of rates ‘was also offered by the “com-
pany. The only thing asked In return
19 & reductlon In taxation from two
por cent. to one per cent. on gross
<arnings n Manltoba. The favorable
feature of the Canadlan [Pacific Rall-
way offer is, that we have acertainty
without Incurring obligations. On the
other hantd In ‘connection witk the
inadian Northern and Northern Pa-
fic contracts, we are asked 10 as.
sume an cnormous -obligation, fayr be-
yand the resources of the provinee, for
an uncertalnty. The acceptance of the
Canadian Pactiic offer would -not crip-
ple tha province in any way and pre.
sumably would leave us free to help
nyrselves In the future, as occaslon
wmight arise or circumstances demand.
The final closing of the contract with
the Canadian Northern will leave the
provinge in such a state of financial
exhaustion that we will be enthely
prevented for many years to comé
trom consldering any proposal invoiv
Ing financial conslderations.

This referende to the Canadian Pa-
cifle Company’s offer §s made for the
purpose ‘of comparison. Favorable as
that offer may appear in a compara-
‘tive sense, The Commerclal could not
recommend its acceptance, for the very
Important reason that it tmplies the
fina! ratMfication of the contract with
the Northern Paclfle, the absorption of
the Yines ,0f that company in Afanltoba
by the Canadian Pacific Ratlway, and
the extingulshment of the interests of
the great corporation- In this province
—a congumimation certainly not to be
desfred.

iLT

RAILWAY CONTRACT
DISCUSSED.

A speclal meeting of the Winnipeg
becard of trade was held ca Tuesday
evening last to discuss the rallway
contract. Premier Robiin kindly con-
sented to be progent, to answer any
questions which might be put to him
by the members. Mr. Roblin certainly
created o favorable impression, fn his
remarks at the opening, by the2 liberal
and confidential way in which he ex-
pressed himself. He sald he was anx-
lous to have the matter thoroughly
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ap discussed and was wide op2n to receive

every suggestion which would tend to
uy Improve the contract or further safe-

guard the interests of the province. If
18 he found that the jegal disabilities
ad which had ‘been brought up were valtid,
t and would prevent the Pprovince from

1e controlling the rates, the contract
would certainty fall. e gave a dis-
tinct pledge on this point that in such
a case the contract would not he Ain-
ally ratified. Mr. Roblin mentloned
other offers which had been made to
the government by New York partles,
and by the Canadian Northern and the
Canadian Paclfic Rafiway, but they
weyld consider nothing which did not
give them complete control of rates.
Duringr the discussion of the financial
lability of the province, Mr. Roblin
declared that the additional §2,000 per
mile which the Canadign Northern Is
to be permitted to place upon the por-
thon of its system in Manitodba, s not
0 be a charge agalinst 'the province.
Mr. Roblin further stated that the
cempany would not be relleved of any
deflcdency tn operating the road untll
the rate on wheat had been reduced
below 10 cents per 100 pounds fron
Winnipeg and a reduction of 15 per
cent, had been made on other existing
tarifye  After these reductions had
bean  exceeded, ‘the province would
have 10 make good any deficit In
operar'ng the- road. These ‘were the
twe sualn- points brought out at the

it
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meating, which are not shown by the
contract as published. e
Of course It must not be understood

" trom this that the province can escape

any portion of the 1labliity assumed
by the contract, It s slmply under-
stood that any deficit appearing pre-
vious to the reductlons mentioned I
freights, is 1o ‘become a lien upon the
road. The province, however, 18 re-
sponsibic to the bondholders in the
event of the jnability of the road o
pay, for everything assumed by the
centract, notwithstanding that it may
be understood that deficits under cer-
tain circumstances are to be chargad
against the road. After thé freight
reductions are made as stated, the
province must pay any deficits, with-
out recourse to any charge back
against the rallway company.

Mr. Nanton touched the pith of the
subject when he stated ‘that the board
could not come 1o an Intelligent opin-
ton upon the question until they had
absolutely clear and reliable figures
before them that the road would be
able to meet the obligations which
would otherwise fall upon the pro-
vince. Mr. Roblin claimed to have in-
disputable figures: which would prove
beyond a doubt that the enterprise
would prove a financial success, but
he did not wish then to go Into ‘this
aspect of the case,

A committee conslsting of Messrs.
Georgeson, Elllott, Ashdown, Bole,
Drewry, G. F..Galt, Alex. Macdonald
and Riley was appointed to go into the
matter “more thoroy iy with the gov-
ernment, and rep¢ s eurly as Doys
sible to the board.

