8§ THNY COMMEBRCIAL,.

Vo

ISR g

Republic in the seizure of Canadian vesscls on
the high seas, while engaged in a lawful pursuit,
has created in this country a sharp reaction in
an opposite direction, oven among the ardent
admirers in Canada, of the United States. So
long as the *‘tail twisting” feature remains &
factor in the politics of the Republic, the
friendly feeling which should naturally exist
between the British Empire and Canada espe-
cially, and the United States, will hardly at-
tain to that degree which the common sense of
these countries should and 1o doubt do
wish for.

RECIPROCITY WITH THE U. 8.

The proposed amendiment to the new tariff
bill while it was under discussion in the 1Jnited
States Senate, looking to reciprocity with
Canada, has shown that the two palitical
parties in Canada are each in favor of freer
trade relstionship with the United States.
Seoator Sherman’s resolution introduced as an
amendment to the tariff bill, did not provide
for reciprocity with Canada, but had it passed
it would have been an iinportant step in the
direction of rveciprocity. There were two im-.
portant proposals in the Sherman resolution.
The firet provided for feee trade in coal between
Canada and the United States, while the second
and more important part of the resolution pro-
vided as follows :—

“\Whonever it shall be duly certified to the
President of the United States that the Govern-
ment of the Dominion of Canada has declared
a desite to enter into such commercial arrange
mepts with the United States as will result
in & complete or partial removal of the duties
on trade between Canada and the United States,
he shall appoint three commissioners to meet
those who may be desisnnted to represent the
Government of Canuda to consider the best
method of extending the trade relations between
Canada and the United States, and to ascertain
on what terms greater freedom of intercourse
between the two countries can best be secured,
and said commissioners shall report to the
President who shall lay the report before
Congress.”

Unfortunately the tariff bill was passed with-
out the consideration of the Sherman resolution.
The bill had been a long time under discusaion,
and the Senators were anxious to hurry the
measure through, hence the reason given for
dropping the amendment locking to reciprocity
with Canada. The discussion of the amend.
ment, even if it had been defeated, would have
been more satisfactory than the propping of the
matter without discussion, as it would bave
shown Canada what feeling prevails in the
Senate vpon the question, As it is we are
merely letv to guess what the sentiments of
that legislative body may be upon this matter.

In this country both political parties are
committed to reciprocity if it can be obtained.
Though the party in power is the party of
protection, it is committed to reciprocity just
a8 much as is the opposition. The statements
of leading politicisns on the government side

-since the early daysof the ‘‘National Policy”
movement, have committed the Conservative
party to reciprocity, and the present Canadian
Government ;conld [uot reject any proposals in
that direction Jcoming ;from the United States
without ignoring] its declarations in the past,

- The comments of the Cunservative préss and

Conservative leaders on the Sherman resoluticn

showed thet the party was preparing iteelf to
accept tho proposals had they been passed by
Congress. There is, however, little use of
keoping up an agitation in Cansda in favor of
reciprooity until the question assumes some
practical shape in the United States. Cenada
has sued for freor trade with the United States
on several occasions, but our advances have
always been rejected by the Republic. Auny
offer for reciprocity should therefore come from
the United States. It seems like folly to keep
up thejagitation in this country, unloss there ie
some Freason for believing that United States
legislators have changed or are changing their
visws upon the question, and are prepared to
meet us half way, There is nowlittle prospect
that Congress will make any move this session
in the direction of reciprocity with Canada.
The wession is now well speat and the remain.
fog measures will be hurried through. While
therefore we have no indication that Congress
is more favorably inclined toward reciprocity
than beretofore, we have on the other hand the
passage by that bady of a new tariff bill which
strikes a hard blow at trade with Canada.

THE McKINLEY TPARIFF,

Last week we referred briefly to the paseage
by the United States Senate of the new tariff
bill. The bill pussed the House of Representa.
tives previous to going to the Seoate, and a
number of amendments were made to it by the
latter body. These will have to be concurred
in by the House befoie it becomes law. The
bill is therefore still subject to change, but the
belief is that it will be finslly concurred in by
the two legislative- bodies with little if any
changa from its present form. The date of
bringing the bill in force bas been fixed for Oc.
tober first, but it is hardly thought possible
that it can be cnforced by that date. Strong
protests have been made by important com-
mercial bodies throughout the country, against
putting the bill in force so soon. Even therefore
should the House agree to the amendments
made by the Senate, it is probable that the bill
will not be put in force until a later date than
that named.

