mdoubtedly shrowed enough to see
tia voint. .
The denunciation of thiese treatlea
{ wsures the continuance of tho prefor-
atial clauso In the pew Canadlan tar-
y. I it had beon declded that Geor-
pany and  Belglum would have to
f wme fu as preferred countries, under
we new  tariff  arrangement, the
uuse would in all probability hava
fwon dropped at the next sewsion of
j oriiament. Canadisn ministers ciaim-
g« that the preferential featurs of our
8 tartlf need not apply to Germany and
N Bglum, but the prompt denunciation
o these treaties Indlcates that the
3 mperial government took a different
ww of the matter.
Some profess to see {n the denunol-
awon of these treatles a step In the
drection of protection on the part of
we Imperial government. The Com-
serefal cannot view it in that light,
%t rather that the effect will be in
e direction of promoting free trade
vithin the empire. Free trade with-
pthe <mpire would exert a tremend-
@ {nfluence io promoting free tradeg
nih  foreign countries. Therefore,
e direct fnfluence would seem to te
a favor of free trade.

THE PREFERIENTIAL
CLAUSE.

4 The customs officials are experienc-
2 constderable trouble with import-
gt in passing goods subject to the re-
g <iions under the preferential clause.
3 heend regulations have been made for
s er'ry of such goods. The new
maulations are to the effect that a
gtsration from the exporter “‘nust
wompany the invoice of the goods
M=utieo 1¢ the reduced tarifl rate un-
L. the reciprocal clause of the tar-
L This regulation was to go into
et on August 1, but a telegram
o Ottawe says that instructions
re beel sent to collectors of customs
wgne at least one month's delay for
i iment of the regulations govern-
2 prefercntial tarif!, as {n many in-
extes yoods were in the course of
fdoment at the time thie new order
pronnuigated. The following is the
a of 't laration from exporters,
ikl must bo attached to the in-
=3

FORM OF DECI-ARATION.

the undersigneaq, (paxrtnor
daly authorized agent of the firm
do

o
oly ami truly declare that tho
g deseribed in the annexed in-

fn packages as detalled.
, are bona fide the produce or
tfacture of S that
tald wvolce contains a full and
e siateimzent of the fair market
s when sold for liome consumption
e sa1d goods at the time and
of the « xportation thereof direct
Groda, that such fair market
weludes any bounties, draw-
t, royalities, rents or charges

THE COMMERCIAL

that may have been or are expected
tc be allowed or pald on asid
goods, ar {s payible on paten rights
or because of thoe lease bI such, goods,
or for the right of using the same,
and that no different invoico or ac~
count therco! lhas been or wil be
furnighed to anyone by me or on' my

No. and Description

Description
of Packages.

Nos. |V

Marks

L

Subscrlbed and deslared this
d%y of
a

189,
Before me
{Bignature)

Thuis declaration may be made before
a notary, a municipal officer of a city
or town, a British consul, or a presi-
dent or secrotary of a chamber of
commaerce.

The decleration of the Importer or
his agent, as to the origin of the
goods, I8 also to be made and aub-
scrived to on the enfiry. .

It Involces are made out at lower
prices for goods exported dirsctly to
Canada than the fair market value
at the same thme and place for such
goods when sold for home consumption
in the country whence so exported, in
ull such cases the involces are also
to show clearly, In a speclal column,
or by addition thereto, such falr mar-
ket value as aforesald for the goods
described therein.

California IFruit Crop.

Lato advlces from California state
that the crop of raisins will be much
smaller than was originally estimated
owing to various vine discases. ‘The
action of some commission houses " in
making low prices on what is claimeqd
to be o purely spelcatiuve basis s
condemned in stropg terms by some
of the growers. Owing to unfavorable
weather, attacks of insects and the

prevalence of diseases to which the
grape vines are prone, It has bheen
stated In various dispatches of Iate

from the coast, that the output this
year is not likely to rise above the
average. 'eople here who are interest-
¢ in raisins are not-inclined to ac-
cept this as final, and are disposed to
walt for further reports, saying that
information as to the condition of af-
fairs 1n California has proved In the
past to be so uncertain that it is
impossible to form anything ke a
correct ldea of the situation from the
reports now being issued from that
source, Several of the prominent re-
ceivers of California frults have stat-
ed that the views expressed by grow-
ers and curers early {n the season are
likely to do more to hurt the tyade in
California fruits in both home and ex-
port markets, than all of the state-
ments, pro or con ,that ay be madu
by eastern handlers.

