12

——t 4 S - Ay et | Ademm— 4 - & -

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

{Jaruany 8, 1872,

wain at peace, and it wil require all the
patriotism woe have, to enable ug to liold our
own a fow years hence. But, fuirly consider
ed, the progress of tho last five yearsin the
organization of our National Army is full of
promise for tho future, and wo doubt not
thing the present year will sce such measures
of improvement ns {o satisfy the most exact
ing that as much as possible has been done
within a given time.  Let us hope, and per-
sovere, and let tho officers of the Forco real.
fzo fully that they aro tho officers of an
“Arwy "—not of a Militia and Volunteer
Force, in the usual acceptation of the words.

It may seem a trivial point to urge in this
connection, but va think that more impor-
tance should be attached to the, at least,
yoarly issue of a Canadian * Army List.” A
feeling of brotherly connecction, even where
personally unknown, as well as of pride in
the service to which they belong, is fostered
more than is generally thought, among men
who find their names associated year after
year in such a publicatior, but it should be
differently arranged to those hitherlo pub.
lished, and it would be a discredit to officers
if a proper and reliable List should full to
the ground for want of patronnge at a sufli
cient price.

Cueesepaniyo 8Y Tus GLADsTONE GOvERN-
MeN?.—The following extract from an Eng
lish religious newspaper, the Rock, furnishes
o brilliant examplo of cconomy as under-
stood by the Gladstone Government, the
slaves of the manufacturers, who (not the
aristoeracy) nre the real grinders of the fuces
of the British poor.

The “Royal Military Asylum,’”” Chelsen, is,
asig well known to Londoners, an institu
tion founded by the Duke of York, for the
education of 500 orphans of soldiers. It 1s
admirnbly conducted on military prineiples,
and is the ono thing th:* sheds a lustre on
the memory of tho somes. aat unscrupulous
commander-in-chief. About 50 per cent of
the pupils enter the army on the caxmpletion
of their term of scholarship:—-

“ Wishing to sce the boys at publio wor-
ship, wo went last Sundny to the School
Church—a very plain structure at the North
West corner of the grounds. A stained-
glass window over tho Communion Tuble s
the only particle of ornament it possesses.
‘The north gallery was occupied by the ser-
vants of the asylam, who looked quitesmart
in their scarlet gowns and blue ribLoned
bonrets, and the bright uniforms of the dnil
sergeants and other offlicers were conspicu-
ous in tho midst of the few civiliaus who
were present. At o few munutes before
eleven, the lively strains of the brass band
plsying a march were hieard in the distance,
and presently the little soldiers made their
appearance with the jaunly step imparted
by tho musie marking the progress to their
respective scats, We wera very much sur.
prised to find them dressed in short loose
coals of rough blue material, which detract-
ed very much from their usual picturesquo
appearance. We missed the littlered jack-
ots and thought the children looked more
like little sailors than soldiers. The red
Jackets are now only worn on dine days, the

-

cconomical arrangements of tho Govern.
went not having spared even thoso little
boys,  As some littlo xaving could be effect.
ed, appearances were disregarded.”

THE WOOLWICIH INFANT.

The trials of tho 35-ton gun to detormine
tha size of tho Lore and some other details
having passed tho preliminary stage, the

uestion nroso ns to the most suitablo car-
triago tpon which to mount it for naval pue-
poses, tho gun having bLeen especially de-
signed for tho armament of the new fron-
clads. Arrangements were thiereforo made
fo: the gun to ba fired on Thursday week at
the proof butts adjoining the Royal Arsennl
from n carringo constructed for if. M. 8.

