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There are a large number of plants possessing such irritant
juices. Sonie are well-known, like the Netties, Poison Ivy, and
the much favoured littie Primula (P. obconca), which is so grate-
fui a flowering plant during the winter months in our conserva-
tories. Experiments have been made with a number of closely
related primulas, ail menibers of the P. Snsis section. The
Chinese Primula itself bas caused considerable irritation to per-
sons handling the plants. The leaves of this group of plants are
covered with fine glandular hairs, wbich contain the- irritant
juice. It bas been found tbat Primule Siebolii Morr., P.Aren4üi
Pax., P. Mollis Hook., inay also cause 'sunilar irritations.
Strangely, bowever, people unsusceptible to the irrit-ation *of
P. obconica have often suflered considerable, annoyancÇ.hem
these latter species.

In examining the glandular hairs of theS and sunilar. plants
I once bad thc niisfortune to sting invself very. seveèrely.7'witba
Lapor-tea fromi Australia (L. gigas). For weeks my arm wài ktiff
and swollen, anI for mront lis- even vears--as soon as the hand
affectcd by the sting was put into cold water a -s*vere-l~ii*
shooting rigbt througb the limb -vas felt. There gro*& on
Parliaient Hill, right in the centre of Ottawa, another inembz
of the saine genus, (L. canadnsi%), which, bc.s a dedidedly.un-
pleasant action upon some -people. One of the men. at -the
Experimental Fanm stili Lear large scars due to the effeets of
this plant.

Certain cruciferous plants -. ith large brittie hairs- caiu a
smarting eflee-t like Stinging Netties. but niuch les;s..Soere
The fine bairs covering t he inside walls of sanie rosaceous fruits
also mnav cause a very troublesome irritation to the unprotected
skin. The glandulous bains covering Icaves and çt ms of saine
of our mild or l'ids. especiall y Cyfmipcdiu, pubesceiis,C. .spec!abile,
and C. ptrvqL'rui contain a seretion whàcb acts nîuch like
Primuilic oicoit ica.

Soine records exist tif an cczenia-likc inflammation of the
skin caus-ed l-v bandling Common R-y (Hedera flclix).

Hun;ca cleýcajis is anot ber plant %vhlicb causts frequent skin
irrit ation9. It is a romp.1ositous l)iennial fron Australia and is
one of tbe irnst beautiful hMercous p)erenni.-ls. thougb lit tic
known in Canada.

No dnulit t here exist a nuniber of o? h.-r plant s having similar
proper? les. !-ut t hrmse ment ioncd bave 1-en repeatedly recordcd
as lbaving a didIçe<llv% disagrecatle action on çomel pensolns. A
sat unitl dsolut ion #f lead acet at e i n alcohol added 1to an equal
quantit v of glycririne bas 1Ucen proven to he of tbegreatest value
in rd-ieiný,.r the oflen unbeairablr irritations.

H. T. Crussow.

-I

1911] 113


