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BUILIEI UNDER NOTRE DAME.

)uritg te sutîttuier et 1888, whte tîpoti ta editorial staff et te
Mtontrtra. , 1 hall tae task assignied Lu e ofa exatning tae arc-
htives et te differetnt city cametaries, et rattrackiîîg teo vauits and
totmba, and of stuîdying tho historient nionumonts et te place witit a
a viow La te pumblicin et a series et articles upot tae Bubjeet et
Matiitreiîi's eariy ltistory nuit ihabitaitt. IL was tiot Cetieraliy knewin
titat botween te yenrs et 1881 antd 1841l a grat nutiber et prentin-
eut citizeis lad bean bîtried in te vaults imter Notre Damet chturcit.
Fow litd ever visittd tat citambar ot teo dead, nnd avait titose fow
itavar carried aivay aîîy record et te departed ; ilt tact, ne une liait
ever beu parînitted LV> examitno its archivas. Aftr itringing consid-
arable influettce Lu bieuxr, I alto day suicceeded in ebtaiîtingý a perîmit,
freont tia Cure et Notre Daine, Le visit te v'înlLa anid take extracts
frein te regitors.

Arîtd 'it t nty Ilfirait," ani lLfer tallinig te city aditor ef rny
imtetîded excursioni, and proniisuîg Le returtu Late oice betora fiva
n'ciock te attend L to tie special work l'e hid assigned te me, I fourni
niy way, liL a qttartor.pttut. trae in te aftrnoon, La tao oflice et te
citurli trustuas, aitmînte in rear af te vast temple et' Notre 1)ama.
Thera 1 itet an elderly itîdividuai, wlie seaîîted La ha teo guardian et
Lise place, and whotecxpress;ed noe littie surprise ami iearning: Litat 1 limad
ait order fer Iiiin tu tlîmow open Lia iran doors ef Lite vaîtit, and Lo
hîaîtd ovor fer mny inspection te books et tha pariait.

The tomîndations et titis e(liÇico ivere laid in October, 1828, aut dur-
ing six years teo iork J censtituctiotî pragrcssed. Ou Juste 7. 185(),
tihe lasL Btotia ivas plaed upon te Lewer ; and eigltt dayô atterward
Mgr. Lartigue oflicialiy openaul auit consecrated te building. TIhte
plaîts of titis immnttse chiurvlt was conceived and carried inte execît-
tien by one James Q'Doittiell, ait arciîitect et a very suparior abiiity.
IJeneatit s altar, in tae car.acomb et iLs doad, repose lus romnains ; a
beaittiti monumnmt marks te spot.

AfLer seeing te structutre iu ail it' variad attractions troni aboya. I
suggested tu my oId cicî'roie La descentd inte Lita crypt, titat L tuiiglit
rend te sLertes et Lite past iitscribed mîpoî iLs tablets end cosiserved
inî iLs archives. To raci te crypt, tha tmple ot te dent], wia îîassed

,,l 4't'tuoi biuagîercly titeaccoit of a very pectifiar tdycotiaro. 1 wili mot troubla
ul.% rendet wvîtl ait)y 4douLîls of witt I ft>und tn aite ragimters or ipomi tiie tomtbe,

t>..lwlîitt as nt>so1utc1'I stv'xesîer> to iake ttuy story tinteligible.

treui wltat noor Kents waild dascribe as
-A titausaati lioraidricît,

Twviliglit *taitt and dlin iti blazoaiîuigs."

Tha aid mts lield ini one litad a bunch et laya, anîd in te aLlier a cappr
aîboutt test juches; iin langtli. Frein biitd Lite iiî altar lia lad me
dowtt a wimîding aLonte stairway, ito a datup corridor witlî vauited
roof and itugo irait doors. IL woitid recill Le mind tae palace et tha
Doages wvhonî tae " Bridge et Sigîts" Iliitd beau passed, or aise the
prisait darîutess et te iiîeiiîory-lîauîited MlanierLina. The ciang et
oulr teet mîpomi thto stoîta pavemuent. te grtîting et te iran ingea, tae
iioiina reî'crberattios, tite. tablets hlaitlest in tae uidst et n funirteon
glots. Lita motenîct aver dtse asies et te daad arcititect-tun aword,
tii1 te surronuidimîga bespoke Lthe presemice et Lite departeil. Yauder,
tit a %vood-tnenssed vnult, teo aid tilan poinittd eut ta inr te îîusty me-
varda ut iuny lustrututs. Lenviuig uta tae catîdie, and tellinig me titat
1 wotild find mnty mtarble semba upon te s'des ot te grat pihînra
nway doivti tn te gluonsi, bie trned, anîd retraced lus stops upward
and outvvard.

