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Manywors far gons with consumption aad other lung troubles and
all showed the unmistakablo sigas of the famine. Thoy have on an
average about ten deatha every day.

On tho road both going and coming it was one long soro ory of
distresa—not always audible as many of thom havo reachod that
hopeloss condition that they havo ocaser’ t ory.

Wa met two little children, abandonwe] by their paronts, one
about three and tho othor possibly five ; by both looking Ob, so
old, with tho child.like expresaion goue, shook hoaded, naked, with
bodios and facos 8o dricd up and pinched and with the corners of
the oyes and mouth drawn down into doop seams.  They were whon
I firat saw them on tho roadway soratching among the dirt for a
atray grain of whoat, tho horso manuro was carefully turncd over to
soe if an undigosted grain might not be there—anything that could
satisfy the yoarning, grinding, achiog vold. Tho villsgers are cut-
ting tho geain in the flolds and usually all stravgers aro allowsd to
glean after the reapera ; bat this year none but the villago pevplo
are allowed to do this and 0 all that the strangors can got is that
which may fall on the roadway av tho grain is carried to the village,

A little further on was a mother with her infant in her arms,
crying very bitterly. Tho wee baby was trylng to get somo
nourishment from the dried up breast, both mother and child
reducod skelotons, As the weoe child lifled up its weary, sad, heavy
oyes to mo and as tho mother laid it at my feet and begged mo to
take it and 5o save ita lifo my beart bled for thom, A little further
on lay her husband dying with tho bad mouth discaso that accom-
panien the famine, and on the hill abovo us Iay their boy also dying
from pneumonis.

At ono point I gave out a banana to a poor woman suffering with
fover in addition to hunger. Greedily she took off the skins and
with her teoth scraped off all possible nourishment, then threw
them down on tho grouad. At once two woe boys acrsmbled for
these and the one getting them put them into his mouth and chewed
them over again. At Damioh when they wero feeding tho children
that had come to them, if a little of the boiled dal—like thick soup
—droppod on the ground at once it would be picked up and greedily
eaton,

At one point I saw & woman lying under a tree, stopped the
gati and asked her to coms over. At firat she seemed too dazed to
underatand but when I held up some pice sho mado an effort by
shufiling along to como to me. Such a picture of hopclessnezs and
distress picturcd on her every feature—apparontly about to die.
She could not be more than perhaps 20 or 25 at moat, but as in
aimost overy caso all the long hair had apparently dropped out and
thero was tho matted short bunch of bair in its place. She had
bosn eating some grass apparently aa sho was no longer ablo to
move about in search of the offal or dcopped grain of the roadway.

These are not excoptional casos but what one sces all tho way
along that weary road of 68 miles. Even yet I can hear the heart
piercing wail and seo tho pinched, sad oxpression and especially the
old, weary look of the children that so often me> me on the way.

At Damoh itself whilst out walking near the placo wo came
across tho skull and back bone of a man that bad ovidently died
only tho day beforo. Tho hyenas every night prowl about for all
who are dying or dead and leave their marka in tho crunched bones
and the skulls. Al over tho jungle are to be met these momorials
of the dread acourgo of the past thres years in that district, About
a week ago a man camo to the compound of the missionary; but as
ho seemed fairly well and did not ask any help tho missionaro told
him to go off. A day or two after ha saw some of hia boya standing
together as if interested in something and went over, to find to his
intenss sorrow the man he had turned away a short timo beforo.
On tho Sabbath when I was thore a woman came with her two sons
—eight or nino years old—and begged the missionary to take them
and 80 savo them from the terrible fate that now hung over horand
them. Aa thoy wero fairly strung he refused and on my pleading
he said we cannot poasitly take all that come and so wo must turn
thoso away that can possibly reach snd work in the Relief Camps.
He however said that it was to him a serious difficulty. In one
caso two boys wero brought, one woak and the other apparently
strong ; he turned off the strong one and took in tho weak one, but
he died a few days after belng taken in. In about a month the one
that was_formerly atrong returned and begged to be taken in as he
too was now too ill to atand the Reliof work. He took him in but
bo too diod abortly after. If he bad taken in the strong boy at firat
he might have saved his life.

