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A NEGLECTED SOUROE OF PROFIT.

Tue CoyMuErcial Yas froguently endeavored
to show the value of raising hogs 10 Mawituba,
from a cummer.ial stand puiat, Wo learoat to
agricultural journals $o discuss what kind of
Logs aro most suitable to the country, and what
pacticular treatmont they requice, Bat provid-
ing that the climate, etc., of the country is
suitable for raising hogs, the commercial side of
the question is certainly favorable to the in
dustry. Tons upon tons of cured hog products,
lard, ete., are being brought in from castern
Canada, to supply the demand for these lines
in the west. Formerly large quantities of cured
hog products were brought from Chicago and
other United States packing points, but the in-
crease in the duty las operated in favor of
eastern Canada packers, who now proside the
bulk of supply.

Tue CoMMERCIAL has frequently urged that
theso products should all be produced at homo,
and that not only should Manitoba and the
Territories be sapplied with home raised and
home cured products, but that we should also
supply thoe large demand for such products in
British Columbia. We have tried to point ous
in the past, that a great deal of the grain sont
out of Manitoba, which has to bear a high rate
of freight to the cast, should be consumed here
in feeding animals, particularly hogs. At
prescat we are paying freight both ways. We
pay freight upon the hog products brought from
the enst, and wo pay freight on low grade grain
sent to the east for feed, when we could feed
the grain here and save the freight. This year
thero ave tons of grain in the country which
would make good feed for hogs, if the arimals
were hero to eat it up, but which is hardly
saleable for shipment, or at least notsaleable at
a profit.

Tue Cox>yERCIAL has always contended that
it would be far more profitable to feed cheap
grain here than to ship it, though we were not
able to supply much informationin the way of
statistizs upon this point. An experiment
carried on at the Dominion experimental farm,
at Ottawa, however, bears out our assertions.
Professor Robertson, of the Ottawa farm, says
that last winter a carload of frosted wheat was
ecnt from dlanitoba to the farm. They wanted
80 find the comparative value of the wheat in
cattle and swine feeding, They found the
frosted stuff quite equal to any mixturo of grain
for beef making, both in rapidity of gain and
quality of beef. Ia the making of bacon they
got 10.4 pounds of increase in live weight, per
bushel of frozen wheat, sold the pork at 53
cents per pound, live weaight, and therefore
realized 86 cents per bushel, Now, here is the
proof of the pndding. Manitoba farmers have
been selliug damaged grain at from 15 to 30
cents per bushel, which would bring them 80 to
90 cents per bushel if marketed in the form of
fat hogs. There scems certainly to be a groat
waste in this transaction.

Besides the loss in shipping low grade grain,
the curing of hogs would build up an important

industry at home. This industry has beon the |
main support in building up some of the cities
of tho central western states. Soveral attempts
have been made to build up a packing iudastry
in Winaipeg, but the sapply of hogs has been
8o limited that no progress has Leen malde.
With low prices likely to rule fur cvarso grains,
and alwayg tho pussilulily of uicasivnal years |
in which theto wili Lo wonsiderabls low grade |
wheat, it wouid appent that what ur farmors |
reyuirs more than any other thing 18 hogs. |
It would pay oven o tecd the ULest grades of
wheat, in preteronce to selling at present
values, Ia fact at average wheat values in tuis
country, selling the grain in the form of pork
would return a boetter profit fur everything but
the very choicest grades.

The only thiug we have heard urged against
the raising of hogs here, is the cold winters
We think, however, that this difficulty could
bo overcome by building a warm place with
gomo of the straw which is usually burnt upon
our Manitcha farms, after theeshing. Hogs do
not require a very roomy place of abude. This
point, howover, we will leave for the agri-
cultural papors,

ANOTHER TMPORTANT DEVEL

! The advancemen$ of Manitoba, and XVestern
anads in general, goes on apage” Railway
construction is progressing-¥8® & number of
roads in various parts of the country, and
quick dovelopment of agricultural and other in-
terests always quickly follows the opening up
of any new sections by railway. The large
number of scttlers who have come into the
country this year, the activity in railway con.
siruction and the new industries of various
kinds which have been set on foot, all mark
the year 1892 as one of material advancement.

