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appoint & committee of representative men to
confer with any similar committees appoinsed
by other Christian bodies for the purpuse of
sscertaining the possibility of an honorable
upicn with such bodies, and, if stch union be
found possible without the sacrifice of essential
Christian principles, to foritilate a scheme for
effecting such union.”

Tue St. John Telegraph says - —¢“The re-
public beside us must yet be considered s an
experiment. True It has, as we are glad to
kuow, survived the serious shocks which have
threatened its existence, but the republics of
history have been shortlived compared with
movarchies, 'The great rebellion following a
prestdential election, the assassinatio of two
presidents and the enthronement of a third
elected by fraud, all occurring within the first
bundred years of the nation’s history, are not
assuring eviclences that the system of eiecting
a chief magistrate is the best. It way occur,
ameng the vicissitudes of the future, that the
people of Canada will celebrate the first of July
after our neighbors as a united people have
ceased to celebrate the glorious fourth. It is
quite within the bounds of possibility that the
reprblic may yet breuk up of its own weight
into two or three independent States. In the
immediate present no dinger threatens, but
there are now conflicting interests which, with
the enormous growth of population, hereafter
may lead to irresistible disruption.”

Tur Cinciunati Enquires declares ¢“the Ca.
nadian ratlway to be a menace to the suprema-
cy of the United States on this continent,” and
then proceeds to disrlose its fears as follows :
“ Really, it imperils its very hfe by threaten-
ing to take from it its only remaining foreign
market, the great East, inciuding China, Japan
and the East Iudies. From the British lsleg
to the St. Lawrence ports is four days sooner
than from the British Isles to New York From
the mouth of the Puget Sound is two days
sooner than from San Francisvo to the same
points. Great Britain, through her Dominion
of Canada, has throttled both the St. Lawrence
and Puget Sound, and her new railway joins
the two coasts in one day less than our Pacific
roads can make the distance. The net guin to
Engiand in iis trade with the great kast 1s
seven days, and the result of that is to control
the trade of the world.”

HE that Jeans upou his comforts, will find
them to be areed ; he that leaus upon kis Go'l,
will find Him to be a rock : he that leans on
-omfort, loses it; he that leans on God, secures it.

!

EVOLUTION AND RELIGION.

N article of considerable length in the
B, Muy Century 1s devoted o proving
% that the doctrine of Evelution nightly
umderstcod is in no way inconsistent
with Christian faith.  The writer,
the Rev. T. T'. Muuger, goes fusther,
and declares that the evolution theory is mors
favorable to a high type of religious reverence
than the old hyputhesis of sepuvate unnd discon-
nected eceations.  He believes that underevo.
lution, rcom may be found even for such spe-
ciul theolngical doctrines as those of the Fall
and of the Atonement ; nor does he find a
belief in miracles in the least inconsistent with
it. Possibly some of these points might he
coutested by non-theological believers 1 evo-
lution, but 1t is encouraging to find a wise and
able clergyman boldly facing the must advanced
scientifie theorles, and proclutmiag that noth.
ing in them can or shull interfere with the full
reilgious life of man. The writer of the art:-
cle now in question believes iv evolution ; be-
lieves that the whole universe is one aud that
God is its indwelling and animating Ruler, the
source at onece of ull foree and of all law ; that
man is kmt by ties of blood to the lowerorders
of creation, and that even his intellectual and
moral nature is dimly toreshadowed in their
consciousness ; that the successive stages of
creation have simply displayed tne Invine
power and energy 1u ever-mcreasing measure,
until in man the unage of God huselt bogus
to shine torth. To some, these views will ap-
pear dangerously rationaiistic ; to others they
will seeus to be vitisted by unproved theolugi-
cal assmmptions ; but we venture to thunk tuat
1t is to sowe such position as tius that tae best
thought of the churches is gravitating  Rels-
gion, after all, 18 not a thing that should de-
pend upon this or that intclivetual theory.
Man cannot attord to hold s religious lite at
the mercy of his opinions.  He must anchor it
somewhere, not with a view to anesting the
growth of opinion, but in oder to the preser-
vation of his moral unity. Religion, 1 one
aspect of it, is the earnest purpose of the soul
to strive after all timt 1s higuest and best, to
live in the hight and to shun the worhs of
darkness. 1t unphes a recognition of Law
and a voluntary subjection thereto. It rests
with each man dividually to say whether he
will seck after the best things, whether he will
govern his life by the highest priuciples, whe-
ther he will seck to haromze Ins will with
the Will that rules the universe  He who
resolves to do this, has entered on the Rehigi.
ous Life ; and, 1if he but persevere, intellectual



