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mûre during the two centuries of their supremnaoy to- convert the Irighi
poople,.arxc.if' the Churoh of England had not broad niore Popery these
lasî thirty yoars than ail Cther denoninations togetiier.. -Bilwark..of'
Protestantism, indeedi1 What is it worth if it be se eaten with d&7i rot.
that it ivili fail under its oivn wveight the moment it is deprived of State
support î

The Saturday Review well remarks upon this point:-

"Here is a religion whlîi lias liad ail the advantages of State support for
three centuries, which is professed by persons holding nine-tenths of the Irish.
soil,. and which, as its frienda alirge, is secu.red by the impassioned support
of ail the înost intelligent, thriving, and prosperous part of the Irish popula-
tion; and yet it is going to die out like the wick of à burn-t-up candis if it i.s
ncw placed on an equality with other religions! Supposing the Irislh Pro-
tek ',ants really believed in Irisli Protestantismn, would they dishonour their
religion by the >nost distant approaeh to, stating anything of the sort? They
profess, f urther, to believe that, besides these great eternal and inundane
advantages, they have got the overwhelmning spiritual advantage of being in
exclusive posséssion of the truth. The Gospel in its purity is coinniitted to,

ther sle hage, and yet this emnbodiment of truth, this genuine unadl
terated Gospel, backed up by alniost al the landed wvelth of the country, by
the inherited traditions of centuries, and by the vast preponderance of Irish
,education and Irish industrial energy, is to, inelt away like dew before the
81111, unless the secular arin of the State will throw dowNn ail its adversaries
before it. No body of sincere and nioderMely intelligent Protestants- ever
before spoke with such outrag 'eus contempt of Protestantisiu. If they are
right, they have got hiold of the n-ost puny, rickety abortion of a religion tijat
ever offered itself as tlîe cliild of the spiritual longings of civilised iiian."

It is only just to say, however, that the Irish clergy, have been, mnuch

less corrupted by Puseyisrn than. their brethre-n iii England, but thiat

very consideration only gives us the more confidence that disestabhisli-
ment, insteaLd of destroying, or even weakcning, -Lhe chiurcli, will tend, as
it lias donc in this country, to infuse new life into it, and ?éive it an in-
fluence that it îîever could.1 have so long as it -vas supported by taxes
exacted from an unwilling people.

NARRATIVE 0F THE STATE 0F RELIGIONr IN THE CONGRE-
GATIONAL CHURCHES OF ONTARITO A-ND QTJEBEC, FOR

THE YEAR 1S6-9.

The year under review is a remarkable one ln the history of Congre-
gationalisin in these Provinces. There have been more accessions to
mnbership on profession of faith, more accessions te our minîsterial
foi ce, more pastoral changes, and peÉhaps more noteworthy circuinstain-
ces than in any former year. On à review of thle year, we may say
eniatically that God lias been with us. Most of the changes wve note.
have been pleasing oees; and the blessing of growth lu the cliturches by
conlversions fromn the worid, is one we wôuld ail ïvisli àtd'pr.ly for lu eon-
nection wvith every one of the churche.