THE LIQUOR ACT.

The court of King's Bench gave
judgmen. on Saturday last on the re-
cent enactment of the Manitoba leglis-
1ature with respect to the liquor traf-
fie. Chief Justice Killam and Justice
Bain each gave written pronounce-
ments, and the third judge, Justice
Richards concurred with Justice Baln.
The latter judgment has not been pub-
lshed, but 1s said to he very brief and
sweeping In declding against the legal-
fty of the Act.

The judgment of the chlef justice is
a long and exhaustive document, fill-
ing more than scven columns In the
daily press, but its effective conclusion
{s, that the Act cxceeds the power of
the province, and Is theretore ultra
vires. A careful reading of the judg-
ment indlcates that the province has
wide powers of restriction, but that
the questlon s so involved that it is
difficult to legislate .along the line of
pronibition without invading the fletd
of Dominlon rights. The chief justice
practically declines to advise the gov-
ernmeént how far it can safely go and
in this respect leaves the matter as
much a matter of speculation and
doubt as ever- It was the contention
of counsel for the Act that it came
under “property and civil rights” and
“matters of a local nature In the prov-
ince.” both assigned to the provinclal
legislatures in the Britlsh North Am-
erica Act. The declsion of the court
seems to be clear that the suppression
of the Mquor trafiic for the purpose of
promoting temperance does not come
under “property and civil rights” and
in thiat regard narrows down the dis
cusslon. Under “matters of a local na-
ture,” Chlef Justice Killam scems to
be of the opinfon that the legisiature
could enrct a very drastic measure, S0
long as it did not interfere with inter-
provincial transactions or natlonal
trade.

1t is not safe to prophesy as to the
next step, but it may be safely assum-

ed that the License Act will be the law
of the province for at least another
year. Friends of the Liguor Act will
Jdemand an appeal to the Privy Councll
to secure a final decision from the
- highest court in the realm, and it that
course {3 taken, the Act will probably
be altowed to remain on the statute
book, but will be amended to postpone
the date of {ts coming into operation.

RED RIVER NAVIGATION

Next summer hay witness a revival

of traflic on the Red river. It is re-
ported that a Grand Forks lumber
concern ‘has sold 12,000,000 feet of

lumber in Winnipeg, to be delivered
during the coming season. It ds pro-
posed that this lumber shall be
brought down the Red river from
Grand Porks, steamers and barges be-
ing used for the purpose.  Application
has been made to the customs depart-
ment and it has been learned that
there s nothing {n the customs regu-
lations or navigation 1aws to prevent
boats from running down (he Red river
from the United States into Manitoba.
Grand Forks, where the saw mitils ave
located, at which the lumber win be
manifactured. is sftuated on the banks
of the Red river, in North Dakota. The
river I8 navigable from \Winnipeg to
Grand Forlis and  even beyond to
Fargo, though in low water only light
draft boats could be used.

This movement to use the Red river
may be the beginning agaln of an fm-
portant river trafllc. In the old days
the trafic of the Red River colony was
carried on largely by means of the Red
river. Even for some time after the
colony became the province of Mani-
toba, the Red was the great highway
of traflic for the country. Goods were
brought everland from St. Paul, Min-
nesota,the head of navigation on the
Mississippt river, to the head of navi-
gatlon on the Red river, and thence
trangported down the latter river to
point of destination. Later the en-
croachment of raflways northward and
westward, rendered the overland haul
by ordinary vehicle from St. Paul un-
necessary, When the railway tveach-
ed Moorhead, Minnesota, on the Red
river, access to all points along the
river during the se’son of navigation,
became quite easy. Steamers connected
with the ratlway, and quite an dmport-
ant traffic was carrled om between
Winnipeg and Moorhead, via the river
route. The construction of rallways
further northward and ultimately to
Winnipeg destroyed the river trade so
far as Manitoba ds concerned. About
the beginning of the eighties the siver
traflic ‘began to disappear, before the
advent of the fron horse. For years
the Red river has not been used for
general traftic purposes in Manltoba,
though in Alinnesota and Dakota some
river traflic has continued.

