
q'1 lle CATIlOiOC \V* PCIvfEVIEWO t18.H>.

FAIlliAt MATIIEW: 1118 LIIE ANI) iLESSONS.

UN ()ctober il>, 1890, tho whoie Eîgihseiigworîd
lillitedl ini eonmneinîoratiîîg the birh (of te 11ev. 'I'Jîobald

Maithiewv, t he iret tpostie of' total abstintence, amId une of 0wt
grcaitesv hellefieturs of te limtit race.

IL is bard for uis, lit tti 1)reseuL day, witen te V)Irtte or
Lotal abstinence is field in ii-,igh honotr, antd total tibst-itencee
associationsa tiuo'risil wviitin imil witîot.it e ('iîrch, illtti
publice opinion teats liardl on the drîn;nd Lumîierstaild

liow d1illclretît te worid wvas in titi.; respect witen 1"atler
Matiîew %Vas borit ilito iL, aînd wilenl mlore titain liaif a cet)-
ttiry ago lie c0ttsQ'ratedI hinser Lu [lis i leaven.appointed

Lopffiar cotitettni;ctttry fiction i.- ordiîîarily a very Iaititfül
reflex of' social etistoit anîd senttimnent. 'llie noveis pîîblisited
in te Engl.,ishl litlge ditring the lirst sixty years of the

presetit cettry literatiiy reet; with Iteer and b>randy.
Drunkiheottesa is iînereiy 'ut1 ainiable xveakiless, eiiiniently ho.

Cotiin.g a dgentletiîatt ; antii, ont the otîter side, Lholngh te
proposition is îardtly fot'uînîlatetl, one cantot lieil feeling
titat total abstinence is at parstuttoniuuis and poor.spirited
virtlue.

Soine Lhet'e are. howcver, wVI.o need not te iid of Stern
statistics, or te relie\ of past popullar sentiment trouit
te novelists, to recail te figltfiil 1)rev'aieice of dIriunkeni-

ncess ini Englaîîd, ireitund(, amti Atuerica fouir or five deocades

Let uis btieliy recapititîte te flfe of Father Matliew, t e
niodert St. (;eorge, who diti nuL fear tutgtsîîl.ad
te lîytlrat-lie.ted d1ragon of dirtinkeiiiîess lit te dayi of iLs

lustiest streng(th ; and Whto, if lite did not destrov iL, lit ieast
deait iL blows frot witich it Itas nover fully rccover.ed. audi
diininisited iLs powver for ovii for ail inte.

Theobald Mathiew %vas born lit iThoînastown, Counity
Iikeitty, Ire., Oct. 10, 17190. Ife was of il sweeu. and win-

il:g ipoiioi unest 'etwtrous, inicapable Of a revenge-
fui thoitIt, atîti intense iii Iis affections.

Ilù early slmowed a vocation Lu te priesthood, anti after a
carefitil Course (if stiffy, largeiy titille te dlirection of te
11ev. Celestîne Curcoruti, of Dunblin, was orciaitied a priest of
tue Caî:icii Order, iii 1814, by Arclibisht)p Mutrray. For
over twetîty y'ears lie devoted Iiintself ta te severest pastoral
duity, Citielly ii Lite City of Cork. Ife was umot ut Miat Lînie a
reiiiiirkabie orator, a;td yet Lucre mvus a citartî about btit
wiîiei ueffl immnense audience-, of every coîvlitioîî for as8

lontg as lie chose La kieep Oiet. Ife was a rciiarka.blv mvei]-
Imilt, lIa:tdsomnle tuait, it 15 trim, vitlh a wond(erftil siture of
wiîat we Cali persital niagtîetisi ; but iL wvas te sweetniess

of spirit, te absolute sincerity, wvhiciî shlone in Ilis beamitil
cyes ant i ang titrougi lus volte, whichi drew nien's hearts.

l)espite te buttcriiess of existing religions prejudlices, lie
was aluîîost as itîtiettal aînong Protestants ais aînong

