odour like chioroforti- ii flic air as lie sartcd
down tbe stairwav.

Ned hurried aftcr lii. FIe dcîcriiîiiiced ta miîse aiu
alarnii, but vraitcd uintil the>' coîîld reacb a lo% cr Iloor of
tire liotel aînd necarer tire attaché~s of tire pulace. le a

Nîarkbhaîi draw back, as somue one camne up tic stairs,
anîd dart down a side corridor.

I' 1 vill not lose sigbit of' limi," mutttcrcd Ncd, griily,
and lie did not.

ïlarkham bad eiitered a montii lcadiiig off' froni the
hall. Ncd rcaclîcd tire door ;niîd looked in. At dlixî
instant Nlrkliaiti's fierce glanice swcpt lus Ipur-suer*-S
facc. WVitli a inittered eciaculation oif dîsnîav, lie reaclicd
tire gas jct oî'cr a table and turiîed if ont. lic did îîot
jîlunge tire rooni iii dariîs util Ned bad seen ilîat
tire aparti>îcit %vis a simili S;ulper roî>in. ibere %vas a
sligbit crashi as Markliaîii, ruiiiig agatiiîst tire tale un1-
avarcs ii tie darlz, scent the castor to tire floor.

,« lel>1
Ned I )arrov dcenied it tintîe t0 maise aui alarin if last.

but tire %ord gurgled ii is tlîroat. 'Marklî1.1iîî, about ta
raise a windowv and trust to flic balcomîtus or fr-saî
for safety, turiîcd anid cauiglit lis îîursuer by ilie
iliroat.

l'Fil chioke tire life out of you if youi doiî't keep quiet,'
lie lireatbed, avagcly.

le flung Ned to the floor roughly. 'l'le brave lad
%vis flot dlatintcd. I-lis lîaid seized oîîe of tirc boutles of
the castor. Grasuiig it furily, lie spraîîg after Mark-
hani, and struck ai ini waildl,, shouting for liellp as lie
did so.

Marklîarn raiscd bis fist to (Ica] Ncd a lîloi. Theb
boule 'vas hurled inIi is face, as N'2ýd sawt% tbat tunlcss
assistance came quickîy the ruffian wuuld cape.

Oh, you have blindcd mie!
ariaîstaggcred back, anid bcgaîî to scrcami aiîd

vell as if iiiucrtilaî agomiy. I-le vvritbed and
twîstecd, aîîd gropcd lus %vay around, clablîiuîg, bis eves.
I-Itrryiiîg footsteps iii flic coirridor witlîott tîoId of CO'iii-
iîîg aid. 'l'le %watchman of the hotel auwl a miglit clerk
burst iîîto tire roolin. Wlîeiî tlîey lighted tire gas t!îey
fouind Johnî Marklîaîîî lyiîîg on tire floor, groiniig iii
terrible painu.

It sceied that the blte froîn tire castor liad -oui-
taiîued cayenne pepper', aiîd tire final bloiv froîîî Ncd biad
driveuî ils conitents iîîîo tire face aiîd eyes of tie nighit
marauder.

lit a few bricfwords Ned rclatcd ail tlîat lîad occurrcd.
'let) minutes later John 'Markhani "vas bciiîg rciovcd ta
the ncare.st police station. Iii lus coat pocket tire)- fouîîd

a large pocket boo k .. \, r ii cawg ii<>lIbr.e thla t
ut Iobugc b r. anîîs,.îd tlmlît it colit.ii Iir iiîoiiev
thlC<e r ni hter a.d r o> tlc u i Sand Fik la t pro-
îieriy (lie dav llrevioti,

A visit tii the ronut ()f tie titîclur-iiîiîster slîoîî e>) Nîr.
lailles jlu.t re> î vcrin fironit b e et-u< tos cifllor> i'n î. lu

'ciî<tt ît a îrk lîîn) lia> ccrî.inl i >vt<ccii awta re ofu tice
sale o f tIire ( lii pîîi opry, anid lî.îî to ri> i uc tgo
dus1 il MIr. .1 ailes of b>5- îîînne%. l e limi d turreî iti oisl%
uiitvrc> t tire liott-LeI and , b% crecj<i ig alo<îîg a balcon%~, liait

i citre wîindow-, of Nl r. aiis îe>1iga parti uc>>t.
1ann ail cîtriînce. Ix- liad <lîicîly drugged ils Ieleeping

ccupaun t, an îd mwt as .i iig off ' <li tire lii e- okwlîeu
lie %vas dais'overcdl li Ncd I )àrriiw.

