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a Sound Scriptural thcologly, need nloV
be expeced fromn Oxford. A few years
.îgo Puseyisin wvas in te atsend(ant.
(Chtrchi anthority sotiugbt to stîpeisede
the exereise of private judgînent. A
vcry îîattnral re-actioni bas tah-en place.
E'xcss aiways fltlows iiiiiitural re-
straint One class, the levers of foi-in
und autiîority, haveC gore fiui!y to
Popery ; iiiiothcr class, thfo more in<le-
pendenitthiîîkers, in resisting the yolie

of' anthority, bave been borne ont the
reboundiing wave te doubting scepti-
cisîn. Ail ufl(u( ilnportaltcc nuy eaýsi-
iy be allaehod to the opinions oithese
writers. Proftîien<: in one braneh of
lilîowled.gc, does not constitute a man a
reliable guide in othier things. 4*Great
men are not aiways wise ;'aîàd are
often in their pride of knowledge ig

inorant of grreat truths, whiehl God lias
revcaled tothe inceli and lowly of heart.
WVhatever these writers know, they are
evidentiy withoiit an experience of
spiritual religion, aiff strangers te the
transpiring powver of' Divine girrce in
te saivation of mcn.

No iearning nor inteliectual acuite-
ness can supply titis deflcieney. it is
liard to avoid questioning the friend-
ship and sincerity of iinen, Nviho pro-
fess to believe the interests of the
church to be in danger from too xnuch.
faiLli, at a time wlien the pursuit of
physical science lias produced a
tendency to unduly exait secondary
causes, to the practical exclusion of
tie agency of Iln who zipholdeth ail
things by the word of Ris power. In-
deed the dlaima of Some of these Vrit-
ers to bc Christians, and friends of the
Bible, is -worse thanti duhious. It rcsts
upon the admission of some of its
truths, xnetamorphosed into, fanciful
orins, to harmonize with their specu-

lations. In vain thcy attempt to, ecear
themrscives of responsibility for cach
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other's opinions. If seven writers
ixgree together te assauit the B3ook of
God on severai peints-to depreciate
its influence for good-to deny the
truth of its fiiets and doctrinies-to re-
ject its authoyity ais a special revelatien
front God-to eulogir.e opposiflg sys-
tellas, andl ulagnify the indebtedness
id the world te he(atheini-to depre-
dlate and traduice every forma. of cvi-
dence by ývhich it is dcefcnd(ed-andl
to %ele:Olne, %î'ît.l uiniistakeabie satis-
faction, ev ery the ory, hiowevcr unsup-
perted, that i hostile to te authority
and importunce of its revelations; no
professions of friendship, libcrality,
and love of truth wvill convince mcen
of coinnien sense and intelligence
that they are net Ilthe enieinies of te
cross of Christ." Titere is nothing
iie-% in an aýtteiinpt to makie a false
philosophy inould and fasliioi Clîris-
tiaîîity to harmonize wvitl its fantastic
speulatiomis.

Onosticisin weakeaed and corrupted
the eariy Chureit with very sîmlilar at-
temnjts. IlIn ail cases," says Mean-
der, "i te gnostics Nvcrp for expliiining
outivard tliings, fromiv ithin-that is
fronti their intuitions-which were
above aill dolibt." It necd excite no
surprise titat the system of tic Estab-
lislicd Clurchi-undter ivhiclî men are
brotiglit up for the ininistry, without
reference to religions eharacter, sim-
ply becituse there are rich. benefices to
«be obtained ;and the sacred office of
Lte pastorate is bought and sold, lîkec
stocks on te exchange, slîouid pro-
duce as legitimate fruits, mittisters
wlto are skepties at henrt, and who
viewv religion Lhroîmgl te distorting
haze of prejudice and vain phiosophy.
Nor is there anytliing strange in the
existence of a class of nmen, -without
fixed religioIns principies, giycn to
speculative titouglit, undecidcd and
vacillating; who feel a strong repug-
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