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a littie too slhort thian to weary the faînily by niaking them too long. Nothing
will conipensate for mnaking the service distastefuloto the youngcr meMbers
of the fanaily. If the services be invariably short, thore wilI be seldoni occa-
sions iw'hcn they niust be oinitted on account of liurried circumstances. Good
men ivili find more excuses for oniitting a long service than a short one, and
good eidren wilI find more excuses for beiug absent when such a service is
bcing, obsearved.

Another error whiell frequcntly frustrates the end of family worship is
putting it off' tili too late. In the morning the family get scattered,
in the evening get sleepy or go to bcd. On the principle of not offering
that to the Lord which, is of no service to ourseives, we should if practi-
cable eall the faznily together early in the evening, that, wc may worship
without wcariaess, and give the Lord of the best. A good man, with whooe
wc have frcquently sojourned for the nighit, uscd to talk or read or otherwise
cmuploy himaself until one aftcr another the younger meiers rctircd or fell
aslecp in thoir chairs, when the good lady yawncd and every one was
exhausted, the master of the bouse gave the solemn word, ~I I is tinte Io
2cad." The sleepy fanuily wcnt througli the drowsy service, ecd glad of
the liberty to retire affordcd them when tbe service ivas donc. WVas not this
offering God the blind and the laine in sacrifice?

Notwýithstanding aIl that can Be urged in respect to the duty and advan-
tage of family worship, some good mon have lived in habituai negleot of it.
Soie have urgcd as an excuse, their want of ability; but surcly it is possible
for xnost men Lo read the word, or get some of the làmily to do so, tien a
fow words hunibly addrcsscd to God would soon be followod by the ability to
say more. Many who decline the service on thiis score have neyer given it a
dcteriniincd trial. Some are kept back by pride; they arc unwilling to offer
a few fechie petitious at first. If they could at once pray in the family, with
the confidence, case and flucncy of those iwbo have mucli ex'perience in the
work, they would begin the exercise; but tliey are unwilling to beg-in at the
alphabet as itwerc, in the hcaring ofothbers. Such have a serions hcart-work
to perforai, and should weigh the "validity of theso motives as in God's sight.

Sonie will urge that the duty is an optional one, and say that tiioro is no
comniand for it in God's word. We bave alrcady shown t.hat the duty
,grows out of the relation of tho fatiiily to the church, and is evcry way
bccoming and usoful. It is norcovcr to ho presumod tbat Abraham, Who
instructcd biis family so carefully in the way of the Lord, prayed with ti' in.
Vie cannot believo that Joshua, who ý.esoIvcd to scrve the Lord for inîself
and bis house, failed to join with theni in supplication for graco to servc hiin.
Did not David prziy with bis famuily, who returncd to bless thenm after the
2xcitement,3 of the day on which, ho brought up the ark of God. Shahl wc
say Job had not faiuily worship, after being told that lie sent and sanctificd
theni aftcr the days of their feasting, and arose up early in thc morning and
offcred buret offcrings according to the nunibor of thoîn ail. Job did this
continually, for hoe said, IlIt inay be that niy sons have sinncd, and cursed
God in their ' icarts." W7ho can believe that lie had no fainily worship ? If
wc bave the examplo of good and bol 'y mon, why nccd we asIc a direct
couiand ? Lot any believer ask hunisoif if the practico of famnily worship
or its omission ivould ho the more plcasing to God. HIow can a Christian
bring up bis famiiy in the nurture and admnonition of the Lord, wbo nover
prays with thoni ? IlI will," says the Apostie, Ilthat men pray evcry wliere,
lifting up holy bands." lic certaiffly does not oxcept the fawily, and why
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