An important change made by the Senate in
the bill was that of placing binding twins on
the free list, This was done in deference to
the western agricultaral vote, though manufac.
turers worked hard against this feature. The
tariff on pine clapboards was rednced from $2
to §1 pur thousand feet. The duty on fresh
fish was made § cent per pound. There was
quite & fight over the question of the fish duties,
and at one time it looked as if fish would go on
the free list. Auother important addition to
the bill provides fora duty of 10 per cent. on
tea, when not imported direct, otherwise tea
will be free. The object of thisis to prevent

-the importation of tea via Canads and the

Cape of Good Hope. This is a direct discrimi-
nation against the carrying trade of Canada.
What is regarded as the most important
amendment to the bill by the Senats was the
resolution embodying the Blaine idea for secur-
ing reciprocal trade with South American
countries. Briefly this amendment provides
for the placing of duties on sugar, molasses,
coffee, tea and hides, when shipped from ooun.

tries which impose duties on products coming
from the United States, The idea {s to force
the South American countries to admit pro-
ducts from the United States free of duties, in
return for the admission of sugar, molasses,
coffee, toa and hides into the United States free
of duty, these prodncta being the principal ex.
ports of the southern countries.

The bill as it now stands will strike very hard
upon exports from Canads, as the dutics have
been largely increased on neatly ‘all commodi-
ties which are imported from Canada to any
extent. Following are the changes in the
duties on the principal commodities exported
from Canads :

Articles, Old Duty,  New Duty
Apples, n or ripe 50. 1b,
i 5rled ........ vees 6. 1b.
Cattle, 1 year or under $2 head
ceescenannes 50. doz.
Straw ..., 80p. c
Barley . 0c. Lush 30¢c. bush
Barley mal " 450 ¢
8 cenise sesnrnsas e d0p.o o 400
Butter, and substitutes. wodo, ih, oo 1b.
Cabbages...... . PPN .10 p. © 1c. each.
Cheese ....... seores . .. éc.1b. 6. Ib,
Hay <o ... 82 ton # ton.
Hops ..... e.80. 1h, 150, 1b,
0:&. ++ 10c bush 15¢. hush,
Ostmeal.. . gc b 1c Ib
gnlom ...;g p. o :g%‘ b(.l‘lh
fnen.. .20p. o
ah red .. 20p.c 16c. **
“ gplit . .20 p. & 80c,
Potatoes ... ++.150, busk, 250, ¢
Wheat ..... ...200, ¢ 25¢, *
Wheat lour cooeevieceiecenee20pic 25 p.
Cattle, over 1 yea cisnese20 PG $10 head.
Horses and mules . oeaeecioees 20 p. C $30
Horves, $150 or over ..... ..20p. o 30&0.
Hogs eooves cvvncens “ere .20p.0 $1.00 head.
Sheep, 1 year orover . ~L20p.o. $1.50 hesd
Sheep, less 1 year 20 p. G 76¢.
Other live animals .... ... 20p. 0 Same.
Mutton.....oecenanen .1o. 1b. 20. b,
Poultry, live .. «.10p.c 8c. 1b,
Poultry, dressed .... ..10 ﬁ c 6c. Ib.
umber, sawn, N. E. 8 M, 2 M.
' planed veeseeseres $2.50 M.
U “ ved....oee — S8 M
" " ouble grooved., ——— $3.50 M.
plan deals, &o., of
white wood, wood, syoa.
more, hemlock.. ... ceeceesese . $le M, M
e $1 M,
10p.c
:c. cub. ft.
1 M.
$1.60 M,
10 p.c ad val
15c. 1000 ps
20c. M.
Rail ties, tel h pol! 1 ggo. x
way ties, telegrap! es.... p-C
Cedar posts, pavin, ﬁsgo cens 25 p. o
%u;:’s. woto.d. alt g} .......... 10 p. o
ubs, posts, oar blocks, wagon
blocks, last blocks, rough,
hewn, orsawn ........ oo g —— 20 p. o
Casks and barrels, empty — 0 p.c
Bugar box Chooks Liieeseircass = WVp.o
Packing box shooks, N. E. 8..., 80 p.c
B°"1f°ny o “‘l’"}fxfm'x'gm"'ss 35
wholly or partly veees85 Py C p.c
Manufacturers of wood, N. E. 8.35 p, ¢ 85 p. o

LEATHER.

The steady advance in leather in the United.
States has apparently ceased for the time,
though further advauces are expected in some
lines. There is atill'the large fall demand to
fill to & considerable extent, and any changes in
prices are likely to be in the direction of still
higher figures. The rise in leather has been
one of the most remsrkable featares in oom.
meroial circles for some time, It has been re.
markable in the steady and rapid nature of the
advance, and the length to which it has been
carried, amounting to from 10 to 75 per cent, on
different lines. A Boston correspondent of
Bradstreets says :—** Good upper is soarce, and
resort has becn had to many substitotes.
Light grain sells eaaily at 12 to 160, and heavy
at 16 to 180, With a little rush in the shos
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