Catltolics. Ilis lieroic labours ailloli te pliuîgîe-sLnielien of
every forim of belic.f, duriing te cltolera-epideinic of 1832,
itad tiiuelito (I o witiî titis. lie wvas a great advocate of
popular edutcatioti, anid fouîmdled seltools for te pour anmd
varions I iterary itîstitations. Ilis pastoral labours revealedl
une fiact Lu liiniii inciourest lighit-ttut over-iiîîduîigente in
iîtoxicating dristiks wvas a cancer ii te very ieart of te
people's lifé. As eariy as 18,a total abstintence tuevetutent
liad been begtn iu te Southt of Irciamd by the 11ev. Nicitolas
DItulscomblle, a Cliturci of England clergyian. te 11ev.
Riichard l)uwdeît a Uttitarian, and Wiliain Martin, a met-
ber of the Soziety of Friu±îmds. l'le iast-î;umed was te
leatinîg soirit of thte tuovetuent ; and lie iL ;vas whlo iîîdîiced
Fatîter .ltewto sitgu te total abstinenuce piedge lit a
publiecimeetingë ili Curh, on April 1(t, 1838, aîîd Lo proinise
Lite mnovetîltt te ful force of his influentce andi syinpathy.
i't3s %vas te birthiday of tut, total abstinentce niovenituît.

Let A-cliiisliol- Ireianud, te Father Miatlicw of omîr own
tinte, describe it. We qisote frot lits great atricle ii te
October c"IllioeIi lirol.b:-

'VTe story lias been olten toid, but iL is ever wortity of
repctttiotî. lie itad gatitered arutnd flint iii Itis ltumbe
sciool-roolit a group of frictîds. lie spoke Lu temît of te
cvils wroîîgt by intetiperancc. 4 Inideed,' lie d<*d'if

otmiy onec pour soul conld bc resciueul front dest.rtictioît by
wh'itt We aire ttow ilttelltîpLîtng, iL %voîldi give giory ta ;loti,
ati be well w~oril ail the trotible WC Collid LukeC. No pet*so>

in IitLis lias llny ileed of ilitoxielittin' tritiks. MIy lletr
fî'ieiluds. yoit lt itot rq th iein, itor dIo i reqtîire tiest-
tîcitiit'di (I îaie tlliit. A fter utit t'elrileetiii oit tim, suit).

*îect. 1 btave eanttîtLite eumîvictiott tlhat titere is no lteccssilîv
t'or te lise of' Litem yw1tl i M'ou I heaibth ; atul 1 utdviFe
yent ali tu foiloiw îîîy exzautt!e. 1 vil i be te fi rst Lu sigîl tîty
tite ont Lite book0 wilîii is oit tilt tble. anîd 1I hope wV simaili
soont have iL lit.' FaLiier Mathlew Miten apptoacictl the
table alltd, tut;il.g te peu, saiti 'i lere gues, il te iaitte of
GOtiI 1,anui silgîteil as Iiliows: Ilevil. Tlieobal(I Mtbew,

C. C.. Cove Stti'eI., No. iU
iCuve street, No. I ! lrc years ugo, guidled by te

esteelite'l l3isitup OC Cutik, Doctor O'atgiai turteul

hltl iipeiied itte out a Certain dlay, wtil 1 miii evet' rechion
atnloli te ha~ppiesL of îîîv life, ta 1-epeat, it caitestiless

whieiici îsb ecase oniy oit te grave':; bnittk, Lite mvords of
Fatiler Matitew :-Ilere gues, ini te utatîte of GOd ! ' I
mvîsited kv te clusest cotactt itit te selles attîsid wlticit lite
litci liveti Io freshiten iîî îy souf tîty resoiîitiout anid gtainî new
strengbt for ut.''