.ship Decastation, armor-plated turret-ship,

and a platform evected for the purpose.
This carringo is massively buill of wrought.
iron plates, having one brackel considerably
longer than the other, as it is designed to
ut two 35-tons into each turret, and the
}ong bracket on one gun carringo will cor
respond {o the same ono on the opposite
side of tho other, so as tosuit the shupo of
the plaform upsn which the guns recoil.
Considerable c}mugcs have been mado in
the * saddla? and other apparatus for of-
fecting tho ‘muzle-.pivoting” arrange
ments. It was essential that tho saddle it
self, upon which the exntire weight of the
gun depends, should be constructed ing tho
strongest possible manner. As, lowever,
it was found impossible to forge so large a
mass in ono picce, the jaws of tlie satidle
and the trunnion blocks have been manu.
factured of cast steel. In the sides of the
brackets, and directly underncath the trun-
nions of the gun, are huge wrought iron
slots for the saddle to rest on. These are
removible at pleasuro after the weight of
the gun has been lifted off them, and
smaller ones can be inserted in their places,
thus lowering the axis of the trunnions,
The saddle itself is raised or lowered by an
hydraulic press immediately beneath its
centre. Another hydraulic press issituated
velow the rear of the brackets, which ele-
vates or depresses them, thus raising or
lowermg tho breech of the gun. Jlence it
will be scen that the axis ot trunnicns and
the breech of tho gun can he elevated or
depressed to any required :m*lg, while the
muzzle of the gun remains inthe same con-
sition. Tiis is tho¥peinciple of
e.pivoting,':gud through its agency
o w0 enablo to dispamee with the necessity
of haviug large port . Connected with
the rear xollers of the curringes are two ec.
centrics and an endless chain, by which the
brackels when clevated in rear are thrown
entirely upon the rollers, enabling the gun
tobe brought forwand after itsrecoil with the
greatest possible ease. Tho slopo of the
platform on board ship will be three dé-
grees. The carnage will be fitted with
Scoit's compressors o both brackels, in
order to check the recoil, which it is antici-
pated. will not exceed six_or eight feet,
This 13 a most cleverly contrived apparatus.
A stout bar of wrought iron in theshape ofa
horseshoe passes through tho base. 6f.1he
bracket and round the plstfoim . alide, -and
by means of a hand wheel and 'screw grips
tightly the compressor plates beneéath the
platform, For Thursday's experiments’tho
carringe was mounted vpon a steeply in-
clined wooden platform with iron * ways ™
Laving a Luffer of wood attached Leneath
which would come in contact with an enor-
mons block of timber connecling tho slides
at the summit of the platform in caso the
gun should attain that positionin its recoil.
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‘I'his pereattion, however, turncd out to Lo
quito unnccessary, for tho * Infunt ” in its
most violent struggtes did not get more
than 8 ft, up the inclined plane, which was
at an angle of 8 deyrees. A number of por-
sons were assombled to witness tho experi-
ments. Sir David Wood, the Commandant
of the Garrison, and all tho heads of depart-
ment In tho Arsenn), togother with many
othor officers holding various positious,
anxiously watched the progress of affairs.
The result of the firing was most satisluctory,
both as regardéd the behaviour of the gun
ond carriage. ‘The initial velocity of the
projectiles registered during the exnen
ments was exceedingly pgood, With 115,
of pebble powder (Wultham Abbey) 1:84
feet in one second was obtained, whilo with
1201b. of the same material tho Ligh figure
of 1322 was renched, being two feet in ad
vanco of any hitherto registered with this
powder. It has not been decided that the
calibre of the 35-ton gunis not to boincrens-
ed over the 12inches, the result of the seites
of esperiments, which terminated al.ut
threo weeks since, having been so entirely
satisfactory to the committee..—Broad r
rouw.

REPLY TO SIR CHARLES DILKE

The annual soirce of tho members of the
Mechanics’ Institution of Halifax, Englad,
was held on the 4th inst., i their hall which
was densely crowded.  The char was taken
by tha Hon. Robert Lowe, Chancellor of the
Exchequer. After tho reading of the repoit
and the distribution of certiticates to the
successful students, Mr, Towe delivered a
long address on * Primary Education’ em-
bracing referenco to current topics.  Reler-
ring to Sir Charles Dilke’s attack on 10y alty,
he said :

A member of Parliament, of whom 1 have
no desire to speak in terms of displeasure,
has seen fit in the excreise of lus duty 10
call tho attention of a public wneeting 1n the
north of England to the manner in which
the Government has dealt with the Civil
List to the Noyal Household, aud to the
private conduct of the Queen, I do not
deny, and shall not take upon mysell the
duty of censuring that gentlemnan for bring
ing forward such things. Itis a matter m
his own discretion and judgement, but 1t
happens that L am the person upon whom
it devolves to answer for the department
which administers the Civil List, and for my
self 1 shall throw mno obstacle in the way of
& most searching investigation to any mem-
ber of Parliament who may demand it inthe
proper manner, and to any mcmber of
Parliament who niny seem fit to bring it for-
ward in the proper quarter. The membu
Lhave referred to is one of whom I havesome
knowledge. I esteemed Limn as & man of
promising ahilitics and I think it a pity ke
did oot devold those abilities to what |
conceives detfer purpose. I may remarh
that I think his. éonduct deserves very se
verccensure.. Having formed th  opinion
he had—aund no doubt lic has formed them
consicenfiously—it was his Guty to rise the
questiol in a proper place.

. Of course it is easy 10 ceiue before an au-
dienca not versed in {he matters to he
brought before them, and to create cheeix
Ly reading over a list of the quaint oflice s
of the Royul household which lad Leen
handed down from reign to reign for centu
rics past, Itis very casy to mahe suung,
rash, and 1 will suy unfounded statemenns
Lefore an audienco in which no one was juc
pared to dispute the truth of thws stat

ments, or to make any reply. 1 subnut
that when such chargesare to he duliberate



