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ing was by soveral of tho Reformers oeon more than inforontially doniod.
By many groeat thinkors everything was roferred to the diret working of tho
Holy Ghost ; nothling, except in the case of the eleet, to that blessed medijum
and instrument by which HIe has ever vouchsafcd to work-tho written Word
of God. Even those wbo ieldl the vital truth ofter. hold it loosely and un-
cortainly. The full depth of the truths involved 'n the mysterious subject of
personality had not been- sounded by nmen whose lives were spent in action,
and in >sho heat and dust of daily confiict. The goneral truth that the Hol)y-
Scriptures wero no more collection of abstract truths, but the very opening
ont of God'a heart of love, wae recognised, ; but the development of this truth,
and the carrying of it out into practice-as witness the miglity work of thie
great aud prospored Socity-belong to more recent days, and may ho rever-
ontly regard.ed as a sign, clear and encouraging,, that evon in an age when,
under one aspect, doubt would have seemed to have acquired, a porvasive
power hithorto unprecedented, Scripture has yet become more loved and
realized than ever. Nay, te doubt itseL-£ we owe mucli. By the working of
the power of the Holy Ghost niany of those very movements of thouglit
which are against the Truth have been overruled to further the Truth. The
very alleged. errera aud diecrepancies iu Holy Scripture have led -us to inves-
tfgations which have oponed out clearer views, and enabled us to realizo
cliaracteristics, iu the recognition of which much of a deeper helief has been
found to be iuvolved. We may observe, for example, how much, our rever-
once aud love of Holy Scripture h~ dcopenrd in proportion as we have rea-
lizod the mytsry-thiJ God, ini order that No might speak ho oaci humnan
seul, hasv;'uchiafecl to speak nto mnu throuoiL manLf. Yea, ble4ssod, ho God,
thie tresure have we iu earthen veses. The Scripture is uo collection of
reecords whose origin ie bidden in twilight and mystry,-a mnerely superna-
tural rovelation of superlimman truths that lias como, to us we kuow net how,
-a collection of mystic documents that as much need a teaching, Ohurcli ho
intorpret, as it has needed a transmitting Ohurcli to guaed and te authonti-
csto. No, thanks he to God, that whicli we believe iu, aud. on the lieart's
reception of which everythL-ig here and hereafter deponde, is the record of
that whici every human soul consciously or unconsciously sei î; for-redemp-
tion, and, tirougli redemption. a return to a Father aud aoGodl. And. this
record, lu all its wondrous detail, man Las been permittod, qnalified, on-
lightened, sud inspired to write down, as it were, froin the lips of God,-
aud yet lu writinqg it to preserve ail hie human individuality, and hy that
very individuality to appeal the more persuasively te the ieart and to the
spirit. Rosl belief lu Soripture, as I ara persuaded very inany liere know hy
spiritual oxperieucel, depende nu the heart and not on the head,-and it mnay
ho, nay, it would certainly seemi to ho, that we owe ranci of our deepest
heart.couvictiou to the latent appeal of that purely trutiful human element
lu the writteu Word, whici auswers ho modern assauits on the faith have
ciearly brought ont. Juet iu proportion as we feel this, and wvit1î it the true
relation that this human element bears ho the Divine e1.cînent, do wc deepen
lu our belief lu the living and abiding truti of the WVord of Go3.

Nay, more ; imisj'ýiration-that difficulty to mainy a true heart-ias of late
been far more cleariy foit sud realized. The rigid theories tiat made np tho
once popular view of a purely niechanical inspiration-an inspiration of the
letter traced, sud not the soul of hirn who was permihted to trace ' ., have
heen now tested 'mmd slently set acide. Bard a-ad fast linos that men once
strov-A ho draw hetween the divine and the humian in the Holy Soriptures-
cold and sharp defluitions, that have drxiven many a poor human spirit into
diebelief and antagonisme-have now been admaitted to ho unreal. Far trmer
and more reverântial, pcrsuations in reférLouce to thai wvhich we feel and know
to breathe thiouglih God's Word, ami. -tvhXch eternaily oparates it from man's
word, bowever olevated and epiri.-stiring that word mnay ho, have silently
omerged froin the very controversies hhrougli whicl we have passed. Wo
feel inspiration tie more because we have learne&. tiat we canuot, rigorcusly