FaLter 'Malttiem, as reve:îleil Lu ns unt titaL îîîeîorablo
damv,'' conîtinutes Arclîbisitep Irelatui, '* Was a mulait of sitîgilatr
cotititge." ''Tis is te more evdetît lis WC' recail tit ite
hald Lu Coîîteild nuL oily agailisL deep.seated evil ciîttuînl-
anud titis mvîtl a retnetly titîutstial atîd ittppuar-bttt eventi L
set lititseif against le btisiness iîîterests of kintlreti anti
frietlis. Wmho %wete ettgaged iiib'n n anîd distiliuîg.

it lu diii îlot sltrink frot isoititioil. Ife mvas Loo sutre of
i inîssiwn, aiffdLou Wveil convitîceu titat i<; advocating iL,

itis examtple situîthd pave te way for lits preaceiitg.
lie beganii ]lis entîsad(e iii Cork. 'llie peuple flo.jked Lo itis

sertîtots atîti tooi te plelige in tiîousands, Héê mveît frot
enut Lendii of Iretand, antd witli eqimal success. IHo revoiiî-
tiotmizeti te face cf tite country. lt naîty plates, public-.
lieuses aîîd distilleries htall Lu close for deartit cf patronage.
Tetuperutice lialls weî'e opetteti. 'lThe piedlged total ab-
stainers of Ireianii mumbered several iiotîs. The a-tinnal
cotstitmptioîî of spirits droppet it Ireiatd froin 12,295,000
iruilons iii 1839 Lo i,.185,443 it 1842; ani te miumber cf
persauns commnitteil Lu jail frontm 12,049 Lu 9,875.

Oit Mat'cl 28, 1842, luis mvorli receivedI a treiendlous
ittipetts. Damiel O'Coutillil, tet Lord 'Mavor of Diblin,
plibliuly Look Lime plcdge freint FaLer Matiuew.

Fati:er Mathiew's %verk mvs for Ihmmmiaity. lie piedged
600,000 iii Eimgiand auîd Scotamd.

IJ2ii camte te Irish famtîille of 18-17-48, and lie devutedl ail
lus enerizies Lu te temupor'al aîîd spiritual relief cf )lis striokemi

Ilîs rigo,,rouis fasting dtiritîg tue Lent of 1848 brong-lit about
ait alarmnittg attack of p.tr.iysis.

,No soutier mvas lie partîaiiy recovered, Litain lie set ont for
Aliterica, wvlere lie travelled thrunigit Lwenty-five States ammd
gave Ltme piedge Lu lituîdreds of tlmousands, Protestants as
w-cil as CaLisolics.

lie caime Lu Bouston, .July 22, 1849, aîîd htall a public
reception, net silice ex:eedlediii mnanitnity cf admiration and
enthusiasun. iventy tiionsaiid p)eople atteuded te public

nmleetimig oit Bostotn Comin that evening, Gevernor l3rigg
Ma3or Big-elowv and FaLlier Taylor, cf tite l3apList 3etei.
beilig amnong te nmotable figures. lie hll a receptiomi ut
Fatil liaJil oit Juiy 25, ut mlticli flou. .Jusiali Quiticy, Jr.,

presuded. Fatiter \alir.%v gave tue pledge Lu 35,000 peuple
t Boston aloite, atnd ta iinatiy more in te neiglibonring citmes

attîl Lowius. Ife fouinded nutinerons total abstineniffle urgalni-
zations, Lime uîtiy cite of whiich nomv ii existenîce and Con-
iiected witi, the Arcldiecesan Union of Biosten is te Fatiter
MýatlIew Total Abstinence Society cf East Camnbridge. On
Sept. 3, 1849, FaLlier Matltew gave te pledge te 1.000
peuple in oid St. Johin's, E. Canmbridge, anîd on Decembor

.25, foilomvilig, te soeiety above-mixed was urganized. Four
of tlîe chmarter nieinbers arc stili alive, ammd have k'ept te
pledge, wiîici they toohk ut te great Lemperance apostio's

oet. 18,