At Indore we resolved after hearing the sppeals from these mis-
sionaries to take up some of tho children on our own reaponsibility.
20 in tho Boarding School for Girls and a aimilar number for the
College Homo and the congregation also resolved to take up 16 for
tho Induatrial Home of Mrs. Johory,r 2, 45inall. At Damoh Miss
Franklin brought before me first 40 boys who bad been eutirely
abandoned by their parents, acd said I do not know what to do

with thom if you can not take them in charge. They wero of all
ages from threo to porhaps twelvo, all bearing the unmistakable
marks of tho famine and all appealing so oarnestly for food and
protection—ospcoially tho poor weo fellow of about three or four
that I folt I could not leave thum. Muss Franklin then took ne
over to tho other side of the compound whero were about 50 moro
nearly all girls, who had gathered thero and been fcd Ly the mis,
slonarioa and Paudita Ramabal who is thero looking after the p:or
widows. Thoy had been sleeping outaide, wore almost naked, and

-again by theic distroas s0 strongly appealed to mo that I folt wo

must do what we could for them. Ono wee littlo girlio of threo
looked up so sadly to mo and begged for a littlo bread as I cameo
near. To think of onc so sad and so young without any mother's
lovo or fathor's care led mo to ask what can wo do? I waited till
the noxt day but at last decided wo must take doublo of the number
wo bad at frst planned for, and xo arranged to take 40 boys and 50
girls, oven though it wculd fuvolve a mounthly oxpendituro of sbout
Rs. 350 ; fsoling confidont that thore were many loving henrts that
would gladly join us in saving theso dear littlo hives for Jesus, I
felt that surely we will bo as zealous as tho bad womonrof this
country who aro to be found on tho outskirts of overy Reliof Camp
gathering up tho girls that are protty to train for tho horrid immora
lives thoy havo led. Children can be bought in numbers for twol
pico a head or a cent each. Wo however take nono but those
cntirely abandoned by their parents, and as far as poasible nouo who
aro strong onough to work in tho Relief Camps.

At first whown tho Children aro taken in thoy are very hard to
manage a8 thoy want more food than can be givon thum with
safely, aro very dirly, hopolesa and without any confidenco in you;
but this graduaily bresks dowa and in a fow months they bogio to
Iaugh—the firat sign that they bave got ovor the famino trounbles.

I am too tired to attempt anythiog tut & simplo etatement of
the facts as seen on that sad journey. Tho plegue does not scem
at all 8o terrible for we fec) that it is apparently ubproventablo
but in this terrible painfal alow death that is proventable ono feels
ospeoially moved $o ory to thoso able to givo to come to the rescuo,

I was prond of my doar Homeo-land to-day when I saw that
already it had raised $40,000. Well done Canada: but you wilj
yot do bettoz. [ to-day was also oheored to learn that somo kind
hearts had eent out $1,400 for the carrying on the work in oon,
neotion with tho Mission, Oar faith in tho Ohurca was not mis.
placed when we agreed to tako ninoly in place of the forty-five
children, and possibly we may yet bo ublo to do more. Yhatevor
mvoney is put into our funda for tho enfferers {rom tho famine xill
be used in the best way possible eo as to roally help thera. Tho
children wo can best help now., Tho natives are to-day crying ous
to tho Governmsns to help and also to the psoplo of other countries,
whilst they are doing almost nothing. Some of them would rather
havo the children die than fall into tho hands of the misstonaries,
and some of tho wretohed Baboos in charge of tho roliet worke much
moro freely help them, tho bad womon, to get tho protiy girls for
immoral purposes, than holp the missionaries in thoir errand o
moroy ; but the work grows, and the opportunitics aro as yet un.
limited of reaching and saving theso poor neglecrod abandovned
suffering children, and of training them in harmony wih the
Gospel of our loving Jesus. But more again,

Yoars {aithfully,
J. WiLxze,

LOOKS INTO BOOKS.

The April number of The Qusver yust to hand, is ono of more
than ordinary interest. Tho opening article * Young Women's
Ohristian Association” by the Riyht Honorablo Lord Kinofard,
which is profusely illustrated, cannot bolp but be instructive. To
thoso intereated in missionary work, tho illuatrated article, ** The
Gods of the South Beas ” by F. M. Holmes, wi!l bo read with plea-
sure. Another timely article, ** Ilo Made the Btarsalso,” by C.
Ray Woods, will be moes intercsting and instructive oven to the
unsoientific.

Tho March namber of Sunday Hours for boys and girle, is just
received, being it anything moro attractive than its predeccssore,
Besidos tho rogular continued stories, thero is a very pleasing ac-
ooun$ of Christian Erdeavor work in Australia; ** Friends
Indeed,” being an article on Sanday afternoon work in East
London, and ¢ Childron’s Hymuos, somothing atoat their anthors,”
by the Rev. Dr. Greeo.

The Strand Musical Magazine for Msroh opens with a short
biography of Bach, by Cecilo Hatzfleld, and also an interesting
article on *¢ Voico Production,” by Edmund Hollard. Tho musi.
oal seleotions are varied and swelvo in aumber. Tho song, ' A
dream Within My Heart,” by Chifton Binpham, muouc by Alma
Keith, is very pleasiog and ehould be popalar.