It is said by large handlers of Cull-
fornia fruits that with the import
duty practically prohibitory, and with
a growing export market the Califor-
uia producers, by witholding accurate
information, are preventing the ex-
tension of trade in their goods The
large eoastern dealors in California
fruits say that they look for alarge
future for these products, but cannot
make much progress while the peo-
ple on the coast are so arbitrary In
thieir met dds. On the other hand,
it is claimed that the producers are
anxious to introduce their frults
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everywhere, bolloving that they have

the boegt products of their kind, and

are wiiling to make all reasonablq

i?ucm(ms‘—xv. Y. Commereial Bulle-
a.

Calitfornin Ivaporated Fruits,

Regarding the situation in evapor-
ated frults on the coast, the Califor-
nla Frult Grower says. ‘The light
‘fobbing trade srogress I8 fast he-
{ng up the smalt supg!y of cured Irults
of the crop of 189 now on hand.
Never before in the history of tho
frulty trade lhas the mouth of July
found the crop of the previous season
so well cleaned up as at present. New
crop apricots are firmer and ashade
figher In price. There were several
short sellers on early apricots at low
prices and they are now trying to
fitl.  This has caused the merket to
harded a Uttle; Gc to 6c is the prica
i bags f. 0. b, good to choice and
{irm. Strictly cholce are heid atove
8c Buyers are not anticipating their,
wants as ln past seasons. Royals are
about the only varlety ready for
marketing at present, and the prices
ranges from 4 1-2¢ to 6¢, as to qua
ity in sacks f. o. b. Peaches will no
bo ready in a wholesale way belore
August 10. Some cholce new peaches,
early varlety, have sold at 6c to 5
1-2¢ Moorpark apricots wiil be ready
early next month. The output of
cured fruits in this state, particularly
apricots,
time indications point to a low range
of prices. It is however, very hard
to predict what aseason may bringd
fort hand sixty days hence thers may
be a brisk demand at good prices, bugy
bhg present outlook does not indicate
it.

Silver.

During the present week the cle-
cline of Riiver has broken all records
in the market quotation On last
Saturaay fine bars wero 27 1-4d in
London. On Thursday last the quo-
tation hac dropped to 26 3-81, which
compares with o previous low level of
27d, ot March 16. 1894, In New
Yurk the silver market closely re-
fiected the drop 1n London, the come
mereial price dechning from 59 1-ic
per cunce tu 57 3-8c¢, which iz also the
lowest ever recorded. Mexican dal-
lars have naturaily followed the
course of the bar-silver market, faliing
to 43 7-5¢ fn New York. On Thurs-
day a slight rally occarred. the Lon-
don quotation for bars being 1-8 high-
er at 26 1-2d, with a similar recov-
ery to 57 1-2c at New York, and on
Friday theo London price advanced to
268 7-&d, Lut finally yelded. closing at
28 11-1Gd, whil in New York arally
to 581-8c was followed LY renewed
weakness, the price declining to 57
7-8¢. -

In epite of tho absencs of any specu-
Iative fecatures in the silver market,
its course has attracted no littlo at-
tention  The matter 18 more falk
discugsed {n another colmmm, but the
principai causes of the drop can ‘be
found in a combination of large offers
ings [rom this country, extremely Ym-
ited Indian buying, together with tho
(latress of exchango on China, which
lntter circumstance is expleined bY
the large interest payments China is
pow forced to make abroad and the
decline fu values of the principal Chin-
evo exports. It Is stated that whlle
at the beginving of 1897 the Hong
Kong exchnnge rate was on the asis
of 24 1 3-44 per dollax, the figure had
tallen by July 15 to 1s i 8-4d.—~Brad-
streets, July 381.

»

will be large, and at this~

.



