
196 TE EDUCATIONAL RECORD,

ciNo one who bas had much to do with children cani doubt that punish-

ment is necessary 10 tixeir proper discipline, or that sometimes it needa to be
administered witb considerable severity. The sentimental tbeory that chul-
dren can be trained and taught ' wholly by kindness' generally issues in a
practice whitli is the converse of the principal laid down by Hamilet--' I must
be cruel to be kind.' There are, however, certain forms of punishaient which
compare most unfavorably with the old-fashioned bird>, and ouglit to be dis-
couraged, if not interdictcd. We have repcatedly pointed out the evils and
injurieès likely to resuit from the boxing of cars and the smacking of faces.
Thèse 9 methods ' sbould be sunimarily repressed by those wbo are the masters
of sehoolmasters and schoolrnistresses. Cases whicb have recently occurred
have too forcibly illustrated the truth and need of our many warnings.
Nevertbeless, punisbments of this class are stili daily infiicted, and until some
bard lesson lias been taugbt the pedagogues who resort to this stupid mode
of stimulating the diill intellec4 there will be consequences of which the few
tbat corne to public knowledge are probably a small percentage. The prac-
tice of keeping cbildren without thieir proper food, of lock-ing them. up in dark
closets, or even of placing themn in solitary confinement in light rooms, cani-
not be defended, because injurious to body or mind Tbe imposition of tasks.
is a shartsighitcd policy, seeing th'at it makes learning a terror, whereas it
ouglit to be a deliglit. Can no disciplinarian devise a suitable discipline for
youth? Until that discovery is made, it 'vould be better bo fali back on the
old bizcb, proper]y and moderately applied. It made the fiesb smart., but it
broke no bones; and few, if any, of its so-called victims failed to profit by its
occasional administration.",

This is on the whoie soand advice, though I personally do flot
agrciee that the bireh shoiuld be the only instr-ument, beiieving its
use had best be confined toprinishmernt for grave offences. Cor-
poral punishinent cati hardly be said to, be a grievance in Canada.
Public opinion sanctions its temper-ate use; and Parent.- as a ruie
do flot actively oppose it. 1 Onlly maRintain, a%- a mnatter- of' princi-

pie that a l-lead Master should have the right to infliet sncb pin>i-
ishnient, if hie thinirs fit. Lt oertainly should never- be excessive;
its use should, if possible, be infr-equent, but yet it should Ite
severe enougrh, at -il] events in the form of canin- and fioggiing,
to strike some terror- in the hearts of idly disposed and ili-be-
haved urchins.

R.W.N.,
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