
A Ccunadùvntii Agiiostic.

back of tlat ,,living, present"I with ;vhich atone Agynosticism glories in
havingr to do. According Wo this system, of aceumulated ne..tions which
lias condensed into it, ait bygone formes of disbeliet', we are sure only
of what le present and visible. It is a presunxption to claiva faith ini
more. R1e does not positively denir the existence of God. He just
doe flot know. H1e is not sure. It je erecting over again an altar
"to the unknown God." But this ignoring God je equivalent to,

denying Hlm. The Agnostie is, to ait intents and purposes, what Paul
cails in Eph. 11. an "lA theos Il-that ie, one"I without God" in the world.
Does flot hie very capaclty to doubt involve the existence of the Being
doubted? Can there be any doubt without sorne measure of thonghit
to, begret it, or thiought withont, a thinking, principle ? It needs intel-
ligence to doubt, but that intelligence wlhich dignifies man and lifts hini
above the brute creation, pre-supposes an intelligence separate from
and superior to that in the creatures, else we liave the greatest of effects
withouit a cause.

The Roman Catholie theologian, Dr. Brownson, is unanswerable
whien hie saye: "You cannot assert the intelligible without asserting
nceesary and Eternal Beingy; and, therefore, since necessary and
Eternal Being le God, witliout asserting God, or that God le; and since
,yoi muet assert intelligence, even to deny it, it follows that in every act
of intelligence, Godl le asserted, and that it le impossible, without self-
con'tradiction, to deny Hie existence."

Thdeed, to deny or doubt God wotild require the possession of the
infinite qualities of thec Being doubted or clenieil. We would need, for

exaple tobccapable ofexietingyi i space and during i in,
for there mighlt be some spot in the illimitable regions of space whxerc-
evidences of Hie existence conld be got, or there might have been isome
period in the wvorld's historýy wlien God wae.

IChrist," lie said, &" hadl taucght sone doctrines that were against
the natural ndf beet instincts of litmaniity." Yes, the Il natural"I but
not the Il best.>' It je natural to resent and resiet injuries. For
example, the Sermon on the Mount frowns on certain of these "natural
instincts," but is not this its glory la the estirnate evea of mnan whxo, -in
character and conduet, were far froin being in sympathy witx the Divine
hunian Teacher, whose very" glcentlenese madt- hlmn great." The themes
of Christ's teachingr, that; are against our Ilnatural instincts," far froni
being blemishee on tixe face of Hie Religion, are its ",,glory and joy."l

The Lecturer je reported as hiaving stated further that Christ lîad flot;
encouraged intelleetual enquiries or independent investigation. "lYou
can't hiave intellectuat liberty and be orthodc>x." Strange-passingr
strange-when what ie known as "lthe Chiristian Era"I lias been


