Jasvany 21, 1873.]

THE VOLUNTEER REVYIEW.

of the cumpajgn was jought today, byt with'
auch L-(implo o _chango of pqsiti_o?x on the'
part of the vival armies, and with tosults nd.
mitting of so inany different iqter‘prelnhiods‘]
Ly staft' officers and umpires, thit T fee)
wholly nt 2 loss to offor any nuthorita(ive
« xposition or summing up of theday's opo

rations, and shall nccordinglly contine my-
«olf to n gtatement of what I netually saw,
Kuowling that the umpires, foreign officers,
&e., wore to rendezvous nt the Long Barrow
Cross Itoads, tho junction of the Salisbury
and Amesbury crass roads, I proceeded (o
the ** Dfuid’s Tend,” a point about a tnile
noarer 16 Salisbury., and of somwo consg-
qaeneo Jocally froin the fact that Me. \Voos

tord, of sporting fame, has his traiging
stabled heve. The Druld's Iead lies as
uearly 3 possible midway betweon tho po-
aitions occupled by tho iival cimps list
uight, nnd ns the exact intontions of the
rival commnanders are not allowed to tran-
pire, and the printing even of ¢ contidentisl

memoranda ’ has heen abandoned, through
fear of a surplus copy gettingastray, n cen-
tral position taken up before e commence-
ment of hostilities has its undoubted ad-
vantages: for nndoratanding what follows,
Early as Ithonght 1 was on the field, flag
signallers werd alrendy on the alert, nnd
light cavalry were sweeping round in the
distance, trying to make out the plans and
Jispositions of the enemy. The sort of in

stinct that is acquired after-some familiarity
with autumn manceuvres led mo pralty
straight to theinfantry columns,but r glanco
showed that the usual orde~ of procseding
had been inverfed. Sie &, Horsford's Di.
vizion, which hus hitherto executed most of
tho long marclies, was on its way indoed,
but the second Division under General
Brownrigg, had left -camp earlier, and was
now some miles in advaace. The direction
taken by tho columus was puzzling. Hither-
tom all the engagemeonts the efforts of the
Sovthern Arniy, ps the invading force, had
been to:minreh northwards, with the ultimate
object «f wheeling to the right and so mak:
wg ool thaw way to London. They now,
quitting thew camp of tho uight beforo at
Berwick St.James, marched, as nearly as
possible, south orsouth east. Some light;
trowover, was thrownupon. their intentions.
by the detaching of .some infantry batta.
hons with half & dozen guns across the plain
o bold a strong position on their left at
Box Hill, an emineuce with a clump of trees
upon {t, from which it takes its name, As
scon as the Box Iill is occupied, it become
tho point by which;the force guided its march.
tiaving gono to the south or south east suf

ficicotly far 1o reach a deop winding valley
leading dowa towards the Avon, Sir A.Hors-
ford, following in the footsteps of Geneéral

Biownrigg, turned duoe east and mado 4 pre-

parations forcrossing the Ayon at Woodford.
t)ince across the river and in possession of
thestrong chainof hills lying to the nortliand
north east of the village of Woodford,. the
Southern Araty would be on its way to Lop-
don, and would have alipped, s0 to s “gaﬂ,

out of tho hands of the Northern Army.
which had been confronting it the 'nighz"be-
fore, between Stonehenge and A nesbury,
The valley through which the column
marcbed was long and winding, and thus
protected fronr the enfilading fire of artillery
but there were some lang stretches of ground
whero the Northern guas, had they known
what was going on, would have delighted to
play. Fustin order came the Riflo Bagade,
aith a supporting force of artillery, and the
puntoen bridges of theEngineer train 5 then
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the Brigade of Guards, followed by the
wagons. forges, and led horses of the Ea
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mneors; and after them thesoveral infuntry
!l_altd}lqu#,é%mpqzlnftt;o‘ ivisiondbtling the
\'nllldy irithrlided nnd patchies of green and
oy'sititl fed. In all, tHo Ist Division alone
‘could not have covordd less than a mile
from front to rear: probably it exceeded
that length, us suﬂlc?em distanco was ob:
served to enable the battnlions to halt,
wheal'upon to the hrow of tho hill aver
looking the vnllef ond comio into action In
cise of noel. o march of tha column
was ateadily directed -upon Wood{ord—that
is to say, the Woodford to which the bridge
fieross tho niver Avon belongs; for accord-

s 3
“ing t6 what seems the iuovﬁﬂ’bld tendoney

In this part of the-country, there ate threo
Woodfords ~Upper,SLower, nnd Middle or
Church Woodford.  And [ bolieve 1t is a
maot po:nt at this moment among Eagmeer
ofticers whether thie bridge nctually
croased properly belongs to =ffy of tho
Wooufords, an 1 ought not to lie lnid town
as that ofUreat Durnford.