As seait as the irait deer claaed anîd tae footinli died avvny 1 took
omit passe' and paper and prepare.] ta dive inta te secrets et tae past.
I supposcd tat îîy candbe wouild, hast about auit hur; antd 1 cobculated
ttit mît huit an heur I could tatia sufficient notcs for ue article, and

titan I woubd copy saine of the inscriptions upoi te tombstones ha-
tare returîîîîg ta tae office. lis disturbinghtitose ycllow volunmes 1
tait like WVilhiamtt of Dalornine Mîiten robbing t e tomb et Michael Scott
La carry off Isis v'olumîe et %viard tore. Staniding,~ as it iveru tîpon Lite
grava af 1880. and lookiîîg dowiî iLe iLs daptits, I seenîed te sommait
up Lite shtndowy taris thtat peepicd Lime bygone, and, lo i at taI muai-.
date a soeinti procesioti pîîssedl baeora îîîy vision. Thli Monttreat ot
to.dny disaprad Lte pauple iit tluronged iLs streets ivitit lite antd
nitose vanisltad for n spaca, and I bived and spokie and îiîoved mitb tue
past. Preintîs whio liîd cnrredl tae lglit et Ciîristianity amongat
mvnga trites. otiters wlto liad preccied Chtrist frein te pmîbpit, in
te citrai above ; itn et liberai professions, wiîo beheld te ini-

taîtcy et tae city; scionis of tamnilies wvit rocked tha country'a
cradie: tlîey of te aid ,reqii,', tiay aiso et te new ; some whit ivere
stîatclied nwny iin tise dawt et liglit, otera iviiea sunt lid zeaeitaed iLs
ntiddnsy glory. anîd inany wiiose years wero lontg and plentiful iii te
land ; a taov %vîeso naies died wi.h tent; a nmnber witose moetries
tira greent, antd vili reaîtn &e, aven ns Lita pines on the moeuntains-
tut teso aspretrea soenied tu cînerge tram te eblivioti ot ta sepuicire
and repeople taescenes ef t'aeir onîce busy lite.

lutter spettditg tîtlly trceaquarters et ait heour in thte woodeit, shed.
ile structure, I ciosci te book, ta- up my half-spent candile, and

n'ont forth îîtote L abyrttîth ot damkness. My stops were first
arrested by saune deptesimîs et tae soit; it seemned as tîtougit I ivaro

%valking over graves wvhoso occupants hall inouldored away, and loft
iîoliew spacos Ny'bcro tlioir bodies once uphold tsa ear1h. 'cira
tablot of wite marbio, %vitit its deep, black lettera, tells tat ot. te
2sid of Viebrîtary, 18,90, James O*Doiiiieli, 'irciiteet, wva5 ters ilid tu
rest. 1 paused ta eopy LOte inscription. Sorne objout, aiitail, swift and
dark, sit pttst site antd tiistppeared in the deop) gloti beyotid ; iL
iniglit have been a bat or rat, or agnin ouly a sitadow.

On 1 tnoved freont grave tu grave, freirn pilitir to piliar-Lt floor eof
Vite chutrci twenty odd feet aboya îny acad, jîtîpîtîttrabie a luhs ou1 adi
aides ; flot a sound suvo tat otr my oit etepa, ttty ovvii breattisitg, tao
fliakering of îny candie, or peritaps tfile îtcîit of my panai! uipon
te panper. for lial it nitr 1 ranibled about, taking notes and becottt'

itîg dePp1yý iîtcrestcd inin y task, aflticipatiîtg iny first, article ait( its
affects, cttjoyitig tae tituglits of my neiovy acquirsLd weulth af infoarma.
Liait. Howovcr, un caudie, nowv reduced Luo wsthIîn ni iltci uftFLe
sooket, wartîed mie Oinst it wvns titne ta be guiîtg, and iny watei tld
nie titat it wvas itaif-past four o'ciock. At once I remnbcared tlhsL I
liait an appointutaent nt te office for fivc. One by one tse spectres et
te past sank btu'k into te coid, duli siuiniber ar a quas~i oblivio.t ; and

tny mnissionin du ite citanibers of te dead being over, I tîîriied awa%'
leaving te dlay Le kecp Oste clay."
My Laper burited dîiiy, and tite sîtbterranai dampiiess homeu