'l'is cpiside delavcd tire dutuarture for the as iimîtîl
Jobhn MIa rk lî.îii v-a s t îit iii court. lie could îlot but>
pe.u I gîli itNy, an îut ta> scitenced to a long tcrni ii tire
penliilliary.
lfi cou iiecî tii witih thle hca rt tcss sVi id te iga inîst

N ccl 's t rotiier, V illiaiiî t hr<<,la< i ts du1e cfl'cct oiii
thec jur%, anid lie w.sjttlv puuîîshcd for lits ilany
crîinies.

Ncd I ),rrow lIad corne to tie l'acific coast a poor
Iîov. 1lc Icft it i icb iii [%Ionutvedl possessions and iii
<'altale c'.îîcricîîcc.

'l'wo wekafler the Aldilîc .irrivcd iii San I"rilcim.c'
liarlîour, tire railroad traini, bcariiîg tire grainnar sulînol
(.lstawvay's îoîinewards. .steanieinc to tI', lîttle depôjt at
Ridgelaîîd.

Cl-l\lI'lR XXXII.
CON(i LI.tON.

Ir mas like( a iriiîîîbal mîrch ta tire acadeniy froin
tflic dcj ôt. AUI R idgcla 11< tuoriîed out to wvel(iiic b)a k
I<rofcssor Balciitiic anid lts seluolars. Th'ley had l>eei
nonîicd as, dcmi, and m ete alivu, anid rcturîicd to tire

old grai iia r ,chiooi. of wli icl ouîc <>1< muan asserted -
"I 'v'c goîîe out of iiiv ay so as îîot tb sec tire glooiiv

01(1 place. 1 tcýlI voir, Riulgclaiîd Nvouldli' Ibe mtich vigil-
ont tie boys to t veniî il ).

Tliere wcrc rapiturous Piarcents at tire depôt, wlio en-
folded tlicir 51>115 iii lox îng etbaeand N<cpî eicrs of
joy .11 tlicir reuco% civ. 'l'lie ax eragc village boy <as silcnt

wicil %voidcr as tire siory' of tire advciitures of tire cast-
awvays becýalle public iiopcnîy. And îlot OneC of Ille
students w-,as fibere wlîo did îîot féel gratefuil aîîd happiy
as tlîey onice miore eiuicre<l tire pleasant doriîiitories tlîaî
îiight.

Necd I arrow %vas lioîiized Iby tire scliool and tirie putblic,
dcicliiiii.wlf. Anid %lieni Mr. Jaintes rclated the truc

sîorv Of tlîe study cpisode, and I'roféssor l3allentinc
cN.oiierate(l Ned's fa'ir iaie froîîî îlis oîîe suspicion of
e% il, Ncds'ý noble sacrifice iii lîlilf of tire under-iiastcr
made lioni a lîcro tri poîiular estimation. I-is bravery
uimdcr tryiuîg circunistauices lîad bccuî niite< anîd admîirecd

l)y tire (iliscrvait I'rofcssor Bllenumtiuic, but tlîis %'as uîot
aIl thiat cîîdeared liui to tlîc nId tutor.

I-le liad iiiticed tlîat Ned lîad succceded iii rootiîîg
out ait tire old< rivalry anid ill-fcliîîg, tlîat %vas woiit to

ex>t with the Raîpli W>ardeiî faction. 'l'lic islaîîd ex-
pericoce xb.ît liad devueloped noble cliaractcnîstics of
sclf-reliiîîce auîd sacrifice iii Nud, lîac extcîîded a like
influuence over lus compiaionîs.

l'urfect baruîîoiy cxisted in tire study-rooni and on
tire play-grouind. Mutual dangers lîad lirouglît the boys
as near togletlier as biotliers. And tlîe old l'rofessor
bcanied wittî deliglit as lie niîoed day 1», day lus scliolars
grow miore mnaiîy auir( earniesi.

One ycar front the day %whciî tire granuuîar sclîool bo'ys
iad started on thc e'spcdlitioni wvicli liad hcld so iaîy
str.îngc adviiturcs for bhcin, tire sainîe coterie wcre
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