IN NOVA 8COTIA AND IME ADJUINING PROVINUES,

cause lies in the essential difference of the
two great and antagonistic principles ol
Church Establishments and Voluntaryism.—
A Church which makes no provision for
learned leisure, if ¥ may use the expression,
will never possess unless by the merest ace-
dent a really learned man.
whose future is already laid out for bim, ina

constant  round of preaching two or thiee

times & week, incessant visiting, &e., cannot

by anv possibility lay in tirose stores of know-

lodge, or acquire that depth and strength of
thought which are the only scerets of intellec-
tual power. As a rule the dissenting minis
ter is employed nearly every hour in the day
in ministerial duty of some sort, and returns
home physically and mentally jaded. If he

should possess popular taleuts, he is transla- |
ted to ucity with a good income, aml is
abliged to give all his time to the comy osition |
of flashy sermons, exercising at the best a
walent whick seldom requires to dejse beneath |
low seldom do se find the
popular preacher, also the accurate thinker,
Henee the’

the surface.

and the profound philosopher.
advantage of a certain proportion of 1ich jiv-
ing, entailing very litde parochial wark, They
are sometimes, perhaps often abused ; but
from these recesses, aud almost from  them
alone, have come il that we have e be proud
of in the defence of Christianity.  Paley was
an Archdeacon— Watson was a Bishop. so
were Butler, and Jeremy Taylor—and to this
fact, probably we owe their immortal works.

In the Colonial Church there is no such:

nrovision, und no prospect, even the most
distant of it. The gnlouiai Minister has to
look forward to a drudgery more exhausting
still than that of the Eoglish Dissenter.  1e
is poarly paid, he is hard wroeght, the luxury
of study ceserving the name, is to him an
utter impossibility. The people have a glut-
tonous appetite for preaching, and five or six
sermons a week is no rarvity for the poor
preacher.

Of course, such sermons are mere word
bags, destitute of thought, strength or coher

ence, and we fear their power or influence i
And the tendency is not
upward. Rather, there is a strong inclination
to shorten the period of study. and send forth

not very lasting.

teachers but half equipped. 'Lhis is striking

a deadly blow at the best interests of Christi- |
anity, for the educated portion of society will |

naturally refuse to look up for instruction, or
listen with respect or attention to the crude
and disjointed harangue, which is by courtesy
called a sermon.  Should this practice become
universal, we would, in course of time, have

a clergy without izfluence,and a merely nomi- |

nal Christianity.
Church of Scotland have not, upon the whole,

taken the same intellectual position as the sis- .
ter establishment, still from their superior op-

portunities, from the better provision made for
them, and the gonsequent absence of anxiety

»

The probationer

Though the clergy of the

t
¥

about things temporal, they have given to t} -
world much noble intellectuwd fruit.
What. then, shall we say abuut our Churc.

here 2 Tiducate, we say, aim at the highes:
limit. If the minister must be a drudge, he

is ut least a right roval and noble one, and
learned and regulary trained one will do a«
much z2cal work for lis Master, as many
equally zealous, but more ignorant brethier
I beg vour pardon, we think we hear adonie
ing fiiend whisper :—=Look at the erowder
, meeiing of the Rev. Mphraim Cackle, look
his influence s he can actually make his peo-
ple doanything; they follow him evervwhers -
they all but worship him.  Yes, and hete -
the mifurtune.  Mr. Cackle’s mind is an un
wrought quarry.  His manner, his feelinas,
his speech are all uncultivated; his mind is »
blank. He can neither iustruct nor elevate.
for lack of material. Ile can shout common
places in a voice of thunder, or denounce in «
spiit the Gospel has nowhere taught. His
hiearers bielieve they are yeceiving instiuetion,
but it is only a delusion.  After twenty years,
they are as ignorant in every respect as ever.,
his teaching instead of advancing, has rather
obstructed the progress of intelligence among
tnem.  Now, had Mr. Cackle’s zeal and acui-
vity been aided by a therough course of men-
. tal discipline, had intercourse with the world

of thought worked into nim the feelings and
"ideas of a scholar and a Christian gentleman.
. as well as of a Christian minister, then hisin-
. fluence woulu have been just as great, and at
i the end of twenty years, he would have left «
* peopie, mentally, morally, and socially eleva-
i ted by the connection. Do you question it ?
, Then you must deny the principles of Causa-
i tion, but you cannot deny them.

We maintain, then, that an educated clergy
is the panoply of the Church, an imperfectly
; educated clergy its weak and vulnerable part.
Educate, educate, ought to be the motto of
both minister and peovle. It will be the
! strength of hoth.

' BExcuse my prolixity, and believe me ever
. yours, Bera.
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THE CHURCH IN XOVA SCOTIA.

Minutes of Presbytery of Prince
Edward Island.

! 10th Dec., 1863.

!

_ Sederunt: Rev. Thomas Duncan, Modera-
“tor : Rev. G. M. Grant, Clerk : the Hon. Col.
, Gray, Allan McDougal, and Isaac Thompson
! Esqrs., Elders.

Mr. Duncan reported_that he had fulfilled
the appointment given to him at last meeting
of Presbytery. The Clerk reported that Mr.
R. Shaw had been shipwrecked on his passage
to Scotland, and that having been obliged to
return to the Island, he was now again pur-
suing his studies at the Prince of Wales’ Col-