The great drawback to the use of the
Red river in Manitoba, has been the
obstruction north of Winnipeg known
as St. Andrew's rapids. With the
completion of the improvements now
golng on to overcome this obstruction,
we may look for quite an Important
traflic via the rlver, Pcu\-ccn winnipeg
and polats north on Lake Winnipeg
and the Saskatchewan river. It is
quite possible that wiver traffic with
points south will be stimulated by the
{mprovements being made novth of the
city, so that within 2 few years we
may find the Red river again assuming
something of its old time importance
as an artery of trade and trafllc.

MISCELLANEOUS.

It is reported that an assay office Wil
be established at Vancouver for the
cenventence of  Yukon miners, who
now have to taketheir gold to Scattle.
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Apntinl Meeting of Clicese and
Butter Makers Union,

The flrst annual meeting of this new
organization was held on Thursday
and Friday last In Maw's halt, Winni-
peg President S. M. Barre preslded
over the deliberations and the procecd-
fngs proved to be most Interesting
throughout. The president’s address
wag in part as follows :

“IZngland buys every year GO0 wmtl
llon dollars worth of farm products,
As Canadians we ought te feel proud
of belonging to a nation forming part
of an empire with such an Lmmense

purchasing  power. It goes to show
that we have before us an unlimited
market for butter, cheese, frult, cat-
tle, meat, eggs and pouitry, provided
w can il the requirements as to qual-
ity Our Manitoba dalry production
will no doubt grow faster the next
tive than it did during the tast fitteen
years, therefore our farmers should
wateh with utmost care all the detalls
of their dalry work. It i{s now fully
understood, that unfortunately our
dairy industry has of late years not
Improved as much as it should, that
our cheese has gone back In quality,
therefore it becomes the duty of every
farmer, of cvery dalry man to closely
look i{nto the reasons why. The unde-
sirable condition of our datry industry
has led & number of dairy men to
questior. the suitabllity of our present
dalry organization, and we were re-
quested to express our views with re-
sard to it, to point out its defects, to
expiajn the workings of such similar
organjzations In other provinces, and
compare their results with our own s0
as to ascertain where we might be
founq wanting.

‘The most advanced dairymen have
held for years, and still hold the opin-
fon, that practical Instruction in fac-
tories and on faring Is the most power-
ful factor f{n dairy education. With
this object in view the most fmportant
dalry provinces of Canads, Ontario
and Quebec, have organized thorough
systems of such practical dairy educa-
tion, To this i3, no doubt, due thelr
succegs in dairying. This is exactly
what Manitoba has so far in a great
measure recentiy overlooked and may
also account for our short-comings.
Now that we have laid down the true
principles of dairy education, we
should look into what means are em-
ployed for carrying them out fn other
provinces.

“In Quebec, Ontarlo and other prov-
inces the ruling and executive powers
are the dairymen's associations. There
are no dairy departments, no dairy su-
perintendents in those provinces. The
dairymen’s assaciation discuss the na-
ture of the work to be undertaken, sel-
ect the men required to exccute the
same, and the expense i3 met by prov-
incial and In some cases by federal
grants of money.

“In Cntarfo there are two dairymen's
associagtions. They had three some
time ago. They have three dalry
schools and a dozen or more instruce
tors visiting butter and cheese factor-
fes. Al except the dalry schools are
controlled by the dalrymen’'s assocla-
tion. TThey are now organizing a num-
ber of Illustration stations or model
factories. Some of tho dalry schools
and experimental work have been con-
trolled by the Dominlon dairy comm!s.
sfoner, Ottawa. Such s the present
dairy organization in Ontarlo. It may
be llable to improvement but nobody
can deny that an immense deliry pro
gress has resulted from ft.

“In Quebec we find a dalrymen’s as-
gociation and the largest and best at-
tended dalry schools in Canada. The
attendance has reached 165 students in
& year, They also possess what is sup-
posed to be the best plan of factory in-
spection in Canada. The same plan
has also been adopted In some parts of
Ontarlo. It consists of syndicating to-
gether o number of factories, about
twenty fn number, and placing cach
syndicate In charge of a competent in-
structor, Every instructor is réquired
to pass an examinatidbn before he Is
allowed to act. Over ‘hirty instructors
are _employed In this way and such
work has brought about a wonderful
change in the quallty of butter and
cheese in that province.

“In Manitoba, the organization dif-
fers very materially from that which
exists in other provinces. We have
here two dalry associationg, o dafry
school, a dalry department, a dairy su-
perintendent, and a number of govern-
ment helped factories. The old dairy-
men's association has deprived itself of
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