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Lenten Pastorals.

Sy

PASTORAL OF THE ARCHBISHOP OF TORONTO.

Iroy the Lenten Pastoral issued by Archbishop Walsh of
Toronta, we muke the following extracts

And in this connection let s exhort you, dearly beloved
brethron, to pracuce the virtue of temperanee, and to nvoud
and to detest the sn of drunkenness, whicl s opposed to it.
T'his fonrful sin of drankenness sprends its ravages all around,
and like  deadly plague brings zorrow, desolation snd death
into numberless llullullvn. It brings a curse upon all who
are guilty of it; it muculates and defaces the imnge of God
stumped upon oursonls , 1t dethrones reason and reduces man
10 the level of the brute creation; it darkens the intellect,
wenkens the will, blunts the conscicnce, and smoothes the
way to an umpemtent deatl,  Ie squunders the savings of
years of tail ; it plunges multitudes in msery and want and
gorrow ; 1 wastes the energies of the mind and the body;
shatters the constitution, drags s vietitus® bodies into a pre-
mature and dishonoured grave, and casts their souls mto the
overlusting flumes of hell. )

(, dearly beloved brethireu, let us conjuce you to shun this
gigantic evil which deluges the world with a tide of mseries,
wineh 18 8o offensive to GGod, and so destructive of our happi-
ness both here and hereafter,

Lot us agnin most enrnestly request both priests and people
to do all i thur power to protote the cause of Cathohe edu-
eation, to render the Catholic schouls us eflicient as possible,
and to seo that, besudes a sound sveulur edueation, religious
instruction bo regularly and efliciently nnparted theroin.  An
awfu] responsinlity rests on the souls of buth pastor and
people i thnis matter.  If any of the httle ones of Clrist
should bo lost to God and the Church by the crumnal neglect
ang indolenco of those who have charge of them, the bleod
of these lost children will be required at their hands by the
Supreme Judge.  Lhe law estabhishing the Separate School
systom is indeed most defective, yet if our people be unan-
imous and generous in support of Catholic scheols, as we
know they are and will conuinue to be, it ean be made the
source of untold blessings to the children of this diocese.
And here let us remind the Trustees of the Catholic Schools,
that they should never employ a teacher without the ex-
press approval of the DPastor, as he is tho legitimate
guardian of tho schools m their moral and religious as-

pects.

Our clergy should also encourage their peoplo to tuke well.
conducted Catholic newspapers.  As it is, numbers of families
take cheap wecekly newspapers, which, whilst they do not
contain a single friendly word towards the Catholic Church,
are stufled with gushing accounts of ** tea-meetings,” ** so-
cials.” « Bible meetings,” ¢t hoe genvs vmne. By the perusal
of such papers some lose the very language of Catholicism,
and adopt that of the conventicle.  Thus you will hear some
people say that they are going to ** prayers™ or to **meet-
ing,” when they mean that they are going to assist at the
holy snerifice of the Mass.  Itis easy to ste what injury all
thig 1s caleulated to infhict, for inaceuracy of language m such
matters logically begeta a confusion and inaccuracy of ideas,
and destroys the cotreet uotions wineh should be entertained
of Cathalic doctrines,  Our people, we repeat, should take
good Catholic newspapers which will bring them mito moro
direct relationship with the Catholic world, which avill tell
them what ther brethren m thns and other lands are doing
for the trinmph of truth and the promotion of Cathelic in-
tererts, and will thus make them take a hively interest i the
work and labours and trmls of the world-wide Church of
which they are members, and which, m fine, will take them
081t welo out of thar isolation and gohtudo n the remote
townships and back-woods of the country, and muke them
pavtake of the great current of Cathohe hfe.  The Catholie
press bas a great and glenious nussion to fulfil in this country
and it shonld be enconraged and fostered by all who have the
sacred interests of the Chureh at heart.™

PASTORAL OF ARCHBISHOP O'BRIEN OF BALIFAX.

Tug following passages are from tho Lenten Pastoral of the
Archbishop of Huhfax :

Theso primary truths of our Holy Religion to-day, more
than ever, need to bo clearly set forth for the world,  Owing
o our mode of hife, and our muny comforts and conveniences,
a great shrinking from physical puin has been developed.
Supernatural charity may not abound; but a readiness to
allevinte pain, and to relieve distress 18 very general; and
no one delights m inthicting bodily torment on his neighbour.

The advance of matenrial science, tho many discomforts 1t
huas removed, und the sensiiveness to pnin thus developed,
have produced various cffects.

The unthinking, and the class of idle pleasure-seokers have,
unconsctously, perhups, come to the conclusion that the road
to heaven has also been made easy and pleasant, 1If they
can now ghde swiftly in a sleeping car over tracts of country
through which their futhers slowly lumbered along in jolting
wagons, why should they not huve an easier rond to heaven
than that of duty, self-restraint, and irksome obedience to
God's law 2 In their selfish cflinmnuney they delude them.
gelves with the iden that notlung disagreeable should be
rcquired of them by their Creator.  Lhey forget that they ure
running in the race, and that those who strive for even a
corruptible crown restrain their passions, Thoy forget, in a
word, they are here ou trial, and hive as if life he!d no duties,
and exacted no sacrificos.

Others agam, recognizing that life is a time of probation,
but not grasping the grand truths of our Holy Church, seek
to estublish a future place, or time, of trial for those to whom,
as they assert, a suflicient opportunity had not been afforded
during hfe. This is called * Progressive Orthodoxy,” and is
not to bo confounded with the Catholic doctrine of Purgatory.

Yot others there nro, and for them us for thoe class just
mentioned, we have sincere sympathy in their efforts to free
themsclves from the fatalistic chains of Calvinism, who are
endeavouring to eliminate the hursh errors from their ¢ Con.
fession of Faith.” Whilst we sympathize with them in their
struggles for the freedom wherowith Christ has made us freo,
let us pray they may understand that a Confession of Faith
which needs revision cannot be God's message to our race,
otherwiso revision would be rank impioty and treason to the
Almighty. It can only then be n device of man, and as such
can be no guido on the road to heaven. To us who enjoy the
light of divine I'mth, whose creed develops, indeed, on the
samo lines, and in the same nature, even as a human body
waxes stronger and more symmetrical, but which can never be
revised or changed, being God's own word, it seems strange
that earnest men cannot recognise this, to us, so apparent a
conclusion.

1t is because men do not know the truths of our religion
that they are restless in mind, ** tossed about by every wind
of doetrine,” sceptical, or downright unbelievers. So many
generous souls and Inghly cultured intelleets, havo known
from childhood no higher form of worship than the cold
formalities and judsical observances of Calvinism and its
kindred sects, and no moro noble presentation of dogmatic
truth than the dreary fatalism of their creeds, that it is only
natural their hearts should be dissatisfied and their intelligence
filled with wnrest. It is only nawral, too, that heaving the
incounsistencics and sensationalism of so-called teachers of
religion, they should gradually lose all respect for a revelation
that was presented to them in such a contradiectory guise.
Their intelligonce c¢nables them to see the fallacy of such
teaching, and knowing nathing of Catholic truth they would
easily enough conclude that God had not spoken,—perhaps
even thero was no God to speak.

1t behooves us then to endeavour to lead men to the truth
by word and example. The never-changing creed of the
Catholic Church, uunderstood by the light of Faith, consoles
the hieart, satisfies the intellect, vindicates God’s merey whilst
upholding His justice, and fills tho soul with peace and hope.
It proclaims man a freo and responsible agens, created by God
for everlasting happiness if he uso aright the graces received.




