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HOW TO C1ROULA.TE THE SORIPTURES.

This io a problom which ie alway8 confronting those who are charged ivith
the management of Bible societies. The aim of thein ail ie simple enough-
"'Tu encourage a wider circulation of the Holy Seriptures." How shall
it beet be accornpli8lhed ?

There are varieus weye. No caet-iron rule can be formulated. Oîîe wvay
is to give the Soriptures fruely, a Bible to every one who wiIl accept it.
Another je to estabhieli and maintain depoeitorieLi where ail who choose
may buy for themeelves or for others. À third way le to send men from
houiie to houee to ofi'er the Scriptures for ea.'e, and se te furnieh the ep-
portunity and the occasion, which otherwis iniit neyer offer. Either
inethod je cost]y. Indiecï'iminaté giving %vould soon drain the treasury of
any eociety. The nmaintenanice of a depository calle for certain, perhaps a
large expenditure for rent and attendance. The employment of a staff of
itinerant colporteurs neceeeitatee a large outlay for their ..:agee, their tîea-

1velling expenees, and the traneportation of their booke frein place te place.
.No doubt it often coete more to look up a family destitute of the Bible
and take the book te their door, than was paid for printing and binding
the volume.

It je instinctive with Chrietian people te advise the free donation of booke.
Texte of Scripture faveur it : " Freely ye have received, freely alee give."
'lGive te him that aeketh thee.Y It je a very cheap way of doing gecd.

iAny one can get more for hie money in Bibles than in any other commedity.
1Te judicioue giving ne exception can be takeii. But in the inatter of iii-
diecriminate giving, or of giving te every pereonr who does net own a Bible,
there are few who would not hesitate after îuaking trial of it, and seoeug
the evile it involves. It doee net anewer te make the eacred volum6 tel.

Icheap. Ae a rule, eliglit value attachee te that whîch coetis one nothing.
ITo gîve indiecriminately niay bu caeting pearle befere ewine. An eoutavo

i i3ble did good service te a Mexican grocer ae a reain of wrapping-paper.
1 The hope of eecuring a eecond cnpy reconciled a Brazilian. famnily te the sur-
ireîîder te the prieet Of a Bible which they lied received as a gift.

1 Experience bas taught missionariee and Bible eocietiee, the world over, te
jbe cautione about tee laviehi a dietribution of the Scripturue even ameng
the very peor. Salee at reduced prices are butter than gif te. The purchaser
will ordinarily prize th, bok, lhe has bought with lie ,,n ,,ny, The Bibles

are welI circulated, in Lonîdon which are paid for in weukly inetalmente of a

le Ite intereeting te notice how oftun thie i~ubject ie adverted te in the lest
1rertort of the British and Foreign Bible Society, and we cannot de better than
te supplement thie articlu bv quotatione from difflirent parts of that volume,
In thu section on Germany ilhu general remnark ie made:

"Colportage ie a coetly cbanuul of circulation-more costly evon than free
grante. It je net from fiuancial reasone that your cemmittee press for eales
by colportage in preference te gratuiteue distribution in all cases wvhere the

*choice really lies between the two. It je because any amnount of gifts of the
Scriptures doe net, as a mieeiGnrry agency, eupply the place of a colporteure
visite frees heue te house in eearch of thoee who would neyer of thumelvee
go te look for a Bible. Colportage ie dificuit work ; its expene ie great - it
exposes a colporteur te abuse, pereecution, and inhoepitality. But it je a
form of real miesionary work, and indispensable in Ger.-nany, if the Roman
Cathehice there are te bu provided with the Bible."

In respect te France eomue obeervations occtîr which are applicable te other
perte of the continent as well:

IlTo require a emnaîl price fdr the Scriptures looke leee enthueiastic in
seeking the ecivation of inan than te give them for nothiug, but it je onu eafe-
guaru againet waete.

"The epruad of gratuitouz distribution of the Scripturee in France by for-