more andi mare oppressive, 1 took a last glance tilong te sombre
corridors and beiteath tae arcited vituits, antd teon Lurtied toward te
trait (bar, trougit whiicli ne ray of lighit coutl oer ýoinetrato. I
îtîoved Loward teo outrtance watit a feeling bordering aoi relief. I an-
Lîeipated, wîtiî a peemliar sensation et joy, Cieo transition front uter
glooni and silence into dîmyliglit and noise The procession of te
dead was about Le vaist, and ini a few moments, witlt ny Litîtdio et
seLretg, 1 would emierge into Lite bîîsy street, iviti te ebb anîd fiow et
a grat îverld's htumnais tido wouid surge arotind me. I reacied te
door, and %vas aboutt La bli o ut my candie %wheî 1 reinembored ist
beyond that door terca was a long anid dtirk passa-e, whliclî was as
gieamy ns te vîmuits wishin. *I placed my pencil 0caretuily in one
pocket. mny paper-pad ini atrether. Looking back, 1 saw itat te
wvoodeîî dnor et the cabiti-liko structure, whiere te archives were de-
posited, was cie, od. I Loak te big brasa lIamtdie of Lite trait poertai in
tny left itatd. 1 lited te littnst expirin- candie in zny rigbt ; 1 gave
unte strong pull at te potîdareua doar -iL inoved net i Thtrice and
four imes 1 Lugged-ail it vait : ite deer was locked. 'lita aid
gîtardiami, abseî».înindediy, hall Lurned the key, as was luis custeom,
and left me tlîere-b,riel juiîdcr Xo'ure Danse 1

roir a moment I was su astonisied, se bewiidered, se perpiexed,
Oitnt I comiid not aven hiîtl: but once Lite fir8t, surprise ever, and ivitit
tite renlizatioti of my situtatiotn graduaily dawiîîg tipon mie, my
toitgltts becaîne se conf'use(] titat mv brain seemed te wh>rI andtvitirl

ii te confiicting currenta of santie mental maelstrom. ýSuddeniy 1
was breugit tu Lo nsenses by te fittul flickering of te expiring candie.
I i<tew that tu about was useless; 1 kmîew thast Le ktioèk or kick or tug
at thte door wouid be a inera waste et energy ; for a cannon sitot ceuid
net break iromîgi t Lise triPle shtoots et iron. I lknew 1 int teua los iy-
self amtdst te pillars, passaiges, antd catecombs et Lite immeiàse ceilar
would be nîy fate were 1 te stir away front te etîtrance. 1 lisne% that
in Lthe wricoden structur-, b)uit te preserve the book~s front daiuffiess,
1 îvouid find it e mest coittortablo and secure spot. I kîtew tilt titese
titinga, and yet I could nos net, pur couid 1 evercome un alino8t irre-
sistibie inclination tu ziîout and kick and rii about, and do seînaing
desperate.

Mly dying taper warned me that 1 liad net a moment to spare if 1
desired Le reacli, witiî any degrea et certainty, the arcitiva*vauit.
Gîving away tu a certain indescrtbablo nerveus energy, 1 bounded, ile
a dear, across te firat amnd second rows ef grave8, iit between Lwo et
Lite giatit columîts, and up the three steps leadirtg into te %vood con-
stiucted aruartment. As I ettercd the iow door, the cand[ç% w'eît out
nnd actuniiy '1 left te world in dnrkiless and te ina." The smiall
bûckles chair wltercon 1 sat wviile Laking my notes lits itour betare,
wds easiiy teunid, and, ns exlîausted ns if I ltad run a mile race under
a scorciîing sun, I sat tue down to celleet mny titougits, cnîmn tny
nerves, and study, if possible, the p.ros and cons3 ot my unetiviabte
situation.

Aloue %'it thLie dead ! The darîtiess around me seemed ta bacaoi
grallnn)ly more and more dehse ; 1 titeuglit it %vas grewing pallabla.
1<nleidosdoptc visions danced and %vLirled, in fantitetie irrogîtlarity ba-
fore niy oves. IL was Italf-past four o'ciock wlien I lat looked at my
wNatcit ; I btad tiot cvett a nntclit; I could net Fe the Lime, but 1
couid itetii-ol, ltew distinctiY I-Lthe regular Lick, Lick, et Lite cire-
tiomatùr. Atter a space-it niight bave bepen lire minutes, or an iteur,
or aven tîvo heurs-- felt a pectilar caimneas cot.ing ovt r me. As
yat I lid ne sense et fear: iL was more a mixtuLîre of surprise and
di.3appoiîitment tat oppressea me. I did no& aveu think that 1 coula
possibly ha overcottie wvthi fear : still I itad peritapa many heours lie.
fore me-heurs et torture, anxiety-nlternate hopes and disappoint.
mnonts ; heurs ef untold inisry ; heurs-oh, te thouglit for once
flaslied across my mind 1-ot itunger. thirat, coid, siekuesa, lotltargy
and possibly. possibly deatb i No; 1 ivas ns yet ixorally brave ; I fait
certain that te manient I 81lowed fear Lo take possession et me I
might abandon hope.

Dec. 9, 1892


