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required, therefore, a method which shall abbreviate
labor, which shall keep the account in a form to be
instantly available for the purposes of examination,
for billing, for addressing, and for each of several
other possible requirements.

The first plan for caring for subscription accounts
that perhaps occurs to the beginner in newspaper
work is a book in which, upon some arrangement,
cither alphabetical, geographical or a combination of
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hoth of these, the names shall be entered with nota-
tion of date of payment and expiration of subscription.
From these names so arranged the wrappers are ad-
dressed from time to time, and from the names in
turn bills are sent on appropriate dates corresponding
to expirations. The book, however, becomes entirely
inadequate when the list reaches a few thousand
names, and is utterly out of the race when so many
as 10,000 or 20,000 names are 10 be recorded.  \With
daily papers and weekly papers subscription accounts
are very frequently kept in the shape of standing
type, the names, addresses and also the time of ex-
piration of subscription, being indicated.  Impressions
from ‘this printed account are taken from time to
time, and by mecans of mailing machines they are
cut into picces and pasted in place upon the wrappers,
or upon the face of the copies of the paper, and thus
combine in smallest compass 2 method of addressing
and-a method of accounting, at the same time keeping
before the reader a statement of his account.  This
plan, however, has its limitations, because the expense
of keeping type standing is comparatively heavy, and
the Iabor nccessary for making corrections and altera-
tions islikewise a considerableitem.  Thesystem seans
to break down when monthly periodicals are considered,
the rule with which is to stop sending at the end of the
period for which payment has been made, and thercfore
it will be found in practice that a lage proportion of all
the monthlies published in the country o out in wrap-
pers addressed by hand or under addresses prepared by
somec other plan than that above described. In what-
cver way the wrappers are to be addressed, the account-
ant is farced o consider the question of a record in some
shape or form of cach subscription, and a dclivery of
papers to the subscriber.  The record of delivery as
usually managed is very gencrally omitted, the assump-
tion being that every person who is entitled to a copy
of the paper has got it, unless a representation is made
to the contrary, and that the delivery of the extra copics
that are sometimes supplicd upon complaint causes less

loss to the pubhsher than the expense of keeping the
account in a different form.  And yet some publishers
have goune so far as to establish plans by which the
addressing of cach lot of monthly wrappers is accom.
panied by checking against th  individeal names on
the list. To this end card indexes are sometimes
provided, the individual cards heing properly ruled to
receive the name and address of the subscriber, date
of payment of subscription and date of expiration,
and then fllow columns representing the different
issues which are to be suppliecd under the sub.
seription, ready to receive check marks as the wrap-
pers are addressed.  The columns are  sometimes
made of some considerable depth, so as to admit of
renewals and extensions of subscription on the one
card, the different years being allotted to  different
lines, and then as the wrappers are addressed check.
marks are pat in at proner places, thus keeping track
of what has been actually sent.—A. O. Kittredge.
Business.

THE PAPER TRADE
@UR]NG the past month the prices of papers

of all kinds have been well maintained; and
the understanding among the manufacturers has been
well sustained and fasthfully preserved.  This is the
hoast of all the paper men, and all are greatly
pleased thereat. But right here it may be mentioned,
that fairly large contracts for printing papers have
been closed very lately in this city, at lower prices
than ruled a month ago. These may be exceptions,
but their mere existence shows that prices are slightly
casier in reality, whatever they may be nominaily.
In writing papers, the tendency of prices, on the
contrary, 1s upwards.  Higher quotations have been
given and accepted.

One prominent feature of the market is the fact
that the importations from tiic United States have
fallen off very materially during the past six months,
The higher class American prints are heing displaced
by domestic papers, which exhibit a marked improve-
ment in quality and surface finish. It is oaly for
exceprional work that it is found necessary to send
outside the conntry for the paper. This is duce no
doubt te the improved machinery sct up by the
leading mills, and ther enterprise will undonbtedly
benefit them very cousiderably.

Mis, Muncanev.—* Sure ticere was a man foumi
dead down in the alley way, wid nothin® but a cake
of skin soap in lus pocket, the poor cratur™.”

Mrs. McDonig.—*Och. thin sphare yer pity
Mis. Mulcaliey. I'H bet yez the man was lured to
dic wid it in his pocket jes 10 advertise the soap.™

The RKings™ Fester.
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