We come now to speak of a particular indus
try of a nost important nature which has just
been inaugurated. The first car load of coal
from the new Souris mines arrived in Winnipeg
last weck. The opening of these mines ostab.
lishes g source of fuel supply within easy dis.
tomce of Winanipeg and the settled portions of
Manitoba. The bulk of the cosl supply of
Manitoba has herctofore been drawn from the
coal mines in Penngylvania in the east, or from
the western coal mines at Lethbridge, Medicine
Hat and other puints in the western portions of
the Territories. These far western coal depos-
its were developed on account of their proximi-
ty to railways, though in the case of the Leth-
bridge coal deposits a railway was constructed
specially to the mines. 1t was known, how-
ever, that there wore valuable coal depos-
its hundreds of miles nearer the centres of pop-
ulation than these western mines, but in the ab.
gence of railroads to these deposits they were
of little value to tho population at large, Set.
tlers in the immediate vicinity secured their
supplics of fuel cheaply, but the coal could not
be carried in wagons great distances to advan.
tage.

Last year the goverament of Manitoba made
an agreement with the Chwadian Pacific Rail-
way company to corstruct & railway to tho
Souris coal region. At the same time an un-
derstanding was also come to with the Domian.
ion Coal Co. to mine and place this coal on the
market upon the completion of the railway.

ENT,

As a result the first car of coal from the Souris

district has now arrived here, and in a short
time tho compauny will bo prepared to supply
the demard for this coal.

Tho Jouris coal deposits are situated in the
south-castern corner of thoe torritory of Assini.
boia, not far boyond the western boundary of
Mauitoba. The deposits are rcgarded as the
most valuable of any yet discuvered in tho east-
ern puitivn Jf the praicie reg.n. The yuaatity
is abunlant, and the wwal of guud yuality for
haatiog, cooking and steam purposes

The opening of these mines will havo the of
foot of materially cheapening the cost of coal.
The coal is situated in o goad locality, being in
a direct line to connect with all the branch rail-
ways in Manitoba,south of the Manitoba North-
western railway. Tho coal district is thare.
fore ia direct connection with the most popu-
lous portions of the country. All the country
south of the main line of the Canadian Pacifie
railway and east of the Red river willnow have
a conveniont and abundant source of fuel sup-
ply at a greatly reduced cost. The open prai-
tie distrivis of svathern Maniobs, where wood
fuel is s.atce, have now a convement and
abundant supply of fuol opened to them. Tho
price of the new coal will be §4 on track at
Wiannipeg, as compared with the old price of $7
per ton for a similar coal, while at points near-
er the mioes the price will Lo even lower.
This reduction in tho cost of fuel will be of
great valuo to Mamtoba in cheapening the cost
of liviog and redacing the cost of fuel for man-
ufacturing purposes,

THE LONDON CONGRESS.

The congress of bonardsof trade in London
has rejected a motion in favor of preferential
trade between the colomies and the United
Kingdom., Thisis perhaps what might have
been expected in view of the strong free trale
influences in the congrees. There is one point
which we wish to refer to. The cable report
sIys :

¢+ Sir Thomas Henry Taner, late secretary of
tho board of trade, assailed the position of “Sir
Charles Tupper on the subject of preferential
trade. He contended that colonial trade was
infipitesimal compared with the trado that
would bo lost to Eegland by the adoption of Sir
Charles Tupper’s suggestion. * Should Great
Britain,” asked Sir Tnomas, *‘forego fifty mil-
lions of American tradein order to secure a pro-
blematical eleven millioas from Canada? Con-
ce.vo of Rngland's position if the United States
should conclude to offer free trade on condition
of being accorded the same terms as Ganada,
and England would be compelled by a prior ob.
ligation to Cavada to reject that offer.”

The extract above is simply the cable report,
and it may be inaccurate, but if Sir Thomas
took the position as described therein,it appears
to us that he made the very strongest point in
favor of differential dutics. He strove to do-
pict the terribly awkward position in which
the United Kingdom would be placed if the
United States would come and offer free trade
on condition of being admitted to the British
trade compact. The answer to our mied is a
very simple one, why, admit the United States,
of course! Probably the best argumeat in fa.
vor of an imperial trade compact is the ono
that it wouldJorce other countries to offer fa.
vorable trade treaties to Great Britain and the
colonies. If free trade predominated in the
world there would be very liftlo which could
be gaid in favor of a Britizh trade compact the