*While the column was thus upon its
march, heavy firing was going on upon the
left, but as this was supposod and asserted
to ba according to programme, no notice
wig taken of the marching division, ‘Lhe
Northern Avmy, having made good use of
itg artillery,yestenlay,began again early this
moraing, At tirst they wore really firing
only at the pickets and outposts of the South
ern Light Cavalry, but having driven theso
in thoy made up thewr mindsapparently that
Box Hill was the key to the Southern pos:-
tion, and determined to assault it. at all
hazavds.  To reality, it was held only biv the
weak brigade detuched from Sir A. HHos.
ford’s left, arded by & small detachinent of
Light§Cavalry. But the Northern Avmy evi
dently thought they had a strong force to
deal with, for they advanced tn the attick
with no loss than seven brigades of infantry.
Bax Hill was gatlantly held for some time,
but in tho face of & line thus extended,
there was ultimately n»thing to be done but
to withdraw to the ridge, amile or 80 behind
which was the bill projecting oune side of the

“valloy through which Sir A Horsford's force

was still on its march. A retrograde move.
ment was furthor manifested by the fact that
Marshail's Life Guards:were to be seen in tho
extreme distance, making a defour,as was af-
terwards ascertained, of fully nine miles to
get in rear of the Solithern lines. The 16Lh
regiment and theRifles docordingly fell back
but in: beautifulorder, occupying n succes-
sion of positions, :out of which they never
eould have becn driven, save by overwhelm.
ing forco, and from which, even as it was
they must in real war have inflicted heavy
losses upon the enemy. The small detach:

ment of the Tth Hussars helped them as

long as was possiblo ; but when at last they
had to retreat and cross to the opposite
bank of the river, it was most interesting to
seo how, at & mera tvave of tho officer's
sword the vedette's came in, drew together,

-and retreated in a formation that the enemy
- would have thought twice about attacking,

‘The Northern infadtry, however, marched

21 like tigera. Tho Southetn skirmishsrs de-

layed, but wero powerless to stop their ad.

-vance; and the last of &ir A. Horsford's

battalion bad fairly to cross the river at a
ran. Under cover of a hot fire kept up by
some of their comrades from the garden
walls and rears of some of the houses in.the

' village, most of the 16th succeeded in mak:

ing their escape. But the pursuit was too
hot to permis them all to escape, and the
Southern Engineers had to blow up the
bridge while some of their men were still on

 the opposite bank, This was the casenotably
y With the: Rifle Brigade, whoafter all their
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zealous exertions and hard fighung, were
abandoned unavoidably to their fato. The
line ol skirmishors in rear—about a quicter
of tho reigment—preparoed to soll thetr live s
dearly,and, from the poaition which they
occuped, nctually kept for some timo two
wholo rogimonts of the Northorn Armyin
ohack. Kut the Life Guards, after thoir long
and, a3 it seormoed up to this moment, pur.
poseleas ride, appeared on  their flink on a
still higher orest of the ridge, and rode
straight at them. The Rifles formed, not
‘in m}u'u-es. but ranks two or three deep en
echelon, g0 that tho horsemen as thoy ad
vanced. and suil more as ithes retreated.
would have raeceived the fire of the whol2
line The moment of their success, however,
wasg futal to the Rifles, for the umpires held
that being exposed to two dangers—trom
cavalry on the summit and lines of skirmis
bers inthe valloy—~the Wflas in forming
square to resist the Life Guards, made them
sclves into onsy marks fur the infanty firo.
They were accordingly ordered to retire, and
a3, in obelienco to this injunction, they
crosed the brow and prepared to decend,
they had the further mortification of seeing
their own comrades,aud supports of thesame
regiment, prisoners and strictly gusarded by
a large party ofthe Blues. ‘I'iventy minutes
were allowed for the ropair of the bridge,
butin what seemed, in the midst of the
stirring events jnst deseribed, a much
shorter time, the Northern Army were al-
lowed to cross the Avon, and advanceto the
attack of Sir John Michel's troops in their
new position, So far and no further,however,
was tho orderof theday. The Southern
Army was so posted that advance against
their artillery and infantry was hopeless.
and in theskirmishors near the rviver, it was
authoritatively stated that the Provisional
Battalion of Volunteers, and notably the
tio companies of ¢ the Inns of Coart.’ hid
distinguished themselves and rendered sub
stantial service. When the daily conclave
of generals and umpires was held, subse
quently this regiment was selected to guard
the enclosure within which the deliberations
were held.

¢ Up to this point, Thave described what
1 actually saw, as far as more fighting went
it scemed tome that the portion of the
Southern Army which was engaged iwas
uverwhelmed and in part captured by the
North. Ontheother hand, the chiafs of the
Southern Armyhold that thetr object, which
was not to fight, but to march round the
Northern Army, and so get niearer to Lonion
was absolutely accomplished, inasmuch as
General Brownrigg's Division actually reach:
o1l the Londop Road, while tho reargunrd,
under Sir A. Horsford, barred the way to
pursuit, The Southern artillery officers also
insist that the guns, both of Sir A. Hors-
ford's and General Browarigg's force some
thirty or forty in number, wero so placed
many of the movements executed by the
Northern Army across the river and likewise
the passage of the bridge would have heen
impossible. To these guns, however, firing
from somo distance, no attention seems to
have been paid. Thisisa wmatter which
will happen, for nothing is more difficult
than {6 tell, at a distance, in what direction
guas ave pointed. There is a puff of smoke
which the wind possilby throws back before
the reportis leard, and under such circum-
stances, not only is it impossible to tell thoe
dirtesion of the shos,but tho guna themselves
zmay be easily mistzken for those of the op
posite army. Sir R. Walpole’s army are
equally satisfied that they have succesded
in the object whieh they had in view, which
was to cut off the enemy from hisx haseof
supplies, and for this purpose